
180 7'h 1[,,Pifhlli' Record qf tlio' C/euhcl if Stt/vkmnd.

S1'NIAY S('1 OL uu ATVIIE
ANI) IMP>ORTANC'E.

Iii TIE 11EX. 1'. 3MELVII.I., A. M.
Th'e wi.se, nuclents were wooit to say.

1riglitly t1,1kiî%V auvîhiung, N ou i uu)tlS
knowv iCt hrnugl its caus~es; ?tiiuIev, its
eflivient, its nmaterial, its formal, and its
tiîîal causes -,'or, in niore nuodern ternis,
its :uit lior, its elciets, its laws, and1( ils
desù.rn or chiet end. 'Ii~cfour are
cal led causes, becauise tlîey cowstitulte

-vry hiub;fo everythîng nmust have its
c(<w: tit0i, its von'-t if ints, its consftitu-
tion, alid< ils colI:ufni-aI ion.

lut sttuijuiL t Ie nature anil importance
of Suu)day Seh4ools, ive van hardly (Io bel-
ter titan apply thi.î well tried rie of' the
ancienîs. and we shial hegin with tleir
chief end, as the lirs. thought in plan-
iiing, thnugh last ini conipletion. tf'
Sundav Schools, tlîcr-elkwe, mwhat ai-c,
( 1) the chief end or design, (2) the ina-
tonial or constitucuts, (3) the laws or
c( rstituition, and (4) the author or cu-
stitutor ?

IST: TIIF CHiFF FND OIF SUNI)AY
SCiML<>U..

For what end or design do Sun day
Scbools exist ? lenso th'ink well. (-an
you tell)?

One writer sa'vs. "1they are intended
for the Coniversion ofthe scho]ars, and
for nothing tcIse." Is that correct? For
nothing else?"' tan Stinday ,Scliool.-, (10
nothinq elsc for thcir sclholars aller thcy
are converted? P -Oh ves !"ý you sny,
1they cati help to edify ;ud saiietify and

perflèct theni more aud miore !" Very
truc. Andl ean they do nc'tling( for those
scholars who seem inconveri ble? P" Yes;
they iay restrain and mitifate their evii
habits ane. influences." r'ruly. And
further, can they not benefit cthers be-
sides the s3eholars? P Certainly: they
are a blessin'r to the teachers and the
r arents, the "chuirch and the wor]ld."
.ow, then you have a more correct iea

of the chiefend, of Sabbath Schools. Let
us analyze it.

1. Conversion, or the winning of souls
to CHRIST, is certainly their first aiin,
and of supreme i m)ortanee. It is easy
'with the youig and docile, whose parents
are doing ilicir duty of home teaching
and trainîing. To suchi, the lessons of
their teachers ani pastor corne with

henvenly cllicieilvy. It s a1 rnost bies ed
pruvilvee tu ask sucli hearts fior Jesus, to
pledge Ilîcîn olten tu be lus IS't study
aud obecv his Word, ani to ivatchi and
pray ag&uust all teni)tultions.

-). Ilett sajietilivation and vdification are
iîot less illiportaut or tifiiut. lb la
casier lu plaint than to water ami j)rotect.
it i. casier tu sow the guod >eed, than
10 i cd :iway the tan îd t h oins aînd
tisties and cî<ckile. Judge by your own
gcardeus anod feirnis! ilevivalhiss too olten
torget Ibis, fataiiv. lic that enuîrelh
to the end :hail he 6,vd. Iie Iast
end is w<orse thian the I)ecinn f)r 1 t
those who receive th oou secd with
joy and atterwirds fall uwaiv.

31. But restraiuing grace irself is preo-
ious, cvi» Wb ere the hearers refuse to
accept of couvert ing and sanctilying
grace. It is good ev-ei l'or the irreclaim-
ably impeiliit te elcas wcll as
fur thie Church anda the world around
thein. It kceps thieir cl)p frorn filling
fuil îviti villaiuy, for a tîistresful eter-
nity. Sabbath ýSchoc<]s nîay do this sad-
iy-sweet service even foi the hardened
and the hiopeless. As whien a faithhil
physician shiakes lus boend, tearfuil, amn-
udst m-eeping friends, and says, '6 I com
case luini a luttie. but ciu)uu(t cure !" Or
as wheu a buouse is flamno fair and furi-
ouisly, the firernen rush 10 it and deluge

it i h mny streanîs of wvater, saying,
- tis bouse canuiot bc savcd ! But we

niust kcep down these rising flaies, or
our mwhole city -,-Ili soon be a blazing
fui tuace Pl So Sabbath Schiools may save
the impenitent fromi ruinina nany other
souls. And wtho knows bLît this rea-
training grace may prevail, and increase
eveil to conversion and satisfaction ? Toit
on in hope! Cod on)y knows if the seed
is deepiy sown, and the root of the uL
ter lound in many an tinlikel 'y form !

4. And further, the end ot Sabbath
Scfîools is flot merely to benefit the pu-
pls who attend tiieni, but aiso the teach-
ers andI the parents; the church and the
world nt large#,. This will appear under
its pî)per heýad, as we go on in the
study. At present wc xnay suni up what
is the chiet end of Sunday Schools, viz:

1. Conversion; to îvin all sou ls to
Christ, who corne.

2. Sanctificaition; to instruct and per-
fect Ilis converts.
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