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DISCOVERY 0F THE EGGS 0F SOLITARY SANDPIPER.

By WALTici R.AiNr, Toronto.

At lat the long-sought for eggs of the solitary sandptper have

been fouad and it affords me ireuch pleasure to be the firat ornitho-

Iogiqt to have the opportunity of recording its nesting habits,

whîch art unique amosgst North Americau birds, for 1 have

positive proof that this species lays its eggs i the neats of other

bird. ; this beisg one of the most important discaveriès in recent

vears i regard to the nidification of auy American bird.

In "«Nests and F.Ms a British Birds Non-lsdigenous" Mr.

Chas. Dixon says of this specics
"bscredible as it may seem the nest and eggs stili remnain un-

known to science, for it is impossible to accept the despription of

the latter gives by the late Dr. Brewer without authentication.

There cas be littie doubt thaï, this species layzi its eggs, in the dis-

carded nests of other birds ini Iow trees like its old world repre-

sestative the. green sasdpiper is known to bo, search should be

mnade i sucb places in the summer haunts of the species."

1 arn aware that other oraithotogists have previously recorded

what wers supposed to be eggs of the solitary sandpiper, but most

of these records were simply conjecturez and.very uosatisfactory.

The .gg recorded by Dr. Brewer, according to, the description that

h.e gives. was doubtless that of the piping ployer, the nest beiog

fouod on the grouod, and it will sow be secs the solitary saad-

piper does sot niake its nest on the grousd.

Another supposed nest of this species was recorded by Dr.

Clark of Kingston, Ont., i "IlThe Auk " for Oct., 1898. This

saute nest was also recorded in Tacm OTTAWA NATrURALIS? for

Decêruber, 1899, by the Rev. J. C. Young, but chis nest was (oued

on the «round asd the parent w,4 sot secured. Mr. C. A. Reed

is his work I" North Anierican Birds Eggs," figures on. of these

eggs found by Dr. Clark and it reîembles a variety of the spotted

sandpiper. Tha eggs of the solitary sandpiper are larger and more

pear shaped than any spotted sandipiper egg 1 have sees, and the

texture of the shelli s very digèerent to that of the spotted sand-

piper, being a fine grain and polished ; titan the grousd color is

paie greenish white, a tint neyer seen in a spotted sandpiper egg.


