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society and considers the unselfish
labars of aur ministers in the cause af
truth as it appears ta theni, can doubt
that they are doing noble duly, or can
do aught but wish thcmn God-speed in
their work.

My belief is that such dissatisfaction
as exists resuits frorn lack of hearty
accord with certain doctrines taught
by some Friends. That those doc-
trines are either false in theniselves, or
fahte developments; of a true doctrine,
and that as it is profcessedl by some
thut our minisiy 13 iotinded upon those
doctrines or.developments, and solely
for the purpose of promulgating theni,
sa is a trutb mistaken and raîsunder-
stood. That this truth being bound
witb error does flot reach the inmost
recesses af the bearu and compel ac-
ceptance by the spirit within which
giveth understanding, but it meets
doubt and distrust, or imperfect ac-
quiesence and unrest.

From a certain truth cherished by
the Society of Friends there has been
gathered and iormulated in the minds
of some Friends, a doctrine that in
every soul there is a divine supernatural
spirit which speaks directly fromn God
ta each individual, tells him what wo
do and what ta, leave undone, and
gives him with the knowledge the
power to perform ; that we have but ta
test in the quiet, and listen, and divine
intimations will corne ta our souls in a
manner flot ta be taken for any opera-
tion of l'ur intellects, and in tact that
our intellects must be inactive during
the exercise of the spirit. ILhat in aur
meetings for worship we should en-
deavor ta shut out ail worldly ideas,
ail commotions of earth, ta rid aur-
selves of our own natural will and
sirength, and listen in silence for the
wbisperàngs of the spirit of God; that
the mind and the intellect must he
abased and brought low, and that unta
the mind thus prepared, will corne a
message from on higb, even as though
written on a black page, and that such
a message if flot intended for the

recipient alone, may be uttered for the
edification ai the assembly,and becorne
a sermon, a sermon froni God by the
rnouthpiece ai a man. If that doctrine
be true, and I have stated it largely by
quotation from the writings and sayings
of Friends, then everyone who criticises
such an inspired message, or considers
whether it be true or not, is guilty ai a
sacrilege, and yet 1 think no one would
put such a value upon any sermon, nor
would any minister dlaim ta be willing
that any of his sermnons should be
accepted as being under author-
ity, or any further than it appeared
ta be true. 1 tbink there are sanie
who will see in that doctrine a
similarity ta tenets ai other religions.
The devotee ai India looks upon the
negation ai thought as a preparation
for Nirvana, the place of perpetual test
and blessedness. Therefore he retires
inta the quiet,. and recitps a syllable,
t&Om,» "Om, Oui, Om,> thousands of
times, in order ta blot out the crowding
tboughts, and this he does until
thought does tease, and oblivion t-) the
world cornes, from which oblivion he
returfis, saying that he bas experienced
uriutterable things in his vacant mind.
The monk in bis celi and the hermit
in his desert retirement would starve
and beat his body ta drive out thoughts
af earth, and knelling before an image
would recite prayer after prayer in
numberless repetition, until the very
mage itself would appear ta have mare

life than he; what wander that he would
have visions and see tbinigs.

But we do not in aur hearts believe
that doctrine, nar do our ministers act
upon it, and it is because we do not
accept it in any form, howsoever diluted
or modified, that we are saved tram its
lagical resuit. If expererience, sound
reasoning and good judgment, if the
God-given faculties af the mind and
intellect did not, though unrecognized,
inspire aur ministers, their sermons
would be only what we could expect
from minds whose only consciaus
effort had been ta, be inactive priar ta,


