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ton of & mill, or the opening of a store,
provide for themselves in such a way as
would rehieve their congregations tram
a burden which they are il able to beas?
J.et us eonsider this in all candonr, and
in the light ot Seripture.

It s very obvions that in the case of
those who labour to spread the gospel a-
mong a people who have not yet been
brought to avy sense of its value, they
must draw their support cither from
their own means, or from other Christi-
ans who, although, it may be, at a great
distauce, feel 1t to be their daty o lay
aut of their substance to make known
the grace of the Saviour (o perishing
snners. A heathen, or Mahomnedan,
or Jewish population are not te be ex-
peeted 1o exercise selt-denial.or to make
sacrifices, in order to provide means for
the support of these whom they view as
the enemies of their faith—as the sub-
verters of the religion which they pro-
fess; and when others, such as organi-
zed Churvehes, or Societies, may nnt
farnish  the necessary means, the self-
deweil heralds of the cross may shaw
tleir devotedness to the cause in which
ey ave engaged by labouring with
their own hands for support, while they
endeavour to make known the unsearch-
able riches of Chrst. Biat besides all
this, 1bie Seriptures represent the Apes:
tle Paul as so situated, in various quar-
ters where he laboured, that he had pe-
culiar reasons for exerting himself’ that
le might preach the gospel without*be-
ing a burden to those who enjoved the
henefit of his services  Ior instance, as
the cause of the gospel prospered, there
were those who were willing to preach
it for the sake of the worldly advartages
which they might thereby secureto them-
selves, and there were opponents of the
Apostic. who were desirous of misre-
presenting him as one who was making
worldly gain of his professed gocliness.
At Corinth, particularly, he was opposed
by intruders, whom he styles false apos -
lies, wha were endeavouring to make
the gospel a means of worldly gain. Re-
fering 10 such as these, he says, (2 Cor.
% 20), ¢ For ye sufler, if' a man bring
Jou mto bondage, if a man devour you,
%a man take of you, if a man exalt him-
#lf, if*a man “smite you on the face.”
Yrom these, therefore, as he states at
e twelfth verse of the same chapter,

e would cut off that occasion which
ey sought against him, while they
Tished that he imight be found so acting
#that in their lordly agsumption of pre-
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rogative, and eager pursuit of wealih,
they might have it to say tha they were
doing nothing mere than he himgelf wag
doing.  Let his support come from whag
quarter 1t might, he was resolved  that
he would not receive it from a chureh
in which such men, and their adherents
wonll make his doing so an argument
for impairing his ministerial usefulness
~—for undernuning his apostolical antho-
rity. e says to them (2 Cor. xi. 8,9,)
« ] robhed other ehurches, taking wages
of them, to do you service.  And when
L was present with you, and wanted, 1
was chargeable 0 no maun: for that
which was iacking to ;e the brethren
which came trom Macedonia supplied ;
and in all things I have kept myself trom
being burdensome un'o you, and so will
1 keep mysell™  In the church of Thes-
saloniea, again, numbers seem, upon the
veeeption of the gospel, to have negleet-
ed the duties of their worldly callings,
and to have fallen into disorderly prac-
tices in consequence.  These disorders
were suasequently iner eased,by the er-
rov inte which that charch fell with res-
pect to the doctrine off Christ’s second
coming.  To meet the evil, the Apostle
ingtructs them, both, by his precept and
example, in the duty of being diligent
in business that they might thus provide
things honest in the sight of all men —
In his first epistle to them (chap. iv. vv.
11, 12,) his exhiortation is, “ And that y¢
study to he quict, and to do yonr own
business, and to work with your own
hands, as we commanded you ; that ye
may walk honestly toward them that ave
without, and that yve may have lack of
nothing” In his second epistles, chap.
third. verses sixth, seventh, and eighth,
he says, © Now we command you, breth-
ren, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Chuist, that ye withdraw yoursclves
from every brother that walketh disor-
derly, and not a‘ter the tradivion whickh
he received of us.  For yourselves know
how ye ought to follow us: for we be-
haved not oursclves disorderly among
you; neither did we cat any man’s
bread {or nought ; but wrought with la-
bour and travail night and day, that we
might not be chargeable to any of you”
But while, under the influence of these
and similar considerations, the .Aposile
declined to receive his support from
particular churches, and chose rather to
provide for his wants by the labour of
his own hauds, he takes care to show
that in doing this he was foregoing what
nevertbieloss was hig right. He #ays ta




