498

teacher instead of from the mothe lips.
But for the unfailing promise of grace and
guidance there would be a perfect heart-
break in the thought of these ever-widening
obligations and opportunities,

There are many beautiful and appropriate
prayers for children which may be taught in
the class for use at home, and the Lord's
Prayer should be unfailingly committed in a
reverent way by all old enough to do so,

The introduction of a simple blessing at
the table, or grace before meals, into homes
where God is not recognized in this way,
may be a means of grace untold. Great w
dom, tact, and discretion must be used in
securing this, for it is possible for children,
in carrying out even the best plans of this
kind, to become insufferable little prigs, filled
with a sense of their own goodness and im-
portance, but there is no need of “good being
evil spoken of” in this fashion. Wisdom is
profitable to direct.

It is quite possible that a form of prayer
or of blessing at table might be most wel-
come to some poor mother, groping her way
after the bes command for influ-
encing her children and acknowledging God
in outward ance, heyond her own
power to originate, DPerhaps a simple form
learned in the class and repeated by the child
at home might be gladly taken up and used
by the mother in her poverty of expressi
and natural diffidence. Here are three sim-
ple forms that might be taught to children :

means at

obsery.

“We thank thee, Lord, for daily bread;
May soul and body both be fed,

O, bless us, as this food we take,
And save us all, for Jesus' sake.

Amen.”

“Our Father in heaven, we thank thee
For all thy good gifts from above,

0O, bless us, and help us to serve thee,
And fill every heart with thy love. Amen.”

“Lord, for daily bread we thank thee,
Sent us o'er and o'er again ;

© and strength to serve thee,

Amen.”

Give us gry
For our Saviour's sake,

These are merely stions by way of
form. A direct address to God and explicit
thanksgiving would seem to be an essentinl
part of such forms, and, as cannot be said
too often, they should be reverently taught
and used,

Among the many ways to strengthen the
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