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the namo of a gentleman well kniown as an able educator, as Pro-
fesser of Ancient and Modemn' ]istory; se that wo began well lu
relation te this subjeet. It soon, however, becamo necessary te
transfer the occupant of the Chair of Bistory te another and
more enerous position. In these circumstances, to kçeep faith with
the students who had entered on the course, it ivas necoseary for
a session that I should myseif deliver the lectures on IHistory,
which I accordingly did; but othei' duties soon rendered even this
makce-shift impossible, and we were ebliged to content ourselves
with tho ancient history connected with the course in Jlassics
and such. modern history as wvas incl.uded iu the subject of' English
Language and Literature. ]3eyond this we could do nothing,
except in securing one course of lectures in Bugili History from
Pi-of. Goldwin Smith, and in asaiigning the medals given by Lord
Dufferin te a course of historical readiing. 1 confess I ba,,ve
always regretted this euforced retreat from the position of 1855,
and have looked withi lenging eyes te this abandoned outworkc of
our position. Wheni, therefore, two ycars age, wve were se for'-
t'huate as te secure tho services of ýfhe present associate Professer
of Euglish Iaiterature, the title of Professer of flistory -was
bestowed on him, and it was arranged that se far as his other
onerous duties weuld permit, some time was to -be given te
modern history, te which, howvever, iu the circumstauces we
ceuld assigu merely an optional and lionour place. I bave
reason te knew thiat this arrangement -ias already doue geod, and
while it is a present benefit te many of our students, it may be
the entering point of the wedge which shall ultimately open u])
for*us a regular historical. cour~se. lu point of fact, however, this
subject, important though iL is te every educated man, and
fraught with the highest lessons of human wisdom, has some-
inherent difficulties as a brandi of academical study. lu se, far
as a mere general krnowN hvdge is coucerned, any educated mau
can attain this in an ea.sy and delightful manuer by his owu
reading. On the other baud, te attain te any fi-tness for prefound
or original researcli, requires a therougli preliminary training,
more cspecially in languages and literature, ratier than any
premature entrauce on the direct study of history. Again, it is
a subject whieh, te, produce its higcet resuits, should be taughlt
net by eue instructer merely, however cempeteut, but by several
advanced specialists wholly devoted te particular departments,


