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On the evening of the first day of the Convention there %vas
hield a conversazione in the new building of the Montreal Highl-
Sehiool, at which addresses wvere delivered by the Plev. Principal
MeVicar, the lion. Gédéon Ouniet, IDr. Henekzer, the retiring
IPresident of the Teachiers' Association, and the Mayor of thep
city of Montreal. ])uring the evening there were refreshmiients
and music.

The President of blhe -Association, in his address, said: "I
would likze to speak to the teachers as a teacher, and though
there wvill be a grreat mnany details in whichi outsiders are but
littie interested, 1 hope the audience will bear witi mie. Thie
sehool boy was an interesting object as at about seven years of
age he presented hjîniseif at sehool. Rie united in hiniself the
trials of the past and Mie hiopes of the future. Education secs%
in hjiin, soul, inid, and body, and feels its responsibility. it
sees iii the mind the sunii of capabilities and it proceeds to
develop thern. In this process of developinent the thing that
plays the most important part next to teaching is a judicious
course of study, the nmost difficuit of ail wvork. This fact, iiufor-
tunately, is by no ineans universally recogniized. NMost people
have their owvn ideas about whiat chljdren shouki learni, and
they forgret that it is a professid'nal, iatter that should not be
tinkered with. âfr. Arthiy grave several instances of liow often
the courses of study were changed, iiot even iieglecting t>he
question of dinner and lunchieon or teachingy pupils liowv to takçe
care of their body on an enmpty stoniacl. lie qiia1i1i.tionis of
a man wvho is to lay dowvn a course of study were truc concep-
tion of thc value of, and. true end of, cducation. llavingr deter-
ninied this lie imist have a clear idea of thc different classes of

eductor. Tenagafin, lie, inust be f amiliar with thie pi'ocess
of education as it takzes place in LVIe minci of thc chiild. Lastiy
lie miust have a fair estim-ate of the doctrine of educational
value and inake suchi a selection that tlIe truc balance between
kniowledge -and mental training be preserved. M.TP. are fond of
comp)ar1flg our profession wvimi thiat of the lawv and othiers, yet
we are on an entirely difrerent footing, for we nst acknow-
ledge the supervision of scliool boards and others. Stili, Mie
opinions of teachers ought to be deferred to o11 professional
questions as well as in othier professions, and on ths point Ill
teachiers oughit to takze a detcrninied stand. lucre is mnudli in
our systeni of which we ouglit to be proud, but thcre-, are miany
defects. iFor one thing it sullers froin thie neclianical influence
of thc graded system. In a word, the childreu are learning to
do rather tlan to Iknow; to acquire powver rather than k-now-
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