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us, when it isalittle creditahle, when it iz the conventional or fashionable
thing; not that, but ¢ sbounding ” in it, always abounding in it, whether it is
popular or unpopular, whether i, is fashionable or unfashionable, whether it
18 agreeable or irksome, whether it pleases us or does not please us, alwaya
abounding in it, with all the pcwers that we have, influences, words, works,
means, examples; eve:y -hing that we can set in motion inobedience to God’s
will we are to set in motion that He m~ a» glori®>d. ¢f Always abounding
in the work of the Liord.” Now,itis :te true (I thank God thatitis true),
any services in our most ordinary walks of life can be transformed into ser-
vice o/ Yod. To sell in the store; to make an agreement ; to carry a mes-
8age ; to transact & piece of business: anything, thank God, you can do in
such a way that it shall be of service to God. But this means more ; it means
going out of the way ; it means being aggressive ; it means taking pains, it
means denying curselves ; it means if need be, to be offering sacrifices in tne
matter ; abounding always in the work of the Lord. Well, why? For a
thousand reasons ; but He only gives one here, and that one is sufficient-—
¢¢ Enowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”
‘ I would like to know what other kind of work there is regarding which you
can have that agssurance. How much money has been invested in hope and
all lost ; how much vnergy have men put into enterprises, and they fell to the
ground, and there was nuthing but mertification and bumiliation; they are
ashamed to talk of them. How many things have men entered into and
given them time and energy and means ; but nothing came of them ! But
it is not 8o here. This labour is not in vain; and they who are counselled
to engage in it are suthorized to know that it shall not be in vain : ¢ Know-
ing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” What does that mean? 1t
means what it says. It cannot be; it never will be, in vain. ¢ What,” you
say,  will there always be results?”’ Why, yes, visible to the eye of Him to
whom the work is done : visible to the eye of tha employer, and that is
enough for the employed. It shall not be in wain in Him for He has seen it,
and the motive that inspires it, and the results that He will bring about by
it, and it shall not be in vain. Does that seem hard to any of you? Then
iet me give you a crude illustration that may make it a little cleaver. There
are tw- great armies in battle array, the one is ir numbers rauch weaker
than the other, and the general of the weaker host sees the difficulty, his
stronger enemy has a powerful detachment there on his right, and he must
provide against that. He summons a subordinate ofticer to his side ; he says,
“you shall take so many men ”~—a bare handful—‘‘ and you shall attack
these troops to my right ;”” and the battle begins, and the subordinate obeys.
| Does this subordinate, with his handful, vanquish and drive from the field
this crowd upon the right? Why, no. What does he do? Ho keeps them
occupied so that the hosts marshalled face to face have it all to themselves,
and it is not in the power of those troops on the right to take the flank or
rear of the weaker army, and the weaker carries the day ; and when the sub-
ordinate presents himnself before the gereral-in-chief in the evening hour
| (his handful of men greatly reduced), is he reproached that he did mot
! drive them off the field? No; but the general says: ¢ Well done, well
done; you did all that I expected ; I did not mean, I did not suppose,
that you could drive them from the field, but you kep* them from stand-
ing in my way while I dealt with thoso directly in front of me.; well
done, good and faithful !” The subordinate did not know, perhaps, what
was in his commander’s mind ; be knew what he was told to do, and he
went and did it. And it is 80 here, my beloved, with the Captain of Salva-
tion. When He gives you work to do, go and do it, go and do it, * Always
abounding in the work of the Lord.” It will not be in vain; there will be
results seen by the eye of Him who gives you the order; and when the great
and final review comes, and all stand before Him who administers the king-
dom to the glory of the Father, He will say, ¢* Well done, good and faithful,
ye were faithful over few things, I will make your rulers over many things,




