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"ehristianity as a Natural Religion."

K. W. H. Mailock is always iterestinor, no inatter -%vbere-
o f lie xvrites, but mo'st of ail -Miben bis subjcct is Christ-
ianity. As to bis or; .-Ihodoxy or Cthemwise, theologians
miust decide, flot hastily, it is to be lioped, nor yet on
niarrow or unyielding lines. Sucli decision is, of course,

wholly beyond my provii. e, as it is w'hoily, or practically, beside
our present purpose, -which is, simply, to cail attention to bis article,
under the above titie, in the September nuniber of the "Ný;ineteen1lb
Century. "

Briefly, bis contention is that Christianity, tlougbl origiina-llyý
made known to us by means of a Divine re.'elation, becomies, so
soon as man assimilates it, a Ctnattural" religion. H e grives, by
%va«-y of simile, the case of sonie savage tribe crndowed with ail die
powcers necessary for nutrition, but ignorant of thie <'art' of feed-
ing. A whbite mn, arriving anion- them, shows thiem bow.' tQ pice-
pare and 10w to eat, the food, for wi.ant of wbiclb thîey are iii danger
of dying. Sucb knowledge, as first given, is of thle nature of a
"gnatural"l Irocess. Tbe illustration is striking if neithcr adequat-e
iîor convincing. Yet, to the laynman, it would seeni fliat, since our
spiritu-al '<appetiteq" arc capable of fecding on '<the sincere milk
of the w'orcl", and evien on the "nicat"' spoken of by S. Paul, the
process of assimilation, '« digestion,> and «' that ye niay grow
tbereby " must lie, iii a very real sense, a ''na-,tural" mieC.

'à1r. Mallock further draws attention to tbe paralleIismns betwveni
Chistianiity and thc "cthica-l paganisnî''- Roman, Mithric, Bud-
dbist~~!bc bears so startling* a resemlblance to the Ozne Truth.
This, ;îgain, is the domiain of the thecologki, but, even bere the
path is so plain that «'tlhe Nwayfaring mian, thougli a "fool, shalH not
err tlbereinl." S. P'aul, for one, wvill be found to bave de-ait -%vith this
point: "God left not 1-iniscif witbout w-viness' lie dcclarcs, aind
further, thant «" in every nation, lie that fcareth Gocl, andi Nvorkieth
'< riglitcousness, is aeceptcd of Hini." Ne a-lso spcaks of men
4seeking- aftcr God, if haply they mighit find I-im ;" indced, bis

w'holc sermon, prechecld on Ma,-rs' Nill, at Atlhens, 1bcars Nvitness Io
the tTutflis thnt undcrlay <'eb~lpaganlisnli.'' But, after ail, S.


