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and lreland, in the year 1897, which wvas endorsed bý' eleven of
the thirteen commissioners, found that-

SWhile the actual tax revenue of Ireland is abont oile-eleve,îth of that
or Great BritainY the relative taxable capacitv of Ireland is vers' unucli sunaller,
andl is not e.stima«tcd by asiy or us to excccd one twentiethi.'

Would-a national legisiature have saî,ctioned such wholesale
robbery ?

And the population. In iSoi, the population of England
wvas i11,000,000; to-day shie counts 34,000,000, lbaving increased
23,0 per cent. Ireland hiad, in i8oi, a population of 5,coo,ooo;
at present, sbe lias 4,500,000, implying a l1ecr&zse of i0 per cent.
Where then, are the eleven millions iwbo, proportionately, should
have been addedl to bier numbers ?

In the eigliteen short y-ears of legislative independence, wbicb
succeeded tie Voluniteer mo'emieit of 1781, Ireland's prosperitv was
such as to cali forth the eulogiums of the most unwilling and com-
petent witnesses. Com ni erce flourisliec, manufactures thrived, and
the condition of the people wvas better. Thle Union with Great
Britain was to continue.and even.to add to this hiappiness, or, as Pitt
expressed it, the Union «"must infuse a largre portion of wealth into

* Ireland and suppiy its wvant of industry and capital." How this
promise wvas realized, let statistics show. In 1812, lreland'q

capial ~as etimaed a ~;6,ooo,ooo, England'sq being about
three timies as grreat or -•î~ooooo h S 5 England's

capital %vas valued at £îro,ooo,ooo,ooo showing an zvicr-ease of
i ,ooo per cent; at the same date, Ireland's capital amounted to

£400,oo0,ooo, implying a decrease of 30o per cent.
Not less astounding is the falling off iii manufactures. Be-

tP-veen 1841 and 1891, while the population decreased 42 per cent,
tbe mianulacturing population decreased 61 per cent, and a]] tbis
in striking contrast to the En'glisli manufactures, which bave aug-
mented at the same rate.

lreland hias no longer ans- commerce worthy of tlîe name.
She bias no capital, no investnients, and wlbat incomie should be
hiers, is ignobly sqiîandered awvay in Franîce or iii England by the
absentee landlords and nmortgagees.

Calculated, however, as is tbis viev to stagger belief, it is far
froni being adequate. Poverty, penury, famines, evictions, comi-


