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and early aequiring that passionate ardor for open exercise which
lasted him throughi life, lie lîad not a morbid nierve iii his whole
body. Neyer wvas mnan of letters wlîo liad more deliglit iii pliysical
exercise, and espeeially in the saddle. H-ence the secret of bis
gloiving descriptions of the charge and the chase, and flic strong
sweep of his verse. Tail, stately and commanding, his lofty fore-
head was typical of the intellectual force witliin. So persistently
did Scott maintain the habit of literary industry thiat even when
travelling- or at the house of a. friend, the morning bours saw him,
turning off sheets for bis Ediîîburgh printer. He used to say that
lie made it a point neyer to be doing nothing.

There is nothiing more pathetic in the personial bistory of men
o! genius thian the misfortuincs which elouded Scott's last years.
These were caused iii part by bis owii sanguine temperament, and
overwhelining ambition to mnake bis residence the seat of baronlial
spiendor and hospitality. This wvas the wcak side of bis nature,
and it wz'as tliis that mmciid lmi. lic had uncautiously embark-ed in
partnership mith a publishîng firmi witbout aceurate knowlcdgye of
their business, and wvas bound for ail thieir liabilities. In the very
tide of his greatest glory and success tlic tcmipest struek lîjîni.
Scott's partner failed, owing £117,O00 (nearly $600,000), and tlîis
was paid iii full owing to Scott's lieroic exertions. I,,iîf of it w'as
paid before lie dlieç, tlie rest by bis life insurance aîîd the sale of
hlis copyrights. But it wvas a bitter blow to the proud, ilîi-tolied
and laborious Sir Walter Seott; w'lien it came sudden as a clap
of thunder in a clear sky, lie wvas lîlîseif standing on lus own
liearth a, paiiper. But lie met adversity with flic saine sereility as
good fortune. In bis ce(-.scIess effort to pay off bis linge debt lue
ruined bis hiea]th. Sir Walter passed peacefully away, auud wvas
laid to rest tlic 9lst of September, 1832. HUs place lu the temple of
f-aîne is sec.ure, for bis work-s have deliglurited and wvil'x continuue to
deliglut whlole generations of înankind.
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