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Quesneîîe & Dawson Citv Of 1,300 mliles. 1
'Wuld recommeîîd that a-connoction be made
between the nlew port of Skagway at or near
Atlin Lake' an additional length of about i00
iles. 1 consider that such a telegraph uine

("an be quickly & suibstanitiillv constructed
Withotît exceptiot1al difficuilties,'p)rovided tliat
'he 'vork ho coînmenced simultaneouisly at
%'nrioIus points along the route by an adequate

taff of skilled Canadian workinen. The'
peculiar geogr.apîîî,al con figuration of the
Country & the many streains which directly
cross theeElne of opération will permit of the
prompt delivery over the ice of the necessary

llerial.s & supplies for the construction par-
te.The upper portion of the line is alsa

r.eadily accessible bv the nîanv rîvers & trails
le"d'n to the differ'ýnt iinn' camps of the

tllols.tnds Oft mîners at work this winter be-
tlater f T'î isapi Creek & Dawson City. This

later ac iSofimportance in connection with
aîîsîort & labour, as both men & transport
nimals,%%-il [he obtainable at numerous points

n ee"IIturgenîlv required.
ncsivof telegraphic communica-

On0 betw00 11 thé Klondike & the Canadian
Vs1 'tl'vry naturally' occurred to nie during

IIIY retIt expedititinn 10 that country. Dur-
,ng . 'JOurney froin Skagway via the W~hite

as&the _ulan lRiver, 1 was~ satisfied from
observatio that a telegraph line could ho
rapl 'YCOnstruce cl ither in winter or sum-
ei r, Wh1hvotild ho cheaply maintained &

~aiyrpaired. The coast of B. C. & the
Kondike district are nioticeable for the entire

absence of stornis. Repairs & breakdowns
ShcOuidthereforie ho very infrequent. The

e e ' t 'hilnoof telegraph is unique i my
~XOieîîcet as its whole length of 1,300 mliles

Is O the rici Western mitneral1 boit that is now
e 111encin ta attract attention, & whichi
promiss 5 ta be as great a field for mining in-
ri .tîeîa the Transv'aal or Western Aus-

tlIa n addition, therefore, to the business
W "1ch ill arise by connecting Dawson City

""'th the world's lelegraph sysîem, the dis-
COV ry& development of numnerous mining
C mps along bhe route will be a source of con-
Stantlyinrasn returns & profits to your

copn. epouatonosDwsn& h
eate viciiiity is now from 25,000 to30,'D'() The population of the mining Camps

f icreasing. The entire route evon
f r beYondawson City is covered wibh tiîxî-
suirabi sequenbly an inexhaustible supply Of

poit lo1s is at hand, & 1 may bore also
mention that tho difficulty of securing suitable
perators & lino mon which s0 often occurs in
nmoté Countries need not be anticipatod, as
aongst the numorous miners who have flock-

edin 0the cauntrV there will be found manv
5u d of experienced telegraph mon.
hu4 regard to an estimnate of possible

bsnsor the amount of incarne that nîay
te el .anticipated, it is evident thal, as

tla ccommunication is a necossity, al-
11hOer anyrrce night be asked & wauld ho
Woerul paid, as, per example, the 95 a

%odfrom the Transvaal. Dtiring my stay in
Dawson City last Aug., teléphone messages

o drado City, a distance afi tj miles, cosi
4sa minute, with a mininiim charge of 20S5

Wttb a roasonable charge pier word, of say
5s, 1 arn confident that a largo & immensely
Profitable business cail be donc. The per-
n'anent na ture of the goid deposits of the
.Ofdke & other districts bas now belli

establishod froin many reliable sources, nat
the least being thefact of an Output Of £3,000,-
00 for last season. Immense quanlities of

'PPlie- have been forwardcd into the couin-
try this yOar, & ncxt year will sec the employ -

hdalargel quantili es of maclîinery & large

nietts operations. The heavy nv est-
ample of European & Ainerican capital is

rahsOcurity for the construction of a télé-
Khrp lin0, more cspeciaîîy in a country

hrethe changes of seasorts are sudden &

sovere. 1 would therefore suggest that your
Co. lose no time in commencing the building
of the lino-,& if work is promiptly commenced
& vigorously carried on during the prosent
winter, it sbould ho in working operat ion hi'
the end of April next. From my knowledge
of B. C. & of Klondike & their, wonderful
mnineraI resourceS, I ani convinced that a tlb-
graph lino ivili prove one ofthe most profita ble
industrial enlerprises that have been propos-
ed in conneclion with these new mining couni-
t ries.

lovernmeflt Line to the Yukon.

In our Nov, issue we gave currency to a
rumnor front Ottawa that at the next session of
Parliainent the Minister of Public Works will
ask for an appropriation to build a telegraph
lino to the Yukon via the Asbcroft-Cariboo
route. The Governmeflt now bas a lino from
Ashcroft, on the C.P.R., to Barkerville, 276
miles. This lino, which ivas built as far as
Quesncîle in the Cariboa cauntry in 1861, ivilI
be found fully described in our issue of Aug.,
98, pg. 167. Early this nîantb a Victoria,
B.C., telegram sîated Ibat a telegraph lino &
wvagon road frorn tbe end of the present Ash-
croft-Cariboa lino & road ta the Yukon, bad
been decided on, & that 'the whole work
wvould involve an expenditure of $5,oo,ooa.
Since thon the rumor as ta the btuilding of a
Government telegraph lino bas been revived
at Ottawa, & it is said the Government bas
obtained an estimate of the cast of construc-
tion, & it is said a rate of $2 for a io-word
message is talked of. This is in mnarked catn-
trast ta the proposed rate of the Canadian
British Columbian & Dawson City Telegraph
Co., already referred to in this issue.

Suit Agalnst the .N.W.T. CO.

Proceedings have been commenced in tbe
High Court of Justice of Ontario ta set aside
the agreemnent made in 1881 under which the
linos of the Montreal Tebegraph Co. were
leased to the G.N.W. Telegrapb CO., & to
restrain the parties thereta, the Montreal, the
G.N.W. & the Western Union Telegraph
Conîpanies & H. P. Dwight, the President
of the G.N.W., from acting under the agree-
ment. The plintiffs are H. M. Morrow, ac-
counlant, & W.A. Clark, banker, of Boston.
Morrow dlaims ta be a halder Of 7 50 shares
of G.N.W. stock & Clark dlaims to hold 250
shares pledged ta hini b% Morrow ta securo
indebtedness. In conniectiaiî with titis suit it
ma',' h interesting ta look back for a few
vears. In 1879, the Dominion 'rolcgraph
Cao. leased ail its linos in Canada ta the
American Union Telegraph C'o. for 99 ycars,
& in î88o the latter Ca. assignod the lbase to
the Western Union. In 1881 the Mottreal
Ca. leased its linos, &c., ta the G.N. W. T. Ca.
for 97 years for $16,ooooa a y'ear, whicb pro-
vides a dividend of 8., on the Mantreal Co. 's
capital ai $2,ooo,000. TheW'. U. was aparty
to this agreement, guaranteeing the paymcnt
of the $16,aoo a ycar & also tho perf'arni-
ance by the G.N.W. ai the other covenants.
The W.U. thon sublet the Dominion C.'s
lines in Ontario & Quebec ta the G.N.W. Co.
for $6o,ooo a year. The capital ai tîte G.N.
W. is $5oo,ooo. Plaint iffs allege that $25,ooo00
of this is owned by the W. U. Ca., but that il
stands iin the nameofa H. P. Dwight, & thal the
W. U. Ca. inominales the directors, &c., of the
G.N.V. Ca. & controls its operations, &c.,
that the W. C., having no power ta give the
guaranteo above referred ta, is aI liberty ta
withdraw it at any time, that the operation ai
the M1ont real and Dominion linos & linos built
hiv the G. N. W. Ca. bas resulted in loss, which
thie W.U. bias had ta make upta maintain the
payments ta the Montreal Ca., & that sbould
the W. U. tefuse ta continue making up the
deficits the Monîreal Ca. will terminate ils

agreement, taking possession afitis linos & ai
the additions & imiproî'ements made thereto
b)- the G.N.W. Ca. The plaintiffs dlain that
the agroemit ai Aug., 1 881, is î'oid bocause
il is an attempt by a foreign corporation ta
exorcise the powors, &c., af thce.NW.Co.
ini the. imteresîs of theW.', that the agree-
mont sias îlot made in the interest ai the G.
NAV~. Ca., that it ivas a surrendofaitbe pro-
perty of the G.N.W. Ca. & ks a dlegatian ai
that Co. 's franchises and pawors ta the Mon-
treal Co. & a mistîseofaistatutory pawcrs, &c.

The motive for the actionabove reforred ta ks
iin doubt. A Monîreal telegram, stating that
it is "att attenîpt by the W. U. ta gobhle up
the G. N. W." is absurd. Il looks very nîuch
like a stock jobbing operation. Before te
papers were served an the dofendants copies
af thom were in the hands ai Monîreal brokers
& were undoubîedly used for the purpose ai
depressing the Monîreal Ca. 's stock. We are
infornîed, on the bigbesb autlîority, that there
is no truth -in the allegation lhat the W. U. Ca.
bas bad ta came ta the rescue af the G.N.W.
Ca. financially & that bbe latter Ca. has donc
ils Own financing rigbî aiang witbout callingon
the W. U. for any paymenb under the latter*s
,guaranîce. At one timo the G. N. W. Ca.
paid handsomne dividends, but latorli', owing
largell ta coilpetition. il bas nat bee'n able ta
do more than pay ils rentaIs.

flontreal Telegraph Company.

At tbe annual meeting in Montreal jan. 12,
the report showed assets $2,268,1'43.52 ; liabi-
lities $2.0419974-74p an excess ovor share-
balders' capital ai $ 151,823.5, leaving a coti-
tingent fund of $74,37 1,93. During the year

4quarîerly dividends aggregating 8/' were
paid. The rentai ai 8% per yoar, amiounîing
ta $16o,cooo, bad been paid quarlerly hy
the G. N. W'. Telegrapb Ca. The follaw-
ing were elecled : President, A. Allan; allier
directars, H. Mackenzie, J. Joseph, W. Xain.
wrigbt, H. Arcbibald, H. A. Allan, WM'. 
Marier.

In answer to a question tîhe President said
witb reference ta a suit undertaken by H. M.
Marrow, & one Clark, 10 upset the lbase,
"lthe -comnplaint ai Morrowv ias in the hands
ai ane or lwo stock holders & sbawn hi' tbem
araund the street & on the Stock Exc'angc,
before any service was made uipon bbc Co.
Sa far as %vo know lte copy served upan the
Ca. ma%' hav'e een serv'ed by a brokers
clerk. ts content-% are utler rubhish, &
clearly gol up for the purpose ai affecting
the prîce ai the stock. %V'e understand that
Morrow is ul a hona fide sharehoider of the
G,. N. W. Ca., against whicb the action is
taken. Ho ias Erasttîs W'iman's stenographer
at the tinteM'iman ivas obliged ta relire fran,
the firm ai R. G. Dun & Ca. The action, if
it cati ho brmed such, is against the G. N. W'.
Ca., & 'vo are, with bbceXesternî Union,
braugbb intoIbe case incidenîaliy. W'e do
not know who Clark is, ho may ho a pawiî-
braker. Under the agreement the logai posi-
tioni ai the Ca. is unassailable. TIhe guaraîî.
toc ai the M'. U. is beyond question, & the
security ai the Co. is ample in cvory respect.
Ini fact, tbe stock ai tbk Co. sbould rank
among the highest class in the market. As
la the legaliîy ai the W. U. guarantoe, the
opinion ai E. P. Wbeeler, ai New York, is an
the table wiîh the clauses in the agreement
binding thal Ca.

" As ta any deficit ini the warkings of the
linsosfaitbb company by the G. N. WV. T. Ca.
it nmust itt h forgotten that tlhe G. N. W
aperates other linos ai lolegrapb besides
ours. The G. N. M. doos not iurnish us witb
tbe resulîs ai tbe Operations ni the linos, nar
is it utîder aîîy obligation 10 do so. Sbauld
thore ho' any deficit, it doos ual concern Ibis
Ca. or its shareliolders. We are convincecî,
bowever, bbheîîorking ai the linesof aitlis Co.


