
$32

HOMIE CIRCILIE
TOPArO7.

Dy 1,11ri. Ci LIVIN-.tTON.

Il was a fresh, briglit morning i n carly spring. "The
very momnîng tu work out of doors," tlis. Butler declarcd;-
so, (Iofnng a sun-bonnet, whicb shte kept orn purpese for
gardensing, ant aing hier trowei, site proccedea on a tour
of inspec:ion mirer the prcrty lawn filet surtoar>ded hcer pieu-
tant home.

She inquired into the needs of the crocuses and dafradils,
tld the bysanths tbey were late in bloorning, nateti with

pleasure Mie purpiîng huds of tie lilaci, then turned lier
steps te the cornier which nteded lier rnos-a bed of files
of the valley, tbat were becoming far lto numserous for thriv.
ing Crowth.

Mrr. Butier's next-door neiglibour, Mrs. Lasse, ivanted a
bed cf Iies, tee. If these were tu bc thirncd eut, svhy
should she net h.ve sorte of themn? She ha-i a spot cf un-
occupied tground, beiwee> :he heuse and a higit fence, damp
andi cool, just the place wshere rtose lily leaves w.iuld grow
broad andi greens. Sa she hovered abour hier wmndow, peep-
ing tlirough the haIf.clcrsed blinds, until lier neighbour hail
crme over te the lilies, îvhich wcre net fac fromn the rence
that separatedl the two lawns, (lien Ille thretw a lizit shiawI
ever ber hcat an>d happeneci oui. She tan down tathe gate
andi teck a leck up street and down;- thtn siowly cQCîîiU
baclr, stepped a mornent over ibis and tit shrub, ta sec if
they were puttng forth signs et Ife. Ai atmost any iatber
lime she wouid bave roin eut uncercmanioudy and asketi fur
sertir- But îh.!re were ressens wby Nirý. Litie feui -à tlight
hesiîancy in appcoachîng lier neigbbour ibis rnorning. On

=oeutil ef saine Occurrents of lthe lalt few dayys, site heirt!f
li been nursing a latie retentisent ; but site hati celme te

the conclusion te put atide all ill-teeiins andi retorn te
fciendly relatione. Mrs. Butler lias so gnod a nýij!hbourto
break wîth lightly. She was hal[ rempied, thnujgh. Io go
straighr bazk inru the houle wîitout speaking. pacticularly
as Mrs. Butler did net once leok hier way. But, rhen. she
wvanicd ID break the îcy lîttle croit titat was gralually foras-
ing between titer,and this %vas agood opporiu>aty; Lesides,
shetvwinted some bulbs. Se sise came up terte (encetrbere
the lady stoopet ivoer ber work, szying. IlGood mcrisnn,
Mrm Britler," witli a shiglir constraint in the roums il is truc.
Buti the trowel %venti îrdusitousiy on. an>d the beati was net
lifted. She cvidently did net wish te hear ; but birs. Lasse
trieti again :

IlGçeod rnorning! I say ; wbat are yeu busied about su
early?.9

Then Mma Butler leoketi up, but the glance that Riasheti
frorn ber blackr eyes te the otiter lady was not sucit as she
was 'vont tu bestow upon ber neigbbour. Neitber 'vere the
tenes-ihat sered se issue frornt the cavernous dppthi of a

rierending sum-bonnei-the cheery unes that beloçngeti tu
Mns. Batler, as thc said,

Il Wbsîevrx cite 1rn deîcrg, I'rn mot slandering rny utigà-
boums"

IlIndeeti 1 Andi wlio ils engaged i n ilial busineia. pray
andi Mrs. "nse brougitt the sba"I cs.ec lier cheeki, se that
ber neîghbeur should nei sec the reti that %be (tii was ru th-
ing toto tbern.

'mes Butler sleed Up flou, ant he lady on> the eilhet side
et the tenice fairly quateti heneash the withe-ring gaze, as,
loosking bier rail in the lace, Mrs. Batier said -

1 I is best te speak out plalnlyv. Nmii Li'ne 1 de net
wtih te bolet any conversatien vith yors Il ont y shiws
what a perfect hypecrnte yen mnust he te celme areunti 'itit

reur smooth *Geod-rnornîngs' after what you toi,' Mma
-etcburn about me."

IlOu, now ! Ven're makinz a mountain out of a mole
bill." Saisi Mrs. L'ane, confusedly. Il Vnu'd bette, End ent
what 1 acally saud Io Mrs. Kercharn b-fore you ilac up su
A lirr.lc ex fanatiert on bo.h sidet 'vili straighrn ibis ihing
ail ont, 1 are say."

. .No explanatiens," taid Mms Butler Ifliai you cuo
posiîbiy mnaki: 'iii satîsry me. Indeeti 1 'vii net liste> te
aey, an.1 cetain>' I do nlit (ri calied upon to maire an>' te
yen. Se ]et il bc distinct>' ur>derstood, Once for ail, &bat 1
wish tu itavc neîthing wbatevcr te de with you fira tht5

lime forth." Sayîrtg whach she picked up bier trowel andi
mauclird off te thte other side ofthil- lasrn, whtîe %Irs Lant
beat a hast>' retreai ino h-r eue bouse.

The firait hing %lhe diet 'as to ir.dulge in a gecid M r7;tht
near, te matte afieni resolve neyer ro have any:i.ing mr te te
do uithMs Kecc'm. for teline whIt -. hi'l p îs3'rtely
premised neyer te brestite s Jivirg toeil. Of coarse, the
bail broken lier promise, cite how 'voutti il havc g Ioe t
the cars of Meri. Ballt?

A hen as a aernîng>' inoflersive creattre. but is czpable
et accernplishing a ,.ast amounit of mischirf-tsr more titan
is gencralîr auppost. faltenhp'cnernd--
standing fessds rtat site has p.nv .kerd %re-re scarebe< 4 irîro,
and rcsaits placeai amer>g ont salitie and grera) averages;
-thte numiter oftoarrels te, oie hen-me strculd dni itcis
bc orervtht'rned. 'F-)r il 'vas netiîg mnre narclts than a
little gray lbe> that 'vsi r occaai'.n tb! the sharp 'vords tisat
'vere se sadi>' out ot lune wuth the sang et ihe robins, the
bu ding grecn an>d sw.eer sp'iug airc or tha' mocing

Tetre had been iliZhi et.ud sais th ie slty b-ivcen the lue
faunlies or> ibis a-cceunt before. Tie Lassez bar! for years

madie a pracrice ef lcerpinL, a f w bena, hrsreby servIng tue
purpn=r-ceeping themselves in fret>' e'g andti estint thte
fnendship, as well as culrivasrr>g the glace of iorbeafancc,

mr> their r>csghboucs Tbey 'vece nui titat exasperating toit
ef peple, cither. whe wtrr indiffrenii lothe comfect of beir

ntigb'roars. Thre> cherisbeti titi- driamor ltait lthe> kept
theur liens ai berne, end the diti Mm to, but sente M. thrm
hall straying procliviis. Theýn lite> tiied te lccp tem
sbrit up, letrîng Jrem oui oc ass.cnall>', kcîîng a sharp wzich
over %siens tianwll. Dur il did seem srî% il"mic oft htir:
brins haci " rue prmsnces," fer wbile bM. Lane sat sewingty
bel wir>dow. casting lier eve on thero ocasional>, ait 1hal
they wver ai ihecre -Olti Yellew. Speckle. Witîy Topirnet
aid Baatiy--ta very minute lue or tbren ei ilserz 'veult be
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seralching for dear fle in Mrs. flutlcr's soetit, neat betis,
jui ownr wiî,h eaciy lettuce andi offions.

Il is a wunder lthat a womau 'viii as much tinder in lier
composition as Mca. Butler bore il as wel1 as &hc did.
Etpeciaily 'vas Topknot, a saucy litrle gray andi white beu>,

with a jauni>' luft lis top et lier illa peculiai>' trying.
Mar>y a rime badl Mrs. Butler trorked bard in bier garde> &Il
lthe torennrin, andi looketi from lier 'vandoir an hou &fier te
beiteld Topknoî cemfcrtabiy establisied in> a weIi.fitti>g
round haie cf lier own diggir>g, in the very centre et a cie-
cular bced, cacefuily preparcd andti own 'vaith seetis of some
rmre andi hiRhl> valueti flouers. Again andi agaits us ahe
stoneti and driven homne ie tiegeace, and, on compiaint being
enicreti ngainstliber, wai situt up andi secueely fatsteneti in>,
as 'vas supposeti. But witer shte badl the power et slip.
ping throagli cracks, er net. she 'vould, somnehew, unae-
ceuntably efTect lier escape; and the mille ting kneun ef
lier. she iveulti ait compiacentiy in the ver>' choîcest part et
Mms flutler's garden,. a persistent, triurnphanî Topknetuîtcrly regartitess of lte poor litne lwe.lcaved plants Ihat

'vere uprooteti anti crushcd beneatitlber. Il was on anc et
titese eccaiens that Mers. Butler cauglitlher, anti in sheer
despaîr anti vexation, tossed bier oser the fence, acco:upany.
ing rie oct writh a bearty an>d autiibly expressed 'vîsi that

that lien tiras deati."
Mrs. Lisne, happening te stand at lier chamber window,

saw titehast manner in> wi aci iter faveuritehben carne homne,
as 'veil as iL exasperaleti expression en bier ncighitour's
face, anti iikcwise hall ans exaggeratedl report et wbat rte
cruel woeman saii. whe s4r Ileavei bte peor cmeture avec
te fence," final Britiget, who 'vas eut in the woodsbed ai
the lime.

Titis episotie, arnong cter littie, tiars, causet a s!iebt
ccldness tu %prisse up b2tucen the ladlies, se that for a few
days the weii.trodden pat between the Ile 'vas net se
mach uçeti as lieretofore. Jr> tite meantirte Toplrnot dis-
apptartd. Sic 'vas net te be fond in the barn loft, flot
under the bush-t, nec in an>' of the secre t place about ttc
prernitea oi an>' ut the neigihours ; nec even in ste bain of!
ihe Buiters, nec cosil>' serîleti under thte low-spceading
branches of their eveigreens. Plain>', Topirnet s deuil,
or site would certainiy bave corne berne attmeai-timnes- Site

ws a greas Ices, as she came cf a bigit (ami)>' anti wu the
handsomsest of the brood. Mns Butler liaed ieen intervieweti
cencerning bier, anti hati answereti shatrp' ltai sie sheoult
net meurn greatl>' if the troablesoroe creature 'vas neYer
feunti.

Jr se happeneti, a few days afterwacti, ilis Mrs. L'ane
needeti a cake pa> et a certain size anti shape which she did
net possts, but %lic kacir Mrs. Butier diti; se she determineti

te ignore the lignle unpieasantness tbar exiitti, andi rua ir>
the bc . 'va> anti bocrow il. As site carne along bacir
rhrougit Mms ilarler's ucoodshedthesi noticeti a basket of
fcaters. Site pauseti a moment, lootcing intcntty at tiem.,
ther> marmureti te heraîf, I '~opkno;'s feaithers, I do bc-
lie-e." Ah. indeeti! Witat andi il Torukor bail met bier
destin>' in Mr&. Itutiecs dinner-pet ! Andi then a suspicion
titt ati at rimes fi tated vagtrcly rhrough lier rnnd, teck
shape anti began te live. At dinnric she hait seriously mer>-
tionel the idea tu lier itasitanti, anu bce ans'eered,

Il Pocit i As if Mes Butler 'vas mlot able te buy ail thte
chickrna she neetis, anti mure (00."

"1Bat teose feathers ! I 'voulti keow rtose prerry gray'
anti white feaihers anywhtre.

.Now ' my deat, yon tien't suppose Toisknet 'vas thc
on>' heu in the 'vend Who auns a gray dress, do yen i
Famcns brinR in liens anti c.hicirens every day wilh alitsorts
ni fraitiers. Dan't, for pity's sakt, laip suer> a looish tbsng
te anybeti> cite. Il 'ill bte sure le gel Io lier, anti I 'voutti
net let tonty hiens corne beturern mn> friendship 'vii, eue!, a
worr.an-a little bigit-strung pethaps. but a goond 'vornn,

alter ait. Then yen must eu-n ta ste bas borne a greai
dest rrnmi Tnpirnot. Ir 'voutti net bc sucit a dreadialithing
if stuc itat boiled ber op. Jr 'voulti be the oni>' 'va> of malr-
in;! ur 'hât she tr -i net be turntng op again cor>ir>uaity."

Titat afirnv'en Mca. Lar.e teok lber work and 'vent te sit
an mhur wi'h MMs l<ercbum. In the course o) their neigh-
beur]>' conterencea Mcas. Ketehum astcet,

*Dit ir ever eccur te you, M.Ni Lane, that Mis. Butler
'vas deceittui l Il

1,VWy, ne. 1 never thonght site 'vas. 'WVhat maies yao

Il 01%. thines 1 licard ber szying about soîne et bier netgh-
bouts thar she is ver>' thick 'vitit," saiet Mmns Retbunt,
ieokir'g my'aîi. u.

What diii sie Say ? I Mms Lane zsiret. growtng ai ence
cusplinns anil inicrslet

Il Wel, i he3rd sise saill that site neyer br! beco more
tirnntrd irn hi-r lite liv anythrrg titan she hall b>' yetr biens.

and tit Mr. Baller taliret of proseeu:iog yeur basbant for

11S uffan') nonsense 1"I Mma Lane ejaculatet, lier acger
liMnting Il vM>lodty kmeus 've ircp cur liens shust up.
Ir ia truc pn,'r Topknuot sîszycti o7cr there clccastonal

I.uu ihe i Reie neu-, andi if I ditin't se- 1- tesîhes in Mes.
Dctler's 'voodshet, Pr =m .Ji roisîiake. AI an>' raie, I
tcnc' tht>' ha flot pse (or dinner abiout thali ime-"

No seonr hati sihse 'vords escaped her I!ps thain shew'as
sonry she itar! sait ltent.

-Is i- possible > -' sait] Mrm Ketclinr; "Ialways ihossght
Nmes Butter 'va a ver>' qricen 'vorn-bnt-yen don't sa>'

Oit, n,, 1 tinet Sait acythirg. Il ta ont' %omne of My
nonsene, Mis. I..ane said arrrcdly, as abe gatiereti up ber

w-i "Dvià't mention sti oyrtisng. Good-bye, 1 mast
bc goir.g."

Site diti nnt notice lthe 'vide open cyes andi cars with wbich
lIary Aur,, Mta. Kexcitum's servant, wvi s u t that marnent

rvpelcnibing the grate: with ceaI, took in ci-es> word, anti
mach mnore titan thtey 'ere meant le con-.eV., and wvit, cn
the final tenacre oppotentty, hsene<l te &aye snch a choice
its ef geasup Y6 %th her tlear tnenti, Mien Bry3an, Who liveti
rieur. Elen, in taim relaten rt te lier mitirest, by ibis rime
a sant zagerated and embeilubii &eaunt-itow Vm
Bruiller bati stelen anti Itlie-il anti coolct one of Mc,. Laz>c's
citiches; for IlMm. Lute wua u stuc ot it as ste 'vas tbai

she 'vas alive, ant.i, f 'twas lier tut itreath, she'd sa>' it. be
cause site saw lthe feuitlets vit bier aun cyes in Mes Butler's
weod-sited." Titen Mrs. Morgan, hier mistresa, andi a par-
ticular trienti of Mies. ltre's, (ergot tiiot terste utteranc--
"lWhere tece is ne tale.beater lthe strife cesset." She put
on ber bonnet, sîraigttway, anti carcieti titis absurd stecy ta
Mes. Rutler. "lSite was not tend cf cepeatirg gossip in
genecai, but site thougit il lier dut>', as a friendti te tell titis,
se lthati migit bc centraticted ai once." Srange itow
mar>y gooti vornen Satan fiots îe help hlm carr cut bis
plans i

Anti Mes Butler, though ste tati the reputation cf being
an excellent womsrr, consistent anti foremait hn ever>' gond
word anti 'vor, as not proot against ibis meint ieying ical.

Hec spi teck lirc; site allowed ber anger te wvax lier, anti
sie s>.iiM mai»' oolisi anti unkinti îthirgs about bics. LUne,
whlch site 'vouii mot at ail have beliced et O mentit aga,
and. titi not believe n0W, foc that smatter. bM Ruîier's
weak: point ivas bier pritie. Neyer batil a word, te bier

kr>ewletge, been breathet against tiee taic fame. Andi now
te be accureti et suct amatil meannesi-it 'vas nbearable ;
si 'as beynt anying. lier soce heaet verifieti thte trutit
of the preverb-"l Thse 'ards of a îalc.bearer are as 'vountia."

Ttc sprinig-hcn unfoided leaves anti biosiom!, but the
balmy aira anti bright sunsitine titi net wanm thte teurts of
the Iwo 'vome> lowarti cacit ether. Day atter day paised,
anti yer, since thar ftali day wben titey met aithbb fence,

the> hati given ne sigu ltai catch tsas aware ot tite otter's
existence.

t ivas incenvenient anti ferler> io more wsys than one--
titis breeze wviict rte lirîle lien itat raiseti. Il 'as ryi>g te
gise op the neigitiour>' kindinesses thaI rthe> biat been 'vent
tu excitonge. Tte> tiat bocroweti par terns anti magszines
anti cake-pans anti yessl, cf one anerhee. AIli thc scldorn-
useti utensils in onc hante 'vere commun pcepenîy in bath.
Mes. Batlet's iap.bo3rd anti scetes andi colandec, unti Mes.
Lane' carpet-sîrcîcbec anti stcp.iadtiec, ften citangeti
places;- anti man>' a plate ci cookacas, or pan et biscuits, baril
travelleti <romn ont bouset b anoter, whien ehîher tappentil
ta have unusual gCoud luci n baicing. Titere 'vere ne more
runoinga te lat ir<c between tie bouses, or citeery callings
fromn ecd other's ivindows. The itacir gale 'vas esileti up,
anthe eaî Wvindows in one bousse anti bte 'veat windows tin
lthe other btail their blinda carelally closeti- Ttc>' hati been
'vent 10 shac teirjeys anti troubles. Ttc>' atimatiecats
anti afterneon visits in compan>'. But eau, one peepeti
titrougit the blinda te maie sure that the milbeu 'as 'veli on
hec 'va>' te aewving Seciety before sise 'voulti atari ; anti, by
degrees, thitr circle of frientis began ta ndeestanti te tact
that Mca. rier anti Mes. L=ae titi met Ilspeak."I

Pour Mis. Line 'vas consurneil 'vitit vai> regrets thai site
liati, in b-r mornentar>' vexation, ailoweti thal stippr>'
tangue of biers ta maire hiec se, muehtirouble. Sometimea
site 'vas beartily aqhumeti of ttc whele thing, and 'voulti

[glati 1> have totti Mim Butler se, col>' lisait shebelieveti. whit-
ever exc~uses tir apologies &she migbt malle, thtepreati-apirireti
%vonman 'veuld never ceceive them. At ollier rîmes she taId
herself that site iti 'vella teb angry ; titat of course Mcm
Ratier bail muatie a-a>' 'viith her bien ;il wua not likely the

hati intendeti il -probatl> sortie ot the fusil btail stoncti
pocz Toprnot anti ismet iber se the taie te b ktied, anti

lm Butler tail thourht they migit as veil bave a tionrer
ont et bier, snd nobeti> wvotti be the 'viser for il. It 'vas,
airer ail, net the lest of ttc lien she caceti se muet toc, site
argur imth htrself. as that Mes Baller sboniti provre hz:-
selt se unu-ortli>'; anti titen to crown it ait by gettng ange>
at hier, when probably, after aIL, site bar! only hrnted a: the
ceai trutb Ie 'vitlie sait te Mms Keteitum; ant he te go
on just as usa anti put a bolti face on thc maller-it s
ton agrviir

Il is muet more comieortable te blarne otiter people tban
Vonrseli. Se Mma Lane fiienceti ail inu-art d erato
ef lier mischief.maleing tingne, anti began tuepraie herscit
en being a long-safiering Wonsan, iu that &ite tati nol becugit
rthe affisir btelte lthe chancit, insctet ofPleser%;v.ng a magna.
nimons silence. Wia sr ste conîti mal'.. t0 tc suret1

I'vas strang lieu mach bati feeling one srnel lien couit!
occasion. Mma Kerciun, 'as arn'zcd te sec Mma Lasse si

rur ber on the Strcet 'vitit o se ucli as ot. Mrs. ut
Croliedi asirasce acrosa the citurch t aiMca. Latne, andi

'vonldered heu- ahe ceulti look the minister in tbc lace 'vihile
hie teck foc bis trst, I "'pak nut cvii ena of anobther,
brethren," anti then painîrd in viciti 'erts bte sin et the

silandeer. lben Mms Lse, in lier taot, 'vendereti bito
bMes Butter centi have titi face It ate sncb a promissent
part in checi affaira, witn %ite hati sncb a sin cn ber cars-
sctâce.

( To kcaiu'.

MA RRIAGCE li' CeHiNA.

Almeog the pure Chinese, anti especaI>' among the
higiter cl'sze, the sfia:ta is amch lopgez insi mare seitons
ont. From fic cMd Terkith strictness ujili 'vrii femates
are sctudeti, il is comparaive>' race ltai- a couple sec tacta
ther previ.'as te betreihat. anti siti more tu that there

sitonît e any'acquaintance betucenîthem. Thisbas gicen
rite te the necotsîr>' coepteyicnt ot a clraracier equivatenr
in thte liazvaa or rnarnage.broker ot ancrent Bittan>'. te
Mr. Foy's P'acusia> Matrimonial Agene>' Office, or the
taity arriage adscrtisemerits cf our ou-n papems If yor

'viii is fer crruCg in rte abstract. the broirer 'vnll fint yoa
a fittheg parntie first, snd neCettabe the txns!c-e aiter. if
yu-o anc lem purel>- pitilozophical, anti 'via te commait youir
olurn lastes as Wveil as lthe iniercsts anti inease et flie nation,
yen: are on>' tri name rthe par>', anti lthe trotter te.
causes your aoceiîti sambassador. Thete is, bovcrer,

cone pieliminar>' point te be aseertained. Mas= your intietie
the sainesurnane as yontsi ? If ge, il is a fatal tifcilt>',
as îLe lasirs et Ciie 'Votti net permit the mareragze. If.
lhewcrl the is Chan anti yen are Le, or sbe la; K-an or
Ya. anti yen tjoice irn an>' alLer painenymie momosyttable,
the nri sîep us foi the bWroie Ie obiain Item cadi a tablet
conts.ining the masse, %Cc, date anti beurt tfirit, rit-
Th=s aut iten tzkcn to a divuber anti compare t z=se if
tec union promises Lapplncsa if ttc ansca is Iay'ow&Ul,


