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A PITIAI3LE PLlGHT!

SUCI must have been the reflection, if flot thcS tterance of very niany who Iast week, in
Mýasscy illu, listcnied ta thc presentation af the
caise ai Manitoba as regards its schoal legislation,
laid befre the meeting by the H-onorable Mr. Silton,
the Attorney-Genera-l for the Province As a
manifestation of the intercst af Toronto in this
matter, which we believe is a correct indexc of the
sentiment of the wholc of Ojntario, the meceting ivas
remnarkable. Thaugh na special means werc taken
to bring it about, being indeed rather sparingiy ad-
vertised, the whole auditorium wvas filied withi
men, thc first gallery tvas filled with ladies accaîn-
pinicd by their cscarts, and a large number ai mcen
had ta be content with the second gallery, the
audience numbering in ail probably 3,000.

Ater the preliminary address and statement of
the chairman for the evcning, the Rev. Chancellor
Buirashi, D.D., an address tvas presented ta the
Hon. Mr. Siltan, which was read by Mr. J. K. Mc-
Donald, ta which he repiied in a speech %Yhich wvas
the chief feature ai the meeting and ta give an op-
portunity for which the meeting was calied. In
the prescrit state of affairs as regards th- edtica-
tinnai çituation ai Manitoba, and becduse the
irtere-,ts ai ail the Provinces are so claselv botund
up with it at prescrit, it ;vas mast im1>%, ,ant that
a full, calm and truthfül accaunit ai the whole case
should bcgîven ta the country by one perfectiy
familias with it, and who coutd speak, with author
ity Than Attorney General Sifton no anecoculd
bebetter qualificd ta perform such a task, and that
hperformed it welI, admirably, wiIt be the unani-jmous verdict. As this is a matter ai universai
and vital intercst ta the country wc give in bncie
the points ie nmade.

H-e first gave an accounit ai the state af mat-
ters educationally in Manitoba prior ta 1890 and
%vlich had existcd froni 187o. During these
twvety >'carç Protestants and RZoman Catholics
lad each full contrai in evcry tvay ai their awn
schools, the whale business of the State bcginning
and ending tith paying aver sa much money ta
cach body, but the Roman Cathalics recciving
twice as mucli for their sharc as the Protestants.
This length of tine tvas sufficient ta test the re-
suts aI the mnethad in aperation. Thcsd wcvre

jthat, whilc in Protestant schools a fair measure of
ai progress tvas being made, in the Roman Catho
lie schools and sections of the Province there ivas-pragrcss at ail Such ignorance prcvaiied that
aler twentyyears ai so-called education, a very
smail proportion aI those for whose education the
State paid its money were able ta write theirJovn name. The instance tvasrmentioned by the
speaker of a petitian, not specially scîected, but
which came ta him n the ardinary course aI the
business ai bis departrncnt af goverriment, signed
by twcnty-sevetn names of whomn twenty-faur tvere
unable ta write, and hiad ta make their mark,. This

jwas a specimen of the condition of affairs which
existc,! in that Province and showed what was being
donc with the maney paid ta the French Roman
Calioîics on behaîf of education, which tvas ail
spent, in sanie way, for somne purpase, but aveu
%which the Provinzial Government had na cantrol.
Schol-houscs, schoals, teacheus, everything con-fnccted îith education among the FrcnchRoa
Caholics tvas in a stated of the rnost depiarabie
inefficiency, and the people wcre growving up in
utter ignorance. notivithstanding that, considering

îthe means the new Province hiad at its disposai, a
1large amount of maney tvas bing every yeau spent
for education. No Governmcnt having any sense
of duty or of patriotismn couid continue ta go on in
thîs way. It tvas ta, remedy this state ai things,
the speaker went an ta show, that the legisiatian
afi i8(o tvas enacted. By this, the Government
toot- fthe matter of public common school educa-
tion iata its own hands, and est-biishcd a national
SYstemr, putting ail schooîs on the sanie footing,
and making every provision ta give a gaod educa-
lion to, every child. If Manitoba ivere ta hoid its
OWfl in the Confedieration, if it was flot ta bc Ieft
hopelessly behind, something must bic donc ta sec
that, îith the money spent for that abject, cvery
child should have the chance of gctting a cammon
schonl education. Sn a national corninan school
sYsfrmr for the îvhale Province tvas adopted.

The great difficulties which the Governrnent
met in carying out this plan, oîing ta the differ-I nt nationalities tvhich are found in Manitoba,
with ýiifferent ideaç and prejudices, and the sparse-
nes af the populatiün, were verv clearly pointed
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out by Mr. Fifton. Doing the utmost to unitu the
whole population in one schooi system, even thcn
the schools wcrc in most cases so smail, that the
Governiment did flot ledl justified ini insisting on an
average attendance of above ighit, in order to en-
titie a school ta bc recognizcd and to recceivc as-
sisttince. \rcet progrcss %vas being made. The
Mennonitc, Yho %wcre at first vcry hostile, werc,
with the c- ,.cîsc of patience and tac~, falling iu.
So were thc French Roman <athoiics very gener-
ally - Sa much so, that, iin the opinion of Mr. Sifton,
lict thcy been left alune by their priests, in four or
five years imure the separate scliool dilîhculty in
their case %vould have been overcamie.

This wvas ane difficulty, another and the greatost
%vas, the kinid and amountaf religionîs cxcrLises ta Lbc
ubàerved in âchlbl. Asregards theseîtlayinthetlrst
plaçcewith thetrustecs of each section Io say whether
there should be any at ahl. Il therc wvere ta be any
they were not llavcd ta be sectarian, and even
then should an),:parent abject, they were to lbc
hid at the clube of the school, sa that his child
could go home. This difficulty %vas being over-
caine even *n the case of the French Roman
Catholics ; but the priests stcpped ini. The graund
they take is that if any religiaus exercises are
observed, ',ut what they prescribe, they are callcd
Prtebtant , and if none are obscrvcd, the schools
arc called Godless, and they ivill acccpt neither; sa
that the public schools, paid for out af the public
funds, must, befujre thcy will be satisfied, tcach the
doctx*neb af the Roman Catlhohc Chtircli. This is
what the hicrarchy really insist, upon, that the
State naist pay for the teaching in the schaais af
Roman Cathiolic dactrines. Nat ta get this is %vhat
they cail a grievance. It v'"s ta obtain this, anîd ta
,,o back tu the aid statu of things, that ail the
litigation has taken place which lias ]ed up ta the
now faniaus Remedial Order.

Things werc impraving sa that in a few years
more, if the Frenchi Roman Catholics had been
left alune, the difficulty %vould have bcen overcame,
when this Remedial Order came. The oniy can-
struction that Manitoba can put upan it is, a comi-
mand ta go back ta the aId state of things %vhticti
the whoic legisiature, af ail parties and creeds,
with four exceptions, agrced cauld nat continue.
In the best interests ai tic province, af the French
Roman Cathalic themselves, they couid flot go
back ta the aid state af things. Na* self-respect-
ing legislature, no ane having the smnal lest measurc
aiconsideration for the wvlfare of thie rovince,
cauld c-onsent taobcy the kemedial Order. This
.3 their position.

If they were ta obey the Remedial Ordcr hat
wvou1.J be the resut ? In a rnctv, thinly-settled pro-
vince, comparatively poor, the French iroman
Catholics wouid have their schools, tlie Mennonites
theirs , the Anglicans also want thern, and they
wvould have ta have thecirs ; and why îlot others.
They would bc put in a position that they would
be forccd ta insist upon having thcm. The tbing
is impossible, and yet this is what, according ta
the understanding ai the Government af Manitoba,
the Remediai Order involves, and will fasten tipon
their people and the whole North West Territaries
forever. It i,, dune in the most manifest violation
of sacred provincial rights, on the graund af a
dlaimi in a clause af a bill ai rights, which lias been
pruved to be fraudulent .- it is ta ask the Province
ta cansign itself ta a place af insignificarice in the
Confederation , ta perpetuate ignorance, racial and
religiaus alienations and aniînobities wvhich ivill
prey upan its very vitals. This is the pitiable
plight which Manitoba is in: cither ta go back ta
a state of things ail but un iversally condemned, or
submit ta be ovcrridden by the Federal Govern-
ment. It cannat, it will not carry out the Reme-
diai Order ; and it surely ought nat.

This,, with much more aif ulness and minute-
ness af detail, %vas the substance ai the statem2nt
af the I-on. Mr. Sifton. Froni begining ta end
there wvas not ance vord of bitterness in it, flot one
single appeai ta passion or prejudice, it was flot for
ane political party more than another. It was nat
paliticai at ail. It was simply a statement of facts,
principles and necessary inferences sa campre-
hensive, sa cîcar, truthfül, caîni and dispassion-
ate, and therefare so convincing, as ta do Mr.
Siton the highest hanor, to vindicate the course af
Manitoba, and aitogether such a speech as anc but
seldom hears in a lifetime. Na speech cauld be
mare canvincing. The resuit ai it was a resolution
unanimously passed ta vote against any Goverri-
ment which undurtakes ta inteufere in this matter
with the Government and Province of Manitoba.
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THE BISHOP'S CONVERSION, Biy Ellen tllacknîan
Maxwell, New York. Ilti nnd Eitan, 1893 .P.

This is a most intcresting story of mission lite and morl,
in India. A bishop, who bid hegun ta thinkc thrit there
must be sorte foundation for the nîany popular repre-
sentailons of missionaries and their viork, tesolved un spend
ing a yenr in anc of the mission filIds of bis chuuch la
lodia, se as ta see and judge for himself. He is accom-
-atied by his wite and thcir little daughter. Arrlved in
India tlsey set up hause and try in every way ta live and
work as they think missianaries should and an the sanie
allowance. Long before the year is up, the bishop is
thoroughlv Itn,'cled tram bis mistrust of missionaries, and
delivercd tram his delusions as tu wnys af living and îvork.

i ng into which he had fallen through want of practical
knowledge af the conditions of lite and wark in the foreigu
field. The story is weil tald, and will be read with eager
interest (rom begmnlng ta end, even bV those not speccally
intcrestcd in missions. lit should be rend by aIl who have
any suspicion tbat missionaties might live on lesa and do
morc and have better heatth even ini India.

THOU ART TU1E MAN 1 William Briggs, Toronto.
Price 25 cents.

This is a boaklet, consisting af four addresses given hy
tbe late well-knawn and cloquent Methadisi divine, Rev.
Dr. Douglas. Many will remember them and bt glad ta
have themt in ibis shape. They aeed no introduction ta
Canadian readers, but they are întroduced by the names
and a few wards af warm commendation tram Miss Frances
E Willatd, Sir William Dawsan and the Rev. Ilugh 1 ohn-
stan, D.D. This of itself is quite enaugh. W'e only add,
thcy arc dcdicated ta Miss Barber.

The lrs/ykeran College juurnal, Montreal, is steadily
working its way upward ta a firbt class magazine of its
kînd. The Aprîl number contaios excellent articles, of
whlich we can only mention IlThe Power ai an Endless
Lufe,? a sermon by the Rev. R. McLnnan, B.A., B.D.,
Honan, China ; IlHard Sayings of Christ," continued by
Rev. Pratessor Scrlmgeu ; I"Christian Manliness," by Rev.
D. G. Fraser, M.LA, B.D., WVoliville, N. S. There is aiso
a full pragramme ofithe college con vocatior. wth the vale-
dict.,ry of Mu. D. Hutchinsan), B.A., the address of the
Rev. Dr- Crombie ta the graduating class, and Rev. Princi-
pal McVicar's statement respectîng the college. St.
Francois D'Assisi Is tbe subject ai the French essay ia this
number. [Presbyterlan College, Montreal.]

There cames taous tram the Ladi.3s' I-mc .1oui nal a
very artistically-gottcn- up illustrated hookîci of over z5o
pages, caled I 5,000 Books," which serves as au easy guide
ta the besi books in any department af reading. This ruide
is very wcll donc. The best lîterary experts af New York,
Boston and Philadelphia were engaged by the journal to
select the five thousand books which it presents as the mosi
desirable fou a home library, and their work bas been ad-
ntirably carried out. Although the expense of geîting it up
bas rua up into the thausands ai dollars it can be had free
upon application ta the Ladies' Horne journal, Phaladelphia
Peon. U. S. [The Ladies* Home Journal, Philadelphia.]

The Apnit number ci the Prcs1ytcytan andi Tkjoluý,cýal
'uartcr?ýy contains a continuation af an article begun in

tue januarv number by Dr. Warfleld, on IlThe Latcst
Phase of IIistorical Rationalism." Qîher leadinfr articles
are, Il<Tht Bible in the Coeg Curriculum," "The
Church's Double Co..-issioo,ý' <'M,1adamne De Mamntenon,"
and "'The Single '. x upan Land." There are also
several valuable criticiscus of books, among which we may
mention ane by Dr. Francis Beattie on Drumnmond's
IlAscent ai Man," and anc hv Thornion Whaling ai
IlShedd's Dogniatic Theology." [Whittet .id Stiippe uson,
t,001 Main Street, Rîchraond, Vtrqinia.]

7hc c/dslMg:n for May' is a nur.iher af great
interest. Besides IlOur Own Country," IlEverydav Lite
in Bible Lands," by the editor, and "lGratto of the Nine
Old Men," ail fully illastrated, it cantains several atheus
among whkbh mas' be mcntianed, "*John Wesley's Relation
ta His Own Age," by David Allison, D.D., and IlA Mem-
anial ai the ]ate Rev. Donald G. Sutherland, D.D., LL.D.,
being the sermon prenched on the occasion ai bis deai, by
the Rev. Chancellor Burwash, accompanied with a pot %it
af the deceased. [Wmn. Buîggs, Toronto.)

The pinciple articles in the Canada Educational
Mont hly, for April, are IlLiterature and Art," by Prolesson
Wm. Clark, M.A., D.C.L A. Purslow, LL.D., contrihutes
IlEducation in France." There is aiso an article upon the
ail-important subject, IlHow Shall the Child Study ?"IIRcv.
Wmn. M. Thayer wntes on Il Nature Studies." "lFunda-
mentais ia Tcathing," is by G. E. White, LLD. ; IlThe
Causes ai Ignorance ai tht Scriptures," is frnm the Clirts-
lian Guardan; and Thomas Lindsay supplies "«Astron-
amical Notes." [The Canada Educational Monthly Pub-
lishing Company., Tronta.]

HarpWers Maa.;aine for M.Iy contains part ii. afi4'Per.
sonal Recollections of Joan af Arc," with thuce illustra-
tions ; part vi ai Hardy's "lHIearts Insurgent," three short
studies -, and, in addition ta the Editor's Study and Drawer,,
these special tetures: "Truc,! Talk ai Dreams," by William
Dean Howlls i I"The Story ai tht Lover$" by Dr. Anducw
Wilson.,i and the followînr, thrce articles wîth very full
illustrations, - la Stxnny.Mississ Î", lSûme Wandcrings
in Japan,"IlTht Museumnof ai Prada." (Harper Bras.
New York, U. S.]


