
but hostility. If Yeu hegin te reasoti Wittsome Of
iose in oppostion, yau wilii speediiy discover pro.
<estdvillingntss tr heip weak congregations; but
why do yenî help suc:ta nmian tu wcar out a congrega-
flots, and net give thein opportunîty in change . and
litre we (mnd a ditriculty which nust bc met.

The complaint cones front neglibnurig congre-
gations that Mr. - gets suppleient He )lias
anly one station, possîbly onc service. dnes net need
a horse for Sibbath, aînd kccps his people front ding
inything for outside wnrk. anîd ycî hc inusi lbc supple-
miented as high nas other nnisîecs rlne by, %vis are
prenching tire tisessu td w1osil p,.n1ll -rcst
ging teomlake ends mecc. Ant wlin a minisMer in suc.h
a charge as wc know ac in a i'reshyîteru bn.ast«; ovet
bis more industriaus ncighbours tliat bis people buit
a new churcit, and paid for it sis twn Vears, iSsit any
%ander that thicquecstbon îslintld bc asked, %iîy gve
such a cangregation supplenent i

But ininîcdiatcly sorie one %%ks, Wiy (lors flot the
Presbytcîy deal wth suci a congrcgationP Alit !
thcre is anotiier difliculîy Let nie give yau a littilc
experiencc. Sucli a suite of things rcally cxstcd in
one Plresbviery. A brother minister was aîpointlet
vsit and investigate lic tîrorceded as directed,
preached, anîd afier service encîured as ta incriber-
ship, fantilies, who ivcre gving up tu. th miihmmi,
etc., etc., wicn the careful pilstor iîterfercd II, %as
flot right ta be persanal, retc Of1iourse the 'w st lîad
sonic effect. but was practrally a failure Next ycas:
anathber attýnipt by another meember of I'rcsby-
tery resuts sognewlîat snillarly ; the careful pastor is
annoyed because has ltolie are disturbed, but sortieC
advance is inade. Tht next year care is takcn ithat
another be sent, and the report is, IlVisitcd, and we
liad a delightful nîecetîîîg, the best for several ycars."
"lBut what did you do >' says the Convcrser. " Oà,
we did nothng '" And thus frain year to ycar these
Presbyteri-il %eaknesçrs arc allowcd ta liandcr the
devlapmients of Church lite andl af(ord excuse for re-
fusi ta help Augmentation.

Again, there is want af uniforniîîty tn dcaling wîith
cangregatons-that s, iack a:înng individual mens
bers ; some are faithful, and saine arcefnt, antd )ack
ai unitormity among I'resbyacries.

Il the question piominent wth a Presbytcry lie ihat
"the Church exîsis for the mîinisters,'* then inaail pro-

bability vend reason is discovered why the 1>esbytery
shouid continue ta ask for supplensent fur the congre-
gation.

If the idea bie Prevalent that Ilthe tnaanster exists
for the Church." then the IPresb,îery geis down tosits
work as oversee:ng the Church, and finds whether the
congregaion is doing il si cans, and if neot, wltethcr
the minittcr s just influencing the pcople in sucli a
way as ta lcad themn up to the point of Juty, and, if hie
is not, dossflot hesîtate ta tell bills se.

'Viii you now ailow nie ta suggest a rcmiedy for
the evil, and a means of doing gond ta that fund
whiclt weil worked imay becoîne aur strongest and
inost thoroughly lresbyterian fond ?

Select eight members af the Augmentation Com-
mitnce, or othcrs-the v.-ry hest, naost faithini and
mnst fearless men -appoint thems for eight weeks
each ; jet them meiet ta consister a uniforis plan, then
early next i sumer '.1511 supplemcntcd .harges and.,
as far as possible, mission stations, in ather Presby-
ieries than ilheir own. Examine carefulty toto nteds,
abihty, what is being donc for Schcme.s, etc, and let
thet ight mnen mecet agaîn, care(ully ptepare their re-
port and submrit it ta the Conttte

New., what about supply for the pulpits of these
men. %%e say take eîght of the best students for the
cîght %vecks, and let theni supply the brechrcn's places,
and if iis iere dot betiveen thet ime af close of
cailege and the Assctbly the resuit would have a
rousing effcct.

One other thing must bc donc ta a larger extent at
prescrnt. There must bc sorn e ucb discrimination as
lies at the 1,ottoin of the equal dividend af the Frec
Church of Scotland. It is vcry obvious that where a
niister has two or three stations, and must keep a
horse wth al its attendant exisenses, lic necds more
than where a man bas only ane station, and is not at
at ail under tht sante necessity af keepng a horst. W'c
say let tht one always gct tht minimum, but thc other
se much Iess. And when a man could flot show that
bc was doing something accordmng ta lits ability ta
ttad his people on ta gave, evea less still shauld bc
gven h D. S.

l'HE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

CANDIDA 7;ING.

MnEUtl*Ou,-lt is a matter ai regret tuai.
E quity Ilallidnet givc us tht benefit of the (civ valu.

ale suggestions found near the close ai liis letter
writhottliase uncall1ed.for insinuations against IIDido.11
Why suggest tîtat he bas been an unsuccesstul candi-
dateP It i% ivith ails stateinents ive orteciccrued,
not %vithi the uîrson jnl tht>' cannot bliensi>' dis-
praved. IlEquity Il says lit bas always fbought that it
ivas according ta reasn nnd baîimon sense for tht
people ta choose ihair spiritual guides as tht>' do their
doccors -and lawycrs fotcs he nican that tîiey shnuld
pay the preacher for hip sermon or lts v isît, as they (la
tht doctor for hais vîsît or prescription, andl be dont
wih hlm in the saine ivay P Tht people have net
tliat irecdoin la thtll'rcsb>-aeri.tn Church. There as
no Protestant Churcli in the couintry>dtablas less
fretdom ai ehoice than ours. It as truc theY are
calleil uplon ho vote for or againsi a innster beinre
lic S stled aver tlieni ; but afier having heard baim
enly once or twîe, ,as tht custoan is, hie> ktioîv litt
more ai hi thnn ift tley bad never scen hîmi. 1
knew a case %vlaetr lcss than hall tht congregalion
kneîv the name ofithe candidate when he was nomin-
ated A friend ai the candidate had rccommcnded
hbain ndspokentaotht-. Maderatorai Session ipatrani,
-andl the people bad ta go it blind. WVhcn a nîster
as "tiducteal aver thtm and saddled on themn, it is no
inatier haîv unacctptable bhe may bletht peapt have
no chaice. Tht minîster as at libertY ta choose
another cargregation if hc can find ane wlling ta
arcepa hîni. l'lt people have no such chaîce. Wlaat
Ys sauct for the goûse is net sauce for the gander.
Tht>' must grin andl hear, andl the wark ai the Claurcli
must languish, ar they mubt bu>' bina off. 1 haîve
known $i,;oo paid ta buy off ù, mnnsier. A mînîster
onve roniesseal ta me that, viile bis people ivere rais
ing an!>' 5400 for him, the>'_wauîd raisc SSoca for a
man thai would please thena,.-Ht e ipa isplace four-
teen yets ater that, and then had ta be bought off
for $I,S0o. During these fourteen years, the nember-
ship ai tht ather Citurches in thet tatn ere largel>'
increastal, at tht cxpense of thais ane. It as sad that
such a large proportion ai tht ntw cangregations in
aur tawns and cilles and papulous districts are ta-
tabisbeal as places ai refuge, ta gel dlean ai unac-
ceptahle ministers. If there was any way ai remav-
ing those ministers whose usefiless as gant ta other
fieldls, where tht>' would bave an appartunily oai cig
useful in man>' places, wc would have ane sarong con-
gr'?gation where ive have tîva ar three wcak strng-
glinR anes.

"lEquit>'" suggets that settled mninsters should
net be allowcd ta preach ia vacancies, whilt proiat-
tioners are availabt. If thîs could bie carrîca otut,
tht gteaher part ai tht evils complained oai would lic
rednssed-, but asour rits allow an>' congregation te
calt any minaster in tht Church, meaaing that ever>'
minister, whether in or out of charge, as open ta ne-
ceive a cali, naking an induction, an emnpi>'fanm
as far as tht minister is concerneal. I icar that there
as net enough of seli-denial amnong aur ministers ta
pass a lawt which would bc e S much against their Qu'h

interests. He furîher suggests, that whea a congre-
gation has heard twehve different mînîsters wthin a
year, if the>' do net choose or.e there mnust lie sane-
ahing wroog, a-id that tht Presbyttry should take tht
maiter ino its awn banals andl setule a mnister over
ît for one or tiva years, until the>' cultivated a Chris-
tian spirit.

I heard ai a doctor who gave a costi>' andl compli-
cated prscniption ta a patient and then added "If
that doters net cure yau, take a lttîe bakmng soda andl it
wilIliec sure ta do s." Tht patient decîded ta dispense
with the costly composition ai drugs, anad use the
sinmple andl effective rernidy at once. WVly flot use
IlEquitys I prescription in the same way? 1If the Pres-
byiery, liy choosing for a refractor>', dhî',ded con-
gregation, can cultivate a Christian spiritlani,
shoulal not d'e sanie mode of treaiment work even
better in a unîteal, haria'onious cangregatian? %Vby flot
adopt the naast effective mode at firsi, -and dispense
îih tht doubtful and more difficult ? Thais a od-
fashioned Presbyterianismn, andl 'e adopt it wouhd lie
simp!>' ta return ta tht gaod aId va>'.

"Dida"I and IIEquity"' appear after ail tea-Y-ret
or, the best remedy, and if the Presbyteries îvoud
use the power vested in thena, which tht>' shoulal
neyer have delegated te tht congregations :al tht ex-
tent abat tht>' have, it would lie as grtat a boon ta tht
Church as Commercial Uniona would, in tht cyts af
Goldivin Sn:ith, be te the State.

AMOn JtzSTITaAE.

REUGOIOUS INSTRUC7*IOIV IN TUE
PUL ~,IIC SCHOOLS.

ÎNIP ELDnIOR,- It is an invariable sîgnofa the weak.
neas af ane's case wlien tht vicwys oftan apponent ini
debate have ta bc mtsreprcseted, or sentiments at-
tributed tu hfimtltua lie lias not expressed, or :nay
have dîrculy disaillowed, in order ta cstablish it. To
Ildeprîve the ptopie of frccdom," Ila persecuting
spirit," Ilenforcing the haw by penalty-withholdlng
the achool grant," etc., ctc..,tare deduccd by Mlr
Hlouston froua mn>'fariner letter. 1 incline ta tht be-
fief that il Mr. H-ouston hall folt tîtat he couil deaon
nitl> and succcsslully wtth nuy position I really as-
stiiwid an tuai Ictier, st would flot have been necessary
for hî ta have set up sa many men of strnw.

I c*,nnai. prostitue ta take up the space in your
crowvdcd colunins necessary ta denltandotaitl with ail
the drcaidfut l "would-be's " tîtat NIr. Ilouston praplie-
sirs wvould follaw on sncb action ai tht Goverament
as would mtake religi'aus instruction in the public
schoals sometlîîng mart tan the present farce it is.
Tîiey are for the itiosa part purc assumptiorîs ihat no
ane lias a rîglît to niake, unless he can prove tîcîr
great probabîlîty by reference ta acknowledgcd tacts.
1 say, moreaver, thai tue>' arc imaginary difficulties
that ani>' suggest tlîcmisclves ta the minds of men
oilcrivise apposcd ta the general prînciple af rcligious
instruction in public schaols. As a general ruIt tht
school sections af thîs IProvince lhave neyer Ilbecome
a bear gardon " ovcr any action ai Govcrnmient or
Cauncîl in the direction ai encouraging religiaus in-
struction. We have had sonicîhing like that, how-
ever, arîsing irom. Nvhat appearcd ta bc a contrary
pol'c y.

AVilI you permit nie ta add a iewv words that nia>'
tend sotilewhat toa alay INIr. i-lustons fears. Hehfis
îold us whaî lie 's sure aut legîsiators îvii not do in
the dttectton oi niakang religtous instruction comptât-
sar>'. tl andatory " is thought by santie the prefer.
able word.> 1 cannet boast af tht intiniate acquaint-
anceshîp %wîth aur legislators with which he is
favoaatd. Ilerhaaps 1 may be able Io look nt this
subject with ail the lesslilas on that, accaunit.

Now. as a malter of tact, aur legîsiators have made
"compusor>' a' ivîat relîgious instruction they have

pravîded for. Is not 'Ilr -louston awvart af that?
Rtnd dt followving from the Mînistcr's repart

la order that tht preseat position ai the questiqa
of relîgious instructionî may lie clearl>' understood, 1,
might point oui o(i that, under the prescrnt regulations,
abe rcadîng af the sacred Scriptures is flot loft ta tht
nierle discirtian ai the trustees. Their duty is clear-
IV pointcd out, an order that there roay lie na mais-
undqerstand îng ai the rcsponsibility under which tht>'
are placed. t2/ There is a distinct declaration on tht
part af tht Department that rehîgiaus instruction is an
essentia factor af aur systeni af educatian, and bath
pupils and teachers have daîly preseated ta them, as
a standard by wvhich their conduct is Ia be regulated,
the sublime ethîca ai the Bible."

Now tlacre is expressed a grand fundameatal pria-
ciple, and there as also a compulsory lawv based upon
ai, and tve have bad as the outcnme ai bath a Boaok af
Selections placed in ail public schools with the man-
date that the>' shaîl be rend (with the ordiaary con-
science prav .sos), and we havt heard nothingaofIl"per-
stcutians" or l'tests " or Ilpenalties"I and ail thetrest
afhi.

It mav raaîv bi asked wvhat more then do we want ?
Tht ansiver, for îvhich I hald niyseif alone respan-
sable, is ) Let the Bible takze thc place of the Seltc-
tions ini tht regulations. It as "nsectarian," it is

pUre"I as .4sîlver tried," and necds no expurgation
by anybody. If tht reading af a book of selections

may be miade înandàtory, witbaut concussing the'
conscience or causing any cry ai persecution, much
more should the mailing ai Gad's word as He bas
given it. I kaow ai no passibilit> naow ar prcparing
an>' Book af Selections that ivilI not by implication
dishonour tht Bible. (2) iiehete tht regulation which
prohîbits ail "comment or explanation,l' and substi-
tute what the laie lion. A. Croaks allowed ia bis
memlorandunt ai 1878, that such " explanatians anly
shah lic gîven as are needed for a proper understand-
ing of whal as re.ad." ltis a disgrace ta aur scbool
systeni, and no less a label on thet eaching profession
ta say that full liberty should lie givea tht teacher ia
treatîng ai the bistory ai King John or Henry VIII.
but the moment he cornes ta the history af jesus
Christ lie must bc gagged. 1 dcny that there is any
known îhîog in aur circumstances as a province ta
cati for any snch prohibition as thîs.

Noîv 4Nr. Houston inay. if he pleases, decicuim
agianst ibis position 1 have taken in commun with
many athers, as Ilgigantc, Ia daingeraus," "Iluseless"I
and "senselcssY Âny fishmonger could do that.
But if he txpects bis corresponadence to reccive any
respectiul attention it is ta be haped h* will conde-
scend calmly ta îry ta reasan us ont oaio «ur en-or.
Tht ioîerests at stake are lao monientous ta allo>v ai
triffing. A. HrxDRsoN,

Hfyde Park,jaSj. 30, j88-0


