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GlLiERAL ASSIIMBL Y
Tite Twclfth Cencral, Assolubly af the Preshtjerian

Church in Canada met tri 5t. Paul's Clîurch, Hamil-.
tan, an Wednesday evening, 9th irast. Vie hsindscmne
churcb, pure Gothic ini style, vvith appraprmatt and
arnate decaratians, brightened by a tasteful dispiay af
flowers anti plants, 'vas flhitti l ils ulmnost uipacity.
blany menîbers were prescrit at the ouîening service,
andi the audiencc ivas incrcased by a large nunîber ai
residentq of tht city.

Principal t1cKniglit preaclieti an able andi compre.
hensive sermon fromi Matthew xiii. 52.ý

Thea sstd lit unce tlem. Therefore ovr "aIn, .18ch ta lnstnact.
rat tnto the knlom of heaveta, la like unto s tnan thi ta un bouse.
bhitder, wbtclî btngtth forith out of its t«uîte thingt asew and alal.

Dri. bleKnigat fir&t showed that ministees wce scribes or
Christianit. anti salid thcy hati ira this verse thetu instruriloa
for priaehirg. There were sorte who demanalet that in
prcaciîing ai i shauld bac Cli, andi othtrs n-ho dcmaratitd &Il
sheulti bc new, but they had the Nfaster's word that tht),
aboulai bringforth thîngs new rancd nid. They couli flot
add to <bis, but it might be profitable ta observe its applica-
tion. lie divided tht sutjeets ta be consîdertil under tduce
lîestds, thing said, thtings new anti thirga bath aid anti nen,
andi proceeded.

Sulfite it ta aay limier thîs heach that the preacher must
tell the oId, aid stoa-y of Jesus and His love. The story n'as
net aid when tht werds of tht text n-cie spoeez, was net
yei. fully frameal, for Calvary was yet futî'se. But il ivas aid
an promise even then. It is an clii worid story non. Il
has cerne dowran to us through tht mîsts ai centuris-has
becra tld Irra lier ta son through s7axty successive gene-
rations. Tht pieacher mu3t set ferth ian- andi Gospel--
must~ speahe af sin andI jodgment andi retieemiog grace.
God comcnendeth His lave -ta us ira that irhitst ne were
yet siraneris Christ <lied far us. Ie bore aur airas ira lus
owra body on thetcrec. lt dîtat fer our sins and rose again
fer aut justificaction. ln th* tendernes ai 1lts compassion,
as in tht beaucy, cf 'lis holinets,.- lit is tht chiefett qmong
tera ibeusanai andi altogether loey. Other feuratatioa con
ne man lay. It is.thet Rock of Ages.

» ~Il.-TitiNG5 NKWV.

ni() New metisods cf presciting tht triith-teaehing ty
parable %vas an irnovaticon. Nat that the use cf parabies
n-as unknon'n tc, the ancient lebrews, but the parataclie
niethoi ofijesus was a conspicueus departure frcm tht tus-
tam of tht scribes. ýlet-.phor, imie, piaratale anti aihegary
aàfford a bounl ite ald for tlhe exercises;of sanctitltd ineu-
ity ira starchimg aut acceptable tvors, anti giving an air of
n oelty ta aid truths. The faroiiar tacts of nature shadan'
forth tht ian-s of the kingdocnt ai grace, andi aîthough we
' ay hesitate ta afirm that the laws cf thetwo mnateois arc
identical, n-c neeti not-hesitate ta reeognize a fundariental
gronti af similarity taetween thean, inaçanuch as the sane
supreme minai is àuthor oi thena bath.

(2) New' methotis ai preaenting tht relation cf différent
trutiis ta anc aî,other. Takec, fer exemple, tht relation
between crcet anti lire, or betweers failli andi hlintss. Tht
ordinazy aIrain af evaragelicat p:eaching liall a century ago

a Inii effect .Salvation ss whoily of Kace. Tht vira-
ner, hsy taelieving in Jesus, obtaras forEiveness ai siras,
escapes bell, andi whera he dicz gots ta henaven. Fer thest
blessngs-peace with Ccd here andi hope ci hear.en here-
aiiez-he ougt ta bce grateful, anti gratitude te Christ, who
suffereti ant <lied for his salvation, shootai urge bum ta do
tht n-ill of Christ andi waik in Bis &teps. A ga<lly lite as
thus a fittiog coroliary ta tht execcise ai faillh anti hope.
Now ail thât is gondi anti truc as far as it garcS, but it us net
tht îvhoic trsitt. Consccratian ofilife is net a antre peodicic
to faillh ira Christ, but enters into its ver>- essence. Ht is
mmeti jeaus, for Hie sa-es His; people froan tistir airas, and

not merc>. (romn theirpunishmtrit. To tal-c halaoimc u as
Jesus is ta, take holtio ai a as Or deliverer fron sin-frin
is fascination, its debasement, its defiltanent. its tyranny,
as we-cl as ils don. lie Cavie IlimseI for us that if e
naight retiea us front il aniqoît>., anmi puri ta H-imseli a
peculiar people, 2ealeaas or gond wotes. lhen ive accept
an intercst ira lits wohe, we accept tht pairposes fer n-hieh
Ile wrought it. Wc surender ourslves-to Hîni tabesai-t
(rom sin here and new. WVe sa>- ta Iim, Ralibona. in
oîher nords, true faithi impluta repentance. or, as some olai
n-itera put it, it accepta a nhic Christ-Christ in ail His
offices-Chriscta oaît ira us andi aver us, as vrtii as Ia dit
for us. Tht Gospel bas its categosicat imperative as n-cil,
as thetoham. though tht yakS oi oliedieace is lineul watb love.
Ta serve Christ, anti foati ur happînesa ira scrving Christ, is
rni a met optional expression ci aui gratitude ta Ilint for
savîngY us. Il blongs ta che vcry nature of cie salvation
fat, Zuhich we corne ia HM. To withhold tbis service is
breach ai cavessart ; it is faiture lotit sai-et.

(3) New- elernenis oi trilli. Tht Christiana reveintioa is
con- comrplie, andl it might "cem eut of place ta suggest tht
positîiity cf substantive additions licing mide toacur k-resu.
ittge. But theScriptures bave ta bc interpretcd ; andi the
crossighis cirocen by science anti reveiiuion ir- -- h c:h--
raay ]rate,< a juste.- apprehenalan cl -bath. As regards in.-
terpretation, whiist the main outiota of saving trullh stand
foith bold andl cîcar. so tint hie ay con tiat mrcat <hem,
tAn-re irt large portions oI Seriptore chat are mxort. or leus
oblscuare, andi reqjiirc (et their. exapostion ail tht cçsourccs

thatcetital science con command. Frans tht apPiea-
tion cf t Iese resources tie startiig reveistion nezd bc alpac.
hcndcd. Vet the contratst betwecn the prescrit and the
past, as regards the volume of iiiterestiug andi edityrng
thutight gatiaared froni the stuuiy of thet Seriptures, lus' lies,
the expectation of ,tili fairther gain for the future. Coin,.
pare the evanigelical litcrature of to-day with the Lhrustian

rli-ngs that have cornc dionn mu us front the second cen-
tury. The mliors imat tie saine bocks cf the Ncwv Testa
nilent nttuIalsta ehv.The bonoks ivere wiltten
in thrâr nactiaer longjue, s0 tliat tAie> <lad flot need ta toit ave:
grammstr and les con and the usages cf contemnpcrary
iteratut as we de. Vet the study cf the<e %vnitings. ns% a

whole, ta Cxtremely cisappcintisg. W'o corne to theni ex.
peeming at least a tieni grasp nad colicrcnt statemeat cf the
eaiing p unýCijîles ot evangtteal religiîon. fint the expcectft.

ion S C y eaieed. The les mng facta of the G~ospel
history-_ihase enumcrnted in thc Apasties' Creed-are dis.
tiracti> a tieni. Blut thit doctrinal slgnificance sertma to
be impc fctty a àl)rcritcl, ut, ai leasi, nve fait to oltaan
thb madexls faill in cxp..sition andl cfcoinprchensiveness
cf docitia statement that %ne shuuld have expectecl to fanai
in the writcrs of lin: prime toi Church. Euts histunntiu-
poses tht y arc intvahuable. Every genuine addition tu theni
is worth tis wcight In gold. Ilut thear arteîest ticrnds ora
their aastiquity. Apart front chat, andI viewct s îraply as
prsentatiens cf rehigious trulli fer the cdification af the
reader, the Christiana literature of the second atnd third cen-
turieý is hardly worth reprinting. Tht controversies of the
intervening aiges have cîcareai the ir, andi brought into relief
the points cf vital moment, sa that a modern exposition ai

1tht way ai hile presents a distinct antl conspicucous advarace
oînanj'thing we have front the pens cf apostalie or poit-
aostolic fathers. Tht Church lias mo.de rend progress ina
tht knowledgc cf the Striptures, andi there as nu olivious
reason why that prageess shoulti be arresteel nt the prescrit
sta;e. Ont idea nia> bc specilied as coming arata înwonted
preanînence. Tht history ai revelalion is the history of an
educative process. Ced revealed Ilimseif te, men as tht>-
were able te bear il. Tht aica, of progrcss is net neivel
Tht germ of it is contained i n tht initial statemnent ai the
Epistle ta the llebrews, that Goil an sindry portions and
divers manners spoke tu the fathers b>- the projîhets. l- or
its further expansiun n-e must look tu tlhe science et luabticat I

thieolegy , meaning thereby net tht theology cf the Bible as
a -al, baut the theology cf tht xcvcrah boules as compared
îvith thase of tarther or latte date. Allusion was ntsc matie
ta tl.e progress cf physical science. WVe bve bcen inaebted.
ta, astroemy for larger conceptions of the Pott-r gr God ;
tht microscope bas gaven us further illustra.ions cillats nu-s
dam. Science is pushing its researches in ail directions
with unworated success. Thaclugy will reap tht benefit.
There neeti be ne fear tîtat the Word anti tht works ci
Ccd %vil] centradict cach other.

(4) Nen- applications cf truth. The Christian prancipies
cf equity anti himanity have alread) bcen bruught t ceit:
witb effect on somne large problems, as thase of slavcey andI
the position cf woman. Tht incrensing magnitude ci indus'trial andi commecrcial entèrpribe creates ne- prublcmts that
a-ait solution. The tyrânny ai capital has te bci abulished
witbout destreying capital ; the tyranny of the strike has ta
be ab6hished iheut dtstroying îhe freedoin of the inorkman.
Many ottier questions await the iurther exercise of Chirîstian
t4oukht andi Christian effort. as tht abolition of wvar, thc
management of pauperism, tht suppression of itenperance.
l gives tht cimrm of freshne.s as well as serviceableness
ta thet enehing of tht Clitistian, scribe, wherc it dlents ime-
diateiy with the neetis and dangers oi thetisgt. Ana tis
service lits net out ai tht proper seope of tht pulpit, fcr the
Gospel is given ta maclai eut fives litre as ucIel as ta preparc
us fer tht great hercafter.

Mt.- Tiii.oS Dontf OLI> A% DNEV.
Olti ira ont aspect and ncwr ira anether. One instance wiil
suffle. Dcath as aid for the race ; new for tht andividual.
Noasa ing n'as moretrcitt thaon "1 Mlan s mottai,"' yet it
causealeach indavidual sad surprise whien death atrock donn
ont sitr and dent te hianscîf. The sbafts cf deatît bar! laid
lon sorte ameng t<ii own number. Carrying out tht les.
son of the text, andi remembering that the cnda ofeach might
tac nearer thon he knew let thean woe w hile it n'as 3-et day.

At the cor.clusian af tht sermon the canrgielin 1Àintd
in singing *'Lezd, Rindly Ligbt," ivhich broughT the service
toaclose.

Tht 'Moderatar, after constitutirag tit Assembly
vith prayer, referreti ta, tht lasses sustaineti by deaîh
since last meeting, among tbem Dr. Mà%cCregot, Hala-
fax, Dr. John Ross, formerly of Dalhousie Colle,
andi Rev. J. W. MIcl.eod, Mlissionary it Trtndzd.
concludect by thanking tht Assembty for tie honour
conferrcd an bum, andi calling for tie nomination of a
successar.

Rev. Robert Camipbell, M.A., ira cordial and gracc-
fut terras proposeti that Rev. J. K. Smith, M.A., bc ap-
pointed Moderator for tht Comin~ ycar

Rev. S. Lyle; B.D., in a teni scconded
tic nomination, whîicb w a àal tmsanimously. Mr.
Smith was conducteti Io tht' chair by bis proposer
andi seconder.

On assuming tht chair, tht MNodera-tor thanked the
Assembly for tht higb honour conferreti upon Iiim
and proccoedt ta, maki: a ftîv very appropraîc re-
marks, as ta, tht urgcracy ai tht work ta ivk h c
Chu-ch.is cahicti. Tht young mnen hati spccialclts
anai the evangclizatioo aif the masses reciuîtcdL %,ue

Clurch's specint attention. There weregreat cncaur-
agenents in go forward, and there aught to bc fer-
vent dcsircs for a largcr baptism of the Holy Spirit.

*rIIVRSDAY MURNING.
'te Asssnbly met it cevcn octock,ztnd thet fst

hour %vis 5pent tri devotional exercises, mn îvhich the
M<oderator, l>rofcssor iNtL.aren, Rev. Jamres Gray,
A Il Prnirincipal Forest, %Y. S. Ilai andi R.
F. Blurns, D D)., todk part.

In thc afternoon tile Asscmblè, aller being con-
stituted, appointeti comittecs on reccptiof of mini-
sters from other Churches, the retirement of mnini-
sters, and t reception and liccnsure af students.

EIMDERS111l' TER31 SERVICE.
An overture front the Synads of Hamilton and

London, rccmnending a five ycars, terni service
in flic cidership, %vas rend.

Rev. S. Lyle, B.D., spoke in su pport of the over-
turc, uiging that the prescrit method dots flot favour
the ttlization of alil the available talent in the s*r-
vice of file Ciaurch. àay who, %ould hcsitate to,
accepî a Iifc.ionig terni,, m1ight readiiy agree to, serve
for a limlited time. An unsuitabie eider îvculd <bus
have ant cpportunity to resign. Eiders re-elccted
wvould féed the ir position strengthened by the endorsa-
tion of the people. John Knox urged tine service in
the eldership ; and the Atncrican Church has adopted
it, and hie did flot find nny scriptural argument against
time service. Hc ccuncluded b)y roving that the
overture be sent clown for consideration by the Pres-
bytenies, and rcported on at next Assembiy.

Mr. J. C. Munro, eier, seconded the motion. He
spokc of disagreentos beîtween congregations andi
eiders, instancing Mie Scott Act as such a c*ause of
disagreesr.ent in sonne congregations.

,tr WValter Paul, '\IontrcaI, tbought if there were
differenceq of opinion in congregations now, there
%wouid ho mnny more, wcre there frequent clectians
of eiders.

%Ir. William Cole vvas of opinion that if this vvas a
scheme ta get rid of bail eiders, there would require
to bc a plan for jgetting rid ai bad ministers.

Mr. R. C. Smiîth spolie in favour af mai ntaining the
cxisting usage af the Church as ta the enigth cf
service in the eldership. He li thougt thnt ministers
did not exercise thant degrec of c arity toward the
eldcrship that is desirable.

Mtr. R. McQueen did flot think, that the praposed
change wôuld obviate the disadvantages arising froni
a lire eldership He feared that il would bring ini
grrater and mare serious disad,'antages. Even if
tiacre %vas a %vant cf barny between a cangrcgation
and ils session, it might be founti tsat the eidets w'vere
acting for the best interests of the congregation.
There is suffilcient unrest in congregatians now, virit-
out adding ta, a by frequent clectons cf eiders.

Mr. D. W. licadle stated that terni service as it ex.
isted in the American Church was simiply permissive.
Il %vas optional with cangregatians. Ht desired a
full discussion of the subject by Presbyteries anid
sessions.

Nfr. Eckford strongly urgeti the cantinuance cf the
lire service.

Mîr Hodgskin felt that before the question cauld
be intelligently discussedl it n'as necessary, froni the
canfusion nt prescrnt existing, that the function and
status cf the eldership should bc mare accurately de-
flned Hc too thaught the subject aught ta be fuiiy
disc-ussed. The averture relates ta more than il
expresses.

Rev. R. Murrny, Halifax, in a few remarks pro.
posed an amentiment ta, tht cffect that t Assembly
sec na sufficient cause ta take an y a.ction wîî'.1 regard
tn the ternus cf office of the elders cf the Church,
thercfore rcsolvc ta dismiss the averture.

Aiter a brie f reply by 'Mr. Lyle, tht vote nas takten,
when io8 t'otcd or the amnendaient, and eighty-four
for the motion. The amendaient ivas accordingly
adopted.

MARRIAGE QUESTION.
Principal NIcKnight. ini a short speech, submitted a

delîverance bascd on tht rcturns of Presbyteries ta
the remit sont dnwn by tht Assembly cf 1884, con-
cluding wvith an instruction tint hereafter marniage
%vith a deceascd wife's sister be flot regarded asa
mnatter for the exercise cf discipline.

On the suggestion of Principal Cavea, a commniue
was nppouhîed ta draft a deliverance and iepot ati a
subsequent stderunt.

grnuîjalIMcKnignt wvillingly wihdrew bis mnotion.
hIr m . IIcburrich prese;nted flhc repart ùf tht

Hyinnal Committet, anadsubmitted the 'tr=aurer's
staîcnitnt, which, on motion, were rccéived an~d
adopted.

Ain invitation frein the ladies cf NlacNab Street
mChurch %%-as cxtended ta the members cf Assembly
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