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inhabitants, will bo willing to admit this. A largo
proportion of tho town site had been a more swamp,
»ot moro than six inches, ovon yot, above high wator.
“’ho approach from tho soa was by a narrow, shallow
and tortuous chauncl. By t}orough drminngo tho
town is mado remarkably f;onl!ny; and by cmbank-
monts and oxcavations, docks havo boen constructed,
an island, famous for ship building, Dargan island
has boon created out of a mud-bank; and n channe
for somo of tho lnrgest steamers now aflont, built on
that island, has beon oponed. Tho ninev. ¢mdo, fora
long timo, almost tho only manufacturo toloraisd in
Irclangd by tho nurrow-minded joslousy of Engiand,
has Gourished, so that Irish linens are unrivalled in
tho markets of tho world. Ulster has long been tho
sheot-anchor, tho last roliable support of British con-
nection ; and Bolfast is tho chio strongth of Ulater.
The public institutions for learning any genernl edu-
cation were long ago, for all practical purpores, far
suporior to thoso of any othor town or city in Ircland.
Tho character of tho Scots, who sottled in Ulstor,
soomed to bo aflected by tho gonial atmosphero of the
country. Much of the jovinl light-heartedness of tho
gonuino Hibornians has beon imbibed by tho Bcottish
sottlers ; whilo tho dogged persevorance of their ances.
tors has beon retained.  This

UHAPPY COMBINATION

of nationalcharacteristics was clovated and purified by
tho possession of a roligion, which cnjoina tho study
of tho Seriptures and tho use of tho Bhorter Catecism,
that admirable compend of divine truth. I say—this
religious ayatom, planted in a soil moat favourablo for
its growth, has brought forth an abundant harvest.

2ud. Tho sccond cause of tho great increaso of
Presbyterianisin in Belfast within the last sixty years,
wo must ascribo to the character of tho clergy.
havo already spoken of Morgan, Cooko, the Wilsons,
Hamilton, Toye, and last, but not lerst, John Edgar.
It may not bo known to some of my readors that Dr.
Edgar wrote tho first nowspaper articles in tho Belfast
News Letter on tho Tomperanco Reformation The
Rov. Dr. Josoph Penny, a native of Ireland, had re-
turned fromtho United States, bringing withhim an ac-
count of the now tomperance reformation. Dr. Edgar
prepared o lotter on tho subject ; and, 8son after, the
first tomperance socioty in Europs was formed at New
Ross by tha Rov Geo. Whitmore Carr, an Indepond-
ent minister.  Dr. Edgar's ninistry and professorship
lasted more than forty yenrs; and, during all that
time, he was almost incessantly engaged in overy kind
of Chyistinn enterprise. Tho asylum for the Deaf and
Dumb and tho Blind, the Tlster Female Penitentiary,
and the imission to the Romnan Catholic West of Ire-
land were commenced and carried on chiofly by his
untiring energy. Drs. Morgan and Cooko had more
to do with the establishment of new churches; Dr.
Ed(i;nr’s labours tonded more immedistely to the reliof
and moral improvement of socicty.

3rd. Lastly, let mo say, that, of all tho causes for
the increaso of Presbyterianism in Bolfast, wo must
reckon the Town Missiun as tho most effective.  Com-
menced by Wi, Cochrane, a plain un-scholarly man,
under the direction o§ God-fearing laymen, and sup-
ported by tho carnest sympathy and prayers of a
noblo band of ministers, it has gone forward triumph-
antly for sixty years; and it still continuca to prosper.
A fow ministers indeed, wi*™ mistaken idens of their
own intorests, have held themsu. res aloof. One cacl
discontonted and disappointed man throw himseli
into politics, and bevame o member of tho British
Parliamont ; but no one now hears of him. Ho bns
dug thoe grave of his much-coveted popularity.

ELDERSHIP TIME-SERVICE.

Mr. Ebrror,—I am glad tho cldership question is
receiving attention in your columns, the discussion be-
iug conducted in so amicable a spirit. 'With no @esire
to tako part in tho debate, I at tho same time yonture
to point out to ¢ Vindex " that the question is hot ono
of fitness or otherwisu to retain office for life—the in-
ferenco to bo drawn from the concluding portion of
his Yetter—but the propriety of having a system, whero
by others, as worthy and competent as those now or-
dnined, may be equally honoured. No ono questions
tho fitness of our clders—tho contention is that by a
change in the present ordoer of things, now lifo would
bo infused into the work of tho Church and a much
greater intorest taken in its affairs. This has been
clearly proven by periodically changing the personnel
of thoboards of management. Why should it fail with
sessions

As to ““Vindex” aszorting any such chango is an
** unseriptural nostrum,” ho may be right, I would
not venture to contradict him ; but it is altogothor un-
likely our American brethren would adopt any such
remedy for what they have recognized, ang what many
Canadian Presbyterians boliove is a stato of affnirs
Rrovonting strongor life and renowed zeal in the

faster’s service,

Conservatism is good, but it i pozsible to have too
much of a good thing. Fipgs.

Olawa, June, 1884

THE TENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

SEVENTH DAY—Confinued.
71T COLLEORS,

Tuesday, June 10.—At tho afternoon svdorunt Rov.
R. 1. Wardon, in presonting the roport of tho Proes-
bytorian Collego, Montreal, statod tliat in somo invest-
monta thero have been Jons, in others thero in gain.
S8omo woro bought at L{mt and could bo sold at forty
por cont. over par.  Ho reforred to tho noble act of
tho MoKays, of Montreal, endowing the MoKay chair
in honour of Edward MoKay, their unclo. Ho also
reforred to tho phaso of things that appears in tho
gathoring of studonts to collegea from tho localitivs 1n
which tho colloges aro situated.

Rov. J. R. MoLood, Kingston, (Yrcsontod tho report
of Morrin Collego, and apologized for ita not being
printed, which was not o mistako of his, as in tho firat
nstauco tho ro’?ort. was put in othor hands, Tho As-
sombly is thanked for what was dono in giving tho
contributions of tho congrogation of tho Presbytery of
Quobee. Tho amount got from this source was spent in
bursarios. Thioro wore throo theological students during
tho yoar, ono of whom completed his course and was
liconsed. Tho roport is signed by Dr. Weir. Tho
amount received was 8661, which was spont as above,
Mr. McLood moved that tho report bo received and
expruss gratifieation at the progress mado and the
succers that has attonded tho institution. Mr. Car-
michiac! (Norwood), seconded tho motion. The motion
was caraed.

Princips) McKnight presented tho roport of tho
Presbytorian Collogo, Halhfax, Thore wero fourteon
thoological stude  ast year. It was but the day
of small thing . or. Patterson had given a course
of lectures lntt year on Missions. We have not culti-
vated the dopartmont of lectureships for sevoral rea-
sons ; first, wo had no money and did not ask for
any, and secondly, we have laid out work enough
(four hours a dn{) for tho students without that.
Thero is n deficit, but tho difficulty in that connection
ia that we down there have threo professors to sup-
wort in Dalhousie, as well as our theological professors.
Vo will be rolioved of these after some years. He
moved the sdoption of the report and that the Board
be instructed tQ mako an effort to equalize the expen-
dituro and incomo. Mr. Sedgwick scconded the mo-
tion, which passed unanimously.

Mr. Gordon, who was absent when the report of
Manitoba Collego was prezonted, now asked leave to
movo o more extended motion, chiefly with reference
to Dr. King’s offorts which have beon so successful
and by way of encourngemont as well as acknowledg-
ment.  This was seconded by Dr. Laing and agreed
to.
Dr. Caven now moved that the last Sabbath but one
of January next be observed by this Church as a day
of prayer for colloges. Ho added that tho Methodists
to farthior and havo scrmons preached on that day.

o did not ask this to bo done, but thought it appro-
priate if thoy would. Dr. MncVicar seconded the mo-
tion. Mr, Parsons apoke in support of the motion,
and would have emphasized prayor for the conversion
of the young men in process of education. The motion
was then heartily agreed to by the Assembly.

Mr. Warden presonted the roport of tho Collego

Funds. The diminution in this fund is uusatisfactory
and discournging. He was at a loss to understand the
position of the ministers and office-bearers when 160
c}t:ngregations and mission stations failed to send any-
thing.
M%-. James McLennan moved the reception of the
report also that a committeo be appointed to re-adjust
the rclations of the colleges to this fund. Tho first
part of the motion was passed. Dr. Caven opposed
the ac%pointmcnt of a committeo to re-adjust and pro-
ceeded to give a history of tho common fund. "Hp
said that tho common fund was 2 measure of peace.
Ho gavo figurea to show that Knox College hud lost
by it to tho extent of some 2,000 a year, and if Knox
Collego wanted re-adjustment in her favour, it would
be fair cnough. He stated his opinion that if a re-
sdjustment 1s to be forced on us he would far rather
sce tho congregations left to send monoy whero they
pleased.

Dr. MacVicar apoke briefly. AMr. Morrisadvocated
the appointment of 2 committee. Dr. Gregg did not
givo thanks for a commen fund, but was willing to
continue it as they had it. If the inquiry is to be
made, all circumstances aro to bo taken into account.
‘When special contributions are made to any one col-
lege, thoso sending ono do asthey please. Ifacon
gation wishes to send to ono rather than another, it
should be at liberty to do so.

Dr. Roid regretied that this question had been
raised. Tt is discouraging that the fund has not been
more successful.  Ho elaimed that Toronto had been
loyal to the common fund, and showed that congroga-
tions in Toronto woro more liberal than others in com-

1.

Tho hour of adjournmont having arrived tho soder-
unt was closed with tho benediction.

The Assembly being constituted, Rov. D. D. Mec-

Barrio, in tho absenco of Dr. Jamos, submitted

the rc’aport of tho Committeo on tho

'8, That in viow of

STATE OY RRLIUION,

It stated that thoro was abundant reason far thank.
fulnoss to the great Hend of the Church for work dono
and progress wade during tho past jycar ; also.for
graco and strougth suppliod so largely to ministors,
nissionaries, olderg, and oflico-bearers, who had main-
tainod tho causo with increasing fidelity.  Attendauco
on public worship was reported satisfactory. Pastors
and scasions were contonding against Sabbath profan-
ation and intemperanco. hﬁmy young men wore dia-
playing commendablo intorest in Church work. The
roport recommeonded a united and systematic offort to
impress on the mind of tho young thoir duty to tho
Chuich and to enlist thowm in Olriatian offort. Men
might be appointed to bo oflico-bearers at a younger
m?'o than was tho practice. The chameter of the youth
of tho Church was reported to bo highly promising.
Referring to hundrances, tho committee mont.oned
that ono hindrance complained of this year in the ro-
port was the multiplication of sociotics, secrot, bono-
volent, ond othora. These absorb the time, interest,
and money of the mombers of the Church to such an
oxtent as to hindor their usefulness in the Church.
Reforonco was also mado in the roports to the pre-
vailing use of a litorature, casily obtained which on-
genders in the youthful mind a dislike to the study of
tho Bible. Tho Committeo also spoke of Sabbath
desccration and the pruminence given by some nows.
papors to the dotails of crimes.” Tho committeo in
conclusion, mado tho following recommendations :
1. That the Presbyteries seck to socuro roturns from
ovory session.” 2. That tho religious condition of tho
congregations bo carefully watchied over, and be made
the subject of investigation by Presbyteriesas circum-
stances muy scem to thom to require. 3. That instead
of sonding out printed quorics as herotofore, each
Presbytery appoint its own committoe on the State of
Resigion, whoso duty shall be to collect information on
this subject within its own bounds, and report as
formerly to the Convener of tho Synodical Committees,
and they in turn to the Cunvener of the General As-
sombly. That in all times in the servico of the
Church, as well as the homes of the peoplo, earnest
prayer o offered for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
on the mombers of the Church. Mr. McLeod moved
the recoption of the rogort, which was carried.

At this stage Rev. Dr. Nelles and Rov. Dr. Coch-
ran, of tho Canadn Methodist Church, wero mnvited
to seats on the })latform, which invitation they ac-
copted amid applauso.

Rov. Mr. Meikle moved in amondment, That we
deom it more prudent under the present circumstances
that as usual tho queries be ‘prop:u'od by tho Commit-
teo appuinted by the General Assembly. .

Rev. Mr. McKay, Summerside, moved in amond-
mont to tho amendment, That the questions be issued
as usunl, and that Presbyteries be wmvited to add ad-
ditional questions,

The main motion, adopting the third recommend-
ation, was carried by a largo majority.

On motion of Rev. J. Thompson, the ropore as a
whole was adopted, and the thanks of the Assembly
wero given to tho convener and Rev. Mr. McLeod.

REPORT ON TEMPERANCE.

Rov. W. A, McKay, of Woodstock, presented the
report of tho Committec on Temperance. The report
is of tho most encouraging character, giving a sum-
mary of tho answors received from the churches to
questions asked on the subject of Tempernnco. Ihe
answers show that many of the members practise total
abstinence. Coffec houses have been establishied in
soveral of tho cities, and temperance hotels ara in-
creasing in number in the country. In mnost ofthe
congregations tho subject of Temperance was brought
forward as recommended by tho Assembly, and ser-
mons were preached on the subject. ¥ow of tho
sessions-or congregations, as such, engaged in special
temperance work, but many of the members were pro-
minent and active in temperance organizations. = As
‘o temperanco text-books in schools, ropresentation
had been mado to the Minister of Education on the
subject. Tho roport of the Synod of Ottawa and
Montreal showed that in four places in tho Provinco
of Quebee Dr. Richardson's, Tomperanco Text-book
had been introduced, Montreal, Three Rivers, Aylmer,
and Huntingdon. By the liberality of Messrs, W. J.,
Patorson and Henry Morton a copy of this book had
been put n the hands of cvery Protestant school
teacher in Quobec. Nothing had been done in On.
tario cxcept in Ottawa, where an effort was being
made to havo theso books introduced. Nothing had
been done in Manitoba. The Education Boards of
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia had issued instruc-
tions fo have Dr, Richardson’s book introduced. In
roply to the question: ‘“Has the time come for pro-
hibitory laws, afld if so what should be dono?” such
answors were sent in as proved that prohibition sen-
timent grow apace. Tho committee Yecomraend that
the Prcslgbones bo instructed to hold annual confer-
onces on the subject of Tomperance. They recommend
that tho following bo the deliverance of the Assembly
on the subject : 1. That wo regard tho traflicin strong
drink as one of tho greatest hindrances to the progress
of the causo and kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ ;
o ovils wrought by this scou.go
of our roce, this Assembly would hail with gladness



