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THE Hebrew manuscripts which Mr Sb:pira,
citizen of Jerusalem, says he found in the Arabian
desert are a fraud. Mr. Shapira offered them to the
Briush Gavernment for the madest sum of $5,000,000
The Premier thought this a large sum to invest
la twenty five sheepskins unless they gere genuine,
and commissioned Dr. Gt g, A Hebrgw cpedahs'
to examine them, Dr, GIB was asiisted by
other eminent speciallsts, and these d gentlemen
declare that the ink in the manuscripts t more
- dhan fen years old. Mr. Shapira is a rather hoted
discoverer, Hefound the Moabite stones that were
sold to the Getrman Government a few years sgo for
alarge sum. The manuscript business would have
paid him well had he got these five millions outof John
Bull’s treasury. As matters now stand, his chances
for getting the mopey are of the shmmest kind im-:
aginable, This gentleman’s name is painfully sug.
gestive. It reminds one of a lady tha: figured in a
land transaction pearly tvo thousand years ago at
Jerusalem. If M. Snhapira is a L.neal descendant of
the wife of Ananias he should give up the manusenpt
business and try his hand at the paper city bu«iness
in the Nonth-West. Real estate is morein his line,
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THE holiday season for business and professional
menisaboutover, The long vacation for the lawyersis
ended and the gentlemen of the long robe are again
at Ministers who were foriunate enopgh to

bave: olidays are returning to their pulpits! The
noY) y of teachers resumed operations this week.

Business men are getting back to their counters and
desks, The play is overand work has begun, These
classes, however, form 2 small part of the community.
The great m ‘ority of our people are farmers, and
they too should have their holiday Se tember and
October are the boliday months for them., Harvest
will soon be over and the winter wheat sown. When
this is done ws bope ocur many friends in the rural
districts will take a good epjoyab'e tnip. They need
a rest, and so Jdo their wives and daughters. There
are few farmers in the older parts of Ontario now that
cannot affcrd a trip to Taronto, Montreal, New York
or Chicajre. A run t, one of these cities is a cspital
thing f,r one whn h.s been closely at work all sum-_
mer. [fa visit to some quiet rural spot is good {or a
city man, the man who spends his year in A~quiet
place finds corresponding benefit in a visit to a lasge
clty. A complete change of surroundings is highly
benpeficial,, Farmers need a holiday quite as much as
any olhcx*dass, and we hope there will be a general
move aloag the whole line during the next two months.
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As we wnite, the debate un she basis of Uaionan ibe |

Conference of the Canada Methodists 13 1n full blast
Thae whole ground 1s being gone over and the interest
is mtense, There is no use in denying that a tpiorty
/£ very able and o fluential men will fight aghgh‘ the
present basis to the last,  Just how mai” -.&abeas

of Confereace are oppored to union on any basis may |

never Be known ; bat 1t 1s clear that some ns the best
men 1n the Church are opposed to union on this basis.
Most of those who attack the basis ave carefut to
declare themselves in favoor of anlie, It i3 just
posnible that the union negouauons may bare been
unduly burried. Whean there is “ anion in ke an”

minorities ars aci always treated with jadicious kiad.
vess. It certalnly was not wise for the unlon party
to open the Conference with the declaration on the
part of a prominent member that no amendments
could be moved to the basis. The antl-basis party
accepted the challenge, and began to make amend.
ments forthwith, It is & very risky thiog to challenge
a body tn which a large number of fullsgrown Eoglishe
men aro found, They don’t take kindly to being
challenged, It is difficult to sayat the present writing
what the result may be. The basls can ba carmried, we
believe, as it stands ; but a victory of that kind may
not mean a peaceful and prosparous union, Mean.
time wo hope our brethren may soon come to a wise
scitlement of the question,

Now is the time for ministers who bave had a
vacation to prova to their congregations that a vaca.
ilon is & good thing. The way to do it is to preach
real good sermons immedistely after resuming work
There will bs no trouble about holidays next year if
the people leave Church saying, ** How our minister
bas brightened up during his vacation : the rest did
him so much good . that was a capital ser. on ; hels
bimself again, fresh, vigorous and better than ever ;&
vacation is just the thing for a ministes.” It is rather
discouraging to a congregation if the first few pulpit
eforts after thair minicter's return are below the mark,
1t is a great pity if tbe people thould bave cause to
) leave Church saying, ** What s the uso of giviog Aim
a holiday—he is as dry asever7” Autumn isa good

- time for first-class pulpit work. The weatber is cool,
cburches are comfortable then, if comfortable at any
time, and the people are not weary aod jaded as they
often arg in the heated term. A minister should do
bis best at all times, but the times are not all equally
favourable, Humanly speaking the present is a good
season for the best possible pulpit efforts. Let the
ambassadors of the King begin their work with re-
r.wed and increased zeal and power. In this way
they will prove that it is a good thing to follow the
Master's example and go aside and rest a while, They
wiil also enjsy somethiog better than can baer wed
duniog vacation—ibat intense pleasure that always
springs from doing the Master's work fanhfully and
well.

HOME MISSIONS—~QUEBEC PRESBYTERY,

NTEREST in the Home Mission work of the
Church i3 steadily growing. Tie efforts to supply
Gospel iL.cances to Presbyterians\throughout the
older Provinces for a time absorbed almost all the
attention of the offi-e-bearers of ke Presbyterian
Church to the exclusion of Home Mbsion work prop-
etly so-called, Owing to circumstances this was all
that could bs done, and in some instances only too
imperfectly. In cestain districts of Ontario to-day
when the country was first settled, numbers of Presby-
tertans vere deprived of their own forms of worship.
The resources of the Church were then so limited that
0o provision could be made to supply the pressing
wants of these early pioneers. It might be said that
had a {zw earnest ones among them organized ser-
vices and held occasional meetings till effective help
came, large and fl surishing churches might bave been
in existenco where only a langulshing mission station
can at rase intervals be found. The might bave
been, however, is a ~30r consideration as a guide for
present duty unless it be to wam against a repitition
of the mistakes of the past. A few davoted menina
district sparsely seitled by Presbyterians, may, under
exceptional circumstances, be able to effect much
good, but opportunities are limited, results are dis.
appointing and apt to be discouraging.

Now that ﬂaunsbing congregations are in existeace
in all centres w_ere populauo:a is numerous, .he
peglewt of past years woald be inescdsable. Thiough-
cus the Chuarch there Is a growing:iaterest in mission
woik, and the cesclt Is mostegralifying. It wouold,
however, be a grave mistake to sik into a state of
self-complacency and imagine that the very best is
Lelog dene that can be done, Tkere are congrega
wons o the Chatch which have had thelt early
sunggles, bat are now in the erjayment of congre-
gauonal contentment and erspenty. Wuhin rcach
ot them are weak and strugglink stations to whom a
little self denying help would Hq.very usef:i and en-
couraging. Batse! They are permitted to struggle
for existence as they i3t can go far as their nearest

important interests are likely to be overlooked, and

sister congregation is concesned. There are, evenin

the cungregations most noted for the/: h. <rality acd
misslonary enterprise, individcals of so churlish a
disposition that were all to act on the same niggardly
scale of glving for Home Mission objects the causeof
Church extension would be in a miserable conditton
now, Inthisimportant bravch of Christian endeavour
the apostolicinjunction, * Let us waik by thesamarule,
let <3 mind the same things,” ought oot 1o be over.
looked, If the feeling that the well-established con-
gregations would find it a most useful and elevating
work to foster the nearest weak congregauon or m 4
slon station were more generally diffused than it isat
present, an immense impulse to the causs of Home
Mictions would be supplied. It would bs a mutual
blessiog {n which it would ba difficult to say whether
the giver or the receiver would most largely partici.
pate,

In the Report presented to tho last General Assem.
bly by tt s Home Mission Committee, Western Scc.
tion, thes= is a detailed and very interesting account
of the present condition and requirements of the
Home Mission field. Attention is very properly
directed to thelargeand promising field for Church ex-
tension in the new Province and territories of the
great North-West, \While anxious that all that can be
done ought to be done for this vast ficld so promising
in relation to the future destinies of the Dominion, we
ought oot to overlook (he old histeric fields whose
claims have not been brought before the Church with
the same promiuence and persistency that the mis-
sions in the North West have justly received.

What a field for evangelical missionary enterprise
does the Province of Qebec afford!  Presbyterians
are to be found throughout that ancient Province out.
side the cities they are comparatively few in nuvmber,
and those iotimately arquainted with the state of
affairs declare that, in remoter parts, they arte dis.
appearing altogether, being absorbed by the surround.
Ing population. Inthe Presbytery of Q iebec at the
date of the union in 1875, there were thirteen settled
congregations and two vacant charges ; now sixteen
congregations and one vacant charge are reported.
Thereare six mission stations reported in this Presby-
terv. lo several instances gratilying progressis noted,
but a tone of despondency is toc apparent in the re-
port. The field is a confessedly d fli-ult one. The
distances 2 missionzry has to travel in many cases
under great disadvantages, the want of suitable mes
and adequate m2ans, and the overshadowing ir fluence
of Romanism have refyrded the work in the past,
The preponderance of t§e Church of Rome like an
advancing tide in some Jogalitics sweepsaway the few
r-maining representatives of Presbyterianism, so that
not a few missionary libourers are becoming discour-
aged.

g’l‘hc immediate ontlook in the Province of Quebec
may in some instances be somewhat unpromising.
There should, however, be no talk of retiring from the
field use present appearances are discouraging.
\Ln & copgregations of evaogelical Protestants scat
r&\t#ughout Quebec would be as beacon-lights
amid the surrounding gloom. They wouid have an
influence-for good. By their mutual sympathy they
would strengthen and encovrage each other, and act
as a restraint on those wko are pliant enough to yield
to the social and ecclesiastical pressure with which
they are surrounded.

It is clear that if missiooary operations in the Prov.
ince of Quebec are to be successful they must be prose-
cuted by the Church as a whole much more eaergett
caliy than they have been in the past.  Small mission
fields have been cultivated by missionaries and stu-
dents ; but their opportunities have been so limited
that these stations have been left for many weeks
without supply of any kind, and this would be disas-
trous in far more vigorous 1. ission fields than any to
be found in Quebec. There ought to be a band of
acl eqalpped ordained missionaries, men imbued
with the self denying spirit of the Gospel, mer who
are prepared to consecrate their lives to this spe.al
work. If men are forthcoming then the Church must
pot be nlggard!yf\t eir maintenance. A mission in
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Quebec Province pot be carried on exactly on
<omunercial pripgi The giusti-a is onc of duty
il the Chute # {%obl.gaucn to send labou.ers
into the feld, thea it mu.h her duty to ea.end o
them suffictent support.  With enlarged sense of duiv
and steadily augmenting resources the Church at large
ought to zhow greater diligence in supporting **e
cause of evangelical Christianity in the Province of

Quebec.




