712

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

(Novenaz 8th, 1888

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,
$2.00 PER ANNUM IN ADVANCE.

C. BLACKETT ROBINSON, Proprietor.
Orrice—No. 5 JorRDAN ST., TORONTO.
ADVERTISING TERMS.—Under 3 months, 10 cents per line
per insertion ; 3 months, $1 perline ; 6 months, $1.50 perline ; 1 year,
$s3.50. No advertisements charged at lessthan five lines. None other
than unobjectionableadverti. staken.

WESTERN GENERAL AGENT,

MR. JOHN MACAULEY is our authorized Agent for THE CAN-
ADA PrusevTERIAN. He will collect outstanding accounts, lnfl take
names of new subscribers. Friends are invited to give any assistance
in their power to Mr. Macauley in all the congregations he may visit.

TORONTO, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1882,

WE are pleased to learn that the health of the Hon.
John McMurrich continues to improve,

WE have a letter from Rev. Principal Caven, on
the Endowment of Knox College, which we are re-
luctantly compelled to hold over until next issue.

HERBERT SPENCER, Evolutionist and Agnostic, has
unwittingly given us a good point in favour of putting
the Bible in our public schools. In an interview with
a representative of the New York press, the philoso-
pher dwelt at length on the fact that education is not
a remedy for political corruption. Education, said
he, only enables those “ wko before stole horses, now to
steal raslyoads” “ Not lack of information, but lack
of moral sentiment, is thefroot of the evil.” Exactly
so. The people know enough, but mere secular
knowledge will not even keep them from stealing rail-
roads. We are not any better in Canada, nor can a
purely secular education do any more for us than for
our friends across the lines.

LAST week a scoundrel named Ellis, who has been

carrying on evangelistic work among the Baptists in
Nova Scotia, came to grief in St. John. The scamp
has a wife and three children in Massachusetts, but
fancying a woman in a town in Maine, in which he
had been doing evangelistic work, he persuaded her
to leave her husband and child and elope with him to
St. John. The husband followed and had him
arrested for adultery under an old New Brunswick law,
and fined $400, or two years’ imprisoument. Ellis, it
appears, made a great sensation in Nova Scotia, and
no doubt enlightened some of the Presbyterians down
there on baptism. Had he been carrying on his
evangelistic work in any of our Ontario towns, and
had he succeeded in making an excitement, it might
have gone hard with a minister who refused to
help him in his filthy fraud. If Ellis began in the
spirit, he has certainly ended in the flesh. He is not
by any means the only one of his class that has fol.
lowed that order.

WHATEVER we may think of Henry Ward Beecher’s
theology, every one will admit that he did a right
manly thing in retiring from the Congregational As-
sociation of New York and Brooklyn. There were no
reasons why he should retire except reasons arising
from his own sense of honour. The majority of the
Association would no doubt sustain him, even if his
theological views were morefheterodox than they are.
He might have provoked the more orthodox members
of the Association into trying him for heterodoxy; and
the trial would have brought him immense notoriety.
But the old man did not do anything so questionable,
Fearing that his ecclesiastical company might com-
promise some of his brethren, he left. Every minister
who knows his doctrinal views are not in accord with
the creed of his denomination should do exactly the
same thing. To remain within the body and cause
irritation in the whole Church, as well as trouble to its
best members, and then pose as a martyr the moment
the wheels of discipline are moved, is an ineffably
mean business. A minister should know himself
whether he is in accord with his Church or not, and if
he knows he is not he should have the manliness to
leave quietly.

ON all hands the question is asked,—How will this
movement in favour of putting the Bible in the schools
end? Everything will depend on what the Methodists,
Episcopalians, and Presbyterians do in the matter.
If they push the movement vigorously, a change will
be made in the right direction, and made soon. If
they movellanguidly, or let the matter drop, most
likely we have seen the end now. A reasonably
unanimous public opinion can carry any just measure
in a free country like ours, but it must be brought to
bear vigorously and continuously. There is no use
in discussing the merits of the question at any length,
It is simply impossible to raise a new point, or even to
put an old one in a new light. The ground has been
gone over again and again. The question now before
the people is, Do you wish this change made in
your Public School Regulations? If you do, say so,
and keep on saying so, and the thing will be done.
The old business of blaming Catholics for every evil
in connection with our schools should be stopped.
That has long been a cheap and easy way of explain-
ing things. We don’t believe Archbishop Lynch
would raise his little finger to keep the Bible out of
the Public Schools of Ontario. A very slight exami-
nation might reveal the fact that Agnosticism has

more to do with the opposition than all the Catholics
in the Province.

KNOX COLLEGE ENDOWMENT.

AS our readers will see from the report in another

column of the meeting last week, the movement
for the endowment of Knox College has been fairly
inaugurated, and in circumstances most propitious
and encouraging. All the friends present were most
cordial in their endorsation of the scheme, and very
many throughout the Province who were unavoidably
absent, will be found to be equally interested, and
equally liberal. When so much is done, chiefly by the
wealthy members of other denominations, and by those
of our own who are specially interested in, and specially
connected with, the other Colleges of our Canadian
Church, it would be an intimation that the friends of
Knox College were either unable or unwilling to follow
in the same course of enlightened liberality and
zealous endeavour. It is a matter of notoriety that
such pecuniary inability among the constituency of
Knox College does not exist, and as to the unwilling.
ness, the result of the present movement will, in due
time, make the actual facts very clearly manifest. We
have much pleasure in making the announcement that
Mr. Jas. McLaren, of Buckingham, has already prom-
ised fifty thousand dollars as his personal subscription
to the fund, and that it is fully expected another will fol-
low with an equal sum. Such proceedings are some-
thing like the thing. They intimate at once enlight-
ened zeal, and large-hearted liberality, But, while it

is a matter for devout thankfulness to notice how the

wealthy men are coming forward with their thousands,
there is, we need scarcely add, plenty of room and need
for the hundreds, and for the tens, which many, with
equal liberality, and very likely with greater self-
denial, are also willing and rejoiced to consecrate to
this work.

It is an unerring and universally adopted standard
of judging what may be the importance which any one
attaches to an enterprise, whether of a secular or
sacred character, to mark how much trouble he is
willing to take, how much hardshj

ip to undergo, and
how much money to give for jts admc:n:?ht' and
triumph. The grand private residence—the fine

equipage — the magnificent entertainments, and
forth—how much? And then, geyr contra, gi,e cau::
of Christ—the promotion of e

ducation, the general
advancement of the community, etc., howmuch? The
quiet, calm, enlightened striking of the balance in the

court of conscience will enabie every one, with a great
deal of certainty, to come to a tolerably ri’ghteo:g con.-
clusion in reference-to his own f,

eelin

estimates, in any particular lnmnce, as:ci zhi:ﬁl::g
these that each is chiefly, if not '
cerned, He is n:t to % judge another.”

There is something infinitely touchin, .
tive in the following sentences f,omg;:d :}l m
Foster’s lectures—sentences which many might do
well to ponder :—“It may be here suggested, to
imagine the feelings towards the close of lfe of ey
who remember having a good work in the

time of its comparative feebleness, but have lived
it struggle through its difﬂcultlu: and now 1 tee

into strength and expansion. Inminds incorrigibly hs

—

there is intense malignity (though perhaps no longe
openly proclaimed). They regard the thing almost 85
a personal offence and insult, like what has been r®
ported of the apostate Julian. But we would rathe
refer to such as were not positively enemies, Whos®
‘ despising ’ in a mitigated sense of the word (that i%
depreciation standing aloof from a good cause), "
from little faith, self-sparing, false prudence, worldly
calculation. They have to remember their cold u2°
friendly looks at the concern and its advocates— th
perverse ingenuity in finding or making objections—
their predictions of failure—their assumption t
sounder judgment in making them—how their favo"
was withheld, when worldly or irreligious men deri M
how their assistance was refused when there "’b‘
pressing need of means. They have lived to see !
the good cause could do without them, and that th to
were more generous, liberal magnanimous spifits
be found in the community. They have lived t0
the discountenanced undertaking advancing in 8 h‘“’;
ful progress. But no thanks to #hem that a new o f
has been brought into the field for conflict with f'::,
and iniquity, that some * das% Blaces of the earth o
partially enlightened, that there has been a little te
tension to the kingdom of Christ. A disconsols
feeling arises on such a review. ‘I might have
rejoicing with them that rejoice;’ there is ™
fication at the last, but a much better sentiment
mind now rightly affected—regret.” be
Of course, it is very possible that many m8Y 00
warm, enlightened, liberal friends of thorough
logical education, without seeing their way clearly of
co-operate in the effort for endowing either K“"’“k,
any other college. They may think that colleges and
churches, ought to be supported from day to daY: 1iad
from year to year by the free-will offerings of Cbﬂ: is
people. If they think 30, and act correspondiog yno
the liberal character of their current contribution$ *’
one can have any cause for either objection Of vert
plaint. And no one, we are sure, will seek any. E and
one must take the course of which his iﬂdlm‘ntc‘,g,
conscience most thoroughly approve. In a0y o fof
however, let all bear in mind how important it .ﬁtﬂ'
the future of our Church, that her theological 195
tions should be liberally supported, and let the® i
to it that, whatever plan they follow, they sho¥ ‘coﬂ"
and a large-hearted generosity in some
mensurate with the issues involved.
—

s’
TOTAL ABSTINENCE IN THE CHURCHE

RESPECTED correspondent, who signs
“ Episcopalian,” writes to us in the folo"f

mt

*In your issue of yesterday the statement is repeated

* Canon Basil WilberToroe hay desio e me resolutiod. '8

w0 more leases without & clause in them forbidd o
liquor traffic.’ Will you kindly repeat that he et D¢
signed any leases without clause, mdp:‘“" mention ebe b¢
declares if there were a liquor-selling g‘hﬂ in h"ﬁu, fe?
from e

ortic
in®

womld burn it down before mormin o my thin
Churches, even in this coun .‘nre quite free

t
roach of the Church of England, inasmuch. 89, /ips
solicit contributions f; in the
‘devil in lolntlonog'" rom thote engged In

We can assure our friend that the statemest ::;,
ferred to was quoted from the “Pall Mall Gm t0
with no desire to hold up the Church of Eng pov®
special reprobation as a sinner in this respect ',. to
all the Churches in Christendom. It was far 7
bring out Canon Wilberforce's earnest and t0
denunciation of the whole system spoken of ‘”:doﬁ
point the finger of either reproach or Cﬂ%ﬂv
at the Church of England. There are no more of 0
fearless, and self-denying workers in the cause of
abstinence and of every other well consi jnth
the elevation of the people than are to be found ¥ 4
Anglican Church, We give them all ""“w’yinl
wish them all success in their sealous, self 951,
labours in the crusade against intemperance. B in ¥
it is quite true, as our correspondent hints, that . 5’
matter no Church can say “ These hands ar® €y,
All have in the past so far, wittingly or ““'::,goﬂ‘
lent their influence and support to the di pet®
drinking usages of society, which really “"w ”
the chief causes of the |intemperance which tri#9
greatly prevailed and so prevails still in most c9%°"y
called Christian. All have had too much "‘,;";},lv
say, “ we are verily guilty concerning our ";:ﬂ.dno‘
that we saw the anguish of his soul and hear roas®®
unto him.” And they have all still too much
to say the same thing, pot

But while we say this, it is at the same H9*



