
THE CANADIA PR1ESBYTERIAN.

~ASTOB AND tF EOPLE.

CAN 1 NOT TRUST.

1 cannot see, with my small humnan sight,
Why God should lead this way or that for me;
1 only know he saith, "1Child, follow me."

But 1 can trust.

1 know flot why my path should be at times
So straitly and so strangely barred before;
1 only know God could keep wide the door.

But I can trust.

1 find no answer often, when beset
With questions fierce and subtie on my way;
And often have but strength to faintly pray.

But 1 caui trust.

1 cannot know why suddenly the stormn
Should rage so fiercely round me in its wrath;
But this I know, God watches al ny path;

And 1 caxx trust.

I may flot draw aside the mystic veil
That hides the uriknowrf future from my sight;
Nor know if for me waits the dark or light;

But I cari trust.

I have no power to 'look, across the tide,
To know, whiie here, the land beyoncl the river
But this 1 know, I shall be God's forever;

So I can trust.

CA UTIONS FOR TifF TIMES.

1 have had a deep conviction for many years that practi-
cal holiness and entire seif-consecration to God are flot suf-
ficiently attended to by modern Christians in this country.
Politiçs,- or controversy or party-spsÀrit, or worldliijess,
have eaten out the heart of lively piety in too many.
of us. The subject of personal godliness. has falleri
sadly mbt the back-ground. The stano ard of living has be-
corne painfully low in many quarters. The immense im-
portance Of " adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour "
(Tritus ii. Io), and making it -lovely and beautiful by our
daily habits and'tempers, has been far too much overlooked.
Wordly people sometimes complain with reason that 1' re-
ligious " persons, so-called, are not so aimable and unselfish
and good natured as others who makce no profession of re-
ligion. Yet sanctification, in its place and proportion, is

q ieas important as justification. Sound Protestant and
E vangelical doctrine is u sehess if it is not accompanied by a
holy life. t is worse than useless: it does positive harm. Lt
is despised by keen-sighted and shrewd men of the world,
as an unreal and hohlow thing, and brings religion into con-
temrpt. Lt is my firm impression that we want a thorough
revival about Scrsi5tural hoiness, and I amn deeply thankful
that attention is being directed to the point.

It is, however, of great importance that the whole subject
shouhd be placed on right founidations, and that the move-
ment about it should not be damaged by crude, dispropor-
tioned, and one-sided statements. If such statements
abound we must not be surprised. Satan knows well the
power of true holineas, and the immense injury which in-
creased attention to it will do to his kingdom. Lt is his in-
ter.-st, therefore, to proinote strife and controversy about
this part of God's truth. Just as in time past he has suc-
ceeded in mysti4fying and confusirig men's minds about justi-
fication, so hie is labouring in the present day to miake men
41darken counsel by words without knowledge " about sanc-
tification. May the Lord rebuke.hii! I cannot however
give up the hope that good will bé brought out of evil, that
tliscussion wil1 elicit trutb, and that variety of opinion will
lead us ail to search the Scriptures more, to pray more, and
to becomne more diligent in trying to find out what is " the
Miind of the Spirit."

I feel it a duty to offer a few suggestive hints to those
whoqe attention is speciaiiy directed to the subject of sancti-
fication, in the present day. I k.now that I do so at the risk of
seemfirig presiifptuaus, and possibiy of givitng,, offence. But
scimetling mnust be ventured in the interests of God's truth. I
raiall therefore put my hints into the form of questions, ,and
I shaîl request niy readers to take themn as Cautions for the
Times.

-(x) 1 ask, in the first place, whether it is wise ta speak of
fasth. as the one thing needful, and the only thing required,

s7 mnany seem ta -do now a days in teaching the doctrine of
£AQnctification ?-Is it Wise ta prociait iso£ baud, naked, and
unqualified a way as many do, that the holîness of converted
people is byjaith onyt»d not ai ail by pe,,.ronal exerti<n
.1%it accrding ta the proportion of God's Word ? I daubt it.

That'faith ini Christ is the root of ail holiness, -that the
llrmit stop towards ýa% holy life is to believe On Christ,-that
until we beieve we have biot a jot of holiness,-that union
with Christ by faith is the secret of both beginning to be hoiy
and continuing to be holy,-tbat the liCe that we byve in the

es we must live by the faith of the Son of God,-that
faqithpurifies the heart,.-thrat faith is the victory which over-

and leans on Christ. (Rom. iv. 5.) Sanctifying faith is a
grace of which the very life is action ; it "worketh by love,"
and, like a main-spring, moves the whoIe inward mani.
After al, the precise phrase " sanctified by faith"' is only
found once in the New Testament. The Lord said ta Saul,
"I1 send tbee, that they mayreceive fargiveness of, sins and
inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is
in Me." Yet even tbere 1 agree with Alford, that "-by
jaith." belongs to the whole sentence, andPmust nat be tied
to the word " sanctified. " The true sense is, "1that by
faith in Me they may receive forgiveness of sins and inherit-
rince rimong them that are sanctified" (Compare Acts xxvi.
18 with Acts xx. 32.)

As to the phrase "holiness by faith " I find it nowhere in
the New Testament! Without controversy, in the matter of
our justification before God faith in Christ is the one thing
needful. Ail that simply helieve are justified. Righteous-
ness is imputed " to him that worketh not but believeth. "
Lt is thoroughly Scriptural and right to say " faith alone
justifies." But it is flot equally Scriptural and right ta say
" faith ahane sanctifies." The saying requires very large
qualification. Let one fact suffice. We are frequently told
that a mar iài "justified by faith without the deeds of the
haw. " But not once are we told that we are " sanctified by
faith without the deeds of the law." On the contrary, we are
expressly tohd by St. James that the faith whereby we are
visibly and' demnntratvey justified belore mari, is a faith
which, "if it bath not warks is dead, being ahane." *
(James ii. 17.) I may be tahd, in rephy, that no oone of
course mneans ta disparrige " works " as an essential part of
a boly ife. Lt wouhd be well, however, ta make this mare
plain than mani seem ta make it in these days.

(z) 1 ask, in the second place, whether it is wise ta make
so little, as some appear ta do, comparatively, of the mariy
Éractical exhortations ta ha/mness in daily lite which are ta be
found in the Serman ari the Mount, and iri the latter part of
most of St. Paul's episties ? Is it accarding ta the propor-
tion of God's Word ? I doubt it.

That a life of daily self-consecration and daihy communion
with God should be aimed rit by every one who professes ta
be a believer,-that we should strive ta attain the habit of
going ta the Lord Jesus Christ with everything we find a
burden, whether great or small, and casting it upon Him, -
ail this, I repeat, no wel-tâught child of God will dream af
disputing. But sureiy the New Testament teaches us that
we want something mare than generalities about haly living,
which often prick ne conscience and give no offence. The
detaitr and particular ingredients of which haliness is coim-
posed in daily ife ought ta be fully set forth and pressed an
beievers by a14 who prafess ta handle the subject. Truc
holiness does not consist mnerely of believing and feeling,
but of doing and bearing, and a practical exhibition of active
and passive grace. Our tangues, aur tempers, aur natural
passions and incinations, -our conduct as parents and cbiid-
ren, masters and servants, husbands and wives, rulers and
subjects,-our dress, aur emplayment of time, aur behaviaur
in business, aur demeanour in sickness and heaIth, in riches
and in poverty,-all, ahi these are matters which are fully
handled by inspired writers. They are nat content with a gen.
eral statement of what we should behieve and féeh,and how
we are ta bave the roots of holiness pianted in aur hearts
They dig down lower. They go inta particuhars. They
specify ininutely what a holy man ought ta do and be in bis
own famuly, and by bis own fireside, if be abides in Christ.
I doubt' whether t"i sort of teaching is sufficienthy attended
ta in tbe movemnent of the present day. Wben peophe tahk
of havirig received " sucb a bhessing," and having found
" the hîgher lif," after hearing some earnest advocrite of
hohiness by faith and seif-consecration, whihe their farnilies
and friends see no improvement andfia increased sanctity in
their daily tempers and bebaviaur, immense barm is done ta
the cause of Christ. True hoincss, we sureiy ought ta re-
member, does not cansist merely of inward sensations and
impressions. It is much mare than tears, and sighs, and
bodily excitement, and a quickened pulse, anda passionate
feeling of attachment ta aur own favorite preachers and aur
own reigiaus party, and a readiness ta quarrel with every
one wbo does not agree wîth us. li is something of "«the
image of Christ" wbich can be seen and abserved by others
in aur priate liCe, and habits, and charricter, and doings.
(Rom. viii. 29.)

(3) I ask, in the third place, whetber it is vwise ta use
vague hanguage about perfection, and ta press on Christians
a standard ai' ha/mers, as attainiable in this worid, for which
there is no warrant ta be shawri 'either ini Scripture or ex-
perience ? I doubt it.

That beievers are cxhorted tea "perfect holiness in the
ferir of God, "- to "go on ta perfection, " ta "be perfect," fia
careful reader of the Bible will ever 'think of denying. But
1 have yet ta hearn that there is a single passage in Scriptume
which beaches us that a literai perfection, a camplebe and
entîre freedomn from sin, in thought, or word, or deed, is rit-
tainable, or ever bas been attained by riny child of Adam in:
thîs worhd. A comparative perfection, arid ah-round con-
sistency in every relation of liCe, a thorougli saundness- in
every point of doctrine,-this may be seen occasianally in
sorne of God's believing people. But as toa aabsc'1utelftraIl

per/ection, the most emîinent saints of Godjin every age have
always been the very hast ta hay dlaim ta it 1 On the contrat>',
the>' have always had the deepest sense aof their own utter
unwothiness and imperfection. The more spiritual light
tbeybhave enjoyed the more tbey have seen tboem owri carut-
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ever talks of feeling frcee from imperfection ? Ori the con-
trat>', men like David, and St. Paul, and St. John, decîrire
in the strangest hanguage 'that tbev féel in their bearts weak-
nessand siri. The boliest men oi modern times have always
been remarkable for deep humnility. [Have we ever seen
bolier men than tbe martyred John Bradford, or Hooker, or
Usher, or Baxter, or Rutherford, or M'Cheyne ? Vet fia one
crin read the writings anid letters of these mien without seeing
that tbey felt theinselves "debtors ta mercy and grace" ever>'
day, and the ver>' hast bhing the>' ever laid chaih» ta wrs per.
fection.

In the face of such facts as these 1 must protest against
the lauiguage used in many> quarters, in these hast days, about
A~r/ectiOn. I must tbink that those wbo use it either know
ver>' ittle aof the nature of sin, or the attrîbutes of God, or
of their own hearts,, or aof the Bible, or aof the meriîing of
words. When a professing Christian cooly tells me thtit he
has gat beyond sucb hymnns as "'Just as, I am," and that
they are behow bis present experience, though they suited
him when hie first took up religion, 1 must think that his
soul is ini a vemy unheaithy state!1 When a mari cari talk
coolhy of the possibilit>' of "living without sin", while in tue
body, and cari actuahi>' sa>' that he bas " <neyer had an cvil
bbougbt for three montbs," I crin onh>' say in my opinion he
is a very ignorant Christian ! 1 protest against such beach-
ing as this. It not onhy does no good, but does immense
harm. ' I disgusbs and alienates fron religion far-seeingt meni
of the world, who knaw it is incorrect and uribrue. lbde.
pressýs some ai' the best of God's children, wbo feel they
neyer cari attairi ta a perfection of' this kind. lb puifs up
ipany weak b rçbhren, who-,faney they. are something wben
the>'areàuothing. la short iis a dangerous dehuuioi.ý-.Rv.
Y C. kyle. _______

THE CHURCH USURPINfG CIzRlsr$ FPL4ce
"The other ermor ta which I purpose toalalude is no les

injuriaus ta the Saviour's glory. Prricticrilly H1e is treated
with dishonour, wben the Churcli which lit bris established
is made ta usurp His seat, ta receive [lis barnage, ta perforrn
[lis office, ta be virtuaully the author of salvation instead of
tCe charnel through which saivritiori flows. This is in bnîbb
the deposing of Himn from His throne, and ta invest [lis sub.
jects with the authorit>' which behongs ta Himself. Lt is
convenient, fia doubt, in langurige ta embody the multitude
who behieve in Christ under anc comprehensive termi, and
aur Lord Himself tauglit us, for example, that we miglit do
this safely and legitiribely; but langurige may mislead. We
na>' pesonify a body for the convenience of discourse, and
by degrees for get that a communit>' is nat a persan. lb is
stil! worse if the body, wbich was first personified, camnes
afterwards ta be deified. Yeb a process ai' this kind has gone
an in regard ai' the Christian Church. When Christ declmred
that 11e wouhd buihd lis Churcli upan a Rock, and that the
gates of bell should nat prevail against it, H1e simply dechamed
that there should he ever hererifter a body of men, believing
in Him as the Son of God, whom Satan miglit assaul, but
shouhd neyer succeed ini destmoying. He did flot say H[e
would set up a power an errb which.shauld possess [lis
authority, act in His stead, act as His vîcegerent ta dispense
citherH[is favour orH[is anger. We look irivain for a single
sentence whicb, without the grassest perversion, couhd imply
a purpose such as this. But mdvantage has been taken of the
obscurity aof language ta maintain and encourage this vîew:
the Cburch bas been made first an abstraction, then a persan,
nd then aSaviaur. The Churcli thus invested witb divinit>'

bas a ministry, and hablher visible representatives wbo, ex.
phaining hem prophetic anticipations, have assumed bbe place
of God. We know what apportunities this lias given ta the
exercise ai' bbe warst human passions. We find it supplied
imn malice, batred, pride, covetousness, and ambition; so
that one of the first and maost needed works ai' the Reformiera
was ta repress the cvii and divqst the Church of the mystemy
in which it was shrouded, and disclose it tai the world in its
true and scriptural fort» as a c ongi-egatiori af believers. The
Cbumcbha that body which assembled, in the upper chamber
rit Jerusahem., andi there received the visit aof their risen
Lard; thbc Churcb is that part>'* which abode together, had
'mali things in comman, mad cantinued in apostolic fellaw.
slip; the Curc s that comnpan>' of faîîbful men in ahI rigesand countries wlio have maintained their femît>' ta bbc doc-trines and institutions aof the Gospel."

ADVERStTY exasperates fools, dcjects cawards, draws out
the friculties of bbc wise and iadustriaus, 'pubs the modeat tathe necessit>' of rying their akilh, awes the opulent, andi
makes thceiile iridustriaus. ---- 1 fl

SECRET OP SUCC]Lss.-It is,reçprdçd -of one oi' the R é-
formers, that when bie lad acquitted himseîf in a public
disputation with great credit ta his Master's cause, a friend
ibegged ta sçe the notes, which lie hati been observed ta
write, suppasing that lic had taken down the argumnents aor
his opponts, anti s'ketehed te substance Of bis own eph>'..,Çreatly was lie-urprisedti t finti that bis notes consiste<4
simply aof the ejaculatory peiions-'-More liglit,, LORD>-
More Ig ht-more ligît 1 " And how foîl>' wgs thé (ruespirit i' rayer compresseti andi illustrateti in tbese: short as-pirations,' Couldt bc>'fnai' fsuccess?«"If an>' i'you hackwisdorn, lt*h iai ask of GOD, that giveth to.alI men iberaîl>',aid-upbraîçheth not, it shas'1 be giveribm"nn4s

"LT may be that theohogians mre needed Who shahl be fitta talceth pac aî6oe-n tecngi


