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*A REPORT UPGN THE CULTURE OF WIEAT,

ad at & Quarterly Meeting of the Ring’s County Agricultural Socicty, on
tho Gth Stptember, 1841—By Chas. K. Harris, Eaq.

Of all the farinaceous Grains which are cuitivated for bread
cat is the most useful and tales the first.rank. It will grow
almost every part of the globe, and thrives not only in tempe.
te, but in very hot and very cold regions.  In Africa and Sibe-
%, as well as in the United States and Sveat Britain,  Althongh
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1t cannot be doubted, howeser, that the num .
Fitless varicties which we now possess have all sprung from onc
gin and are composed of similar elements—some of them indeed
?}c classed as distinet species, the Egyptian wheat, for instance,
gﬁch produces several cars from dhie same stem, but even this,
Shen repeatedly sown upon poor Jand, gradually loses its supernue
serary care and at length all appearance of variety.

11.—A good wheat soil should always possass a cortain degree

¢, and consequently, the Ja-zer the proportion of clay
i{d the less sund which it contains the better: for though fight
Als compored chiefly of sand and gravel will often produce wheat
4 good quality, yet heavy loams and strong clays yield that which
jweightiest in the bushel and most productive in the crop.  If
ng with a small quantity of sand it ha- about 15 per cent. of
¢, it may be classed among the best wheat soils, provided it also
tain a sufficiont portion of nutritive mould. A good soil must
zver be cald or sour and never wet—and wherever this is the case,
"‘!ﬁning is indispensuble.  The necessity of the presence of fime in
;2 soil is evident from the fact, that it exists both in the straw and

kernel of wheat, and, if it be not in the soil, it must be supplied
or wheat will not grow. ‘I'he large crups now raised in Great
Britain may he attributed to the frec use of hme by the Farmers
there, while the Americ s sho hardly ever use it find that ther
erape are bueotaing annatly coelloe The farmer should be
mvous to eroate <t sud as wildl v lam the Landso, est re-

turn fur hisonthiy and ta copply oW ncecs g Jagredionts where
ey are doficont Thosaf s sl has tov much clay, he willnux
«and—if too mueh sand he nill add clay, and he will tuke care to
provide an ample supply of lime. A few Lushels of this material
(even so small a number as two or three to the acre) are said to
make an observable diflerence but 50 bushels to produce surprising
cfficts.  Animal manure is only proper to be used when it has
undergone fermentation — wood ashes are also recommended when
used with other things.  In England it is the general practice to
give a heavy top-dressing of compaost when wheat is to be grown,
Mavch mud has been applicd withexcellent effect in this Provinee.

Proveuins. — Deep plunghing on most lands as they naturally
are and on all as they should be, is essential to good wheat erops.
They are thus cnabled to stand the diought of our hot summers
and to derive the utmost nourishment from the sml.  The roots of
wheat penetrate to a great depth and <pread wide.  They ase of
twesorts, the first springing immediately frem the sced called
therefore seminal roots, and serving to fix the plant firmly in the
ground ; the other called corunal routs, spring from the stalk and
collect ‘nourishment from cvery quarter,  Thee latter roots always
form themselves immediately below the surfuce of the soil and are
¢he hases of new stemis which ave tillered up aund thus greatly in-
ciease the productivencss of the plant.  One grain of wheat has
been known to produce a plant with 116 fine ears, onc of which
counted 75 grains, and this ear was not larger than a great propor-
tion of the whole—au increase of more thau 4000 fold.

Srro.—There is a curprising difference in the productiveness of
different kinds ~ An eatremely interestiog account of an eaperi-
ment on the relative values of several varieties is published i the
first volume of the Journal of the Ruyal Enghish Agricultural So-
ciety, page 39.  In November 1837, Mr. Morton aiblied 1o dif-
ferent kind~ of wheat  The grains were eavered 2 uchies deep, end
were 3 inclies from each other, and the rows were exactly 6 inchies
apart.  The following is an extract from lus account and is con-
fined to two of the varieties producing the greatest and the smatlest
yield—
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