
vOYAGE OP AN ELEPHANT. 5

The ventriloquist, tlîinking that the joke had been carried far
enough, exptained how lie hiad played upon tlîeir credulity. They
listeried to hlm at first- with curiosity ; but when he hiad finished,
the old people shoolc their heads with an air of unbelief.

"This is good to tell oidren," murmured an old grandmother,
"1but people of experience are not to be imposed upon. It is nlot
the first time that animals have been known to speak, as is re-
lated ini the Bible of' Balaamn and his ass. Besides, the almanac
1)redicted this event, and announced that, about the middle of
August, three days earlier or later than this, there would toke
place something remarkab)e in the world."

The ventriloquist insi6ted, and sought to prove wvhat lie advanc-
ed, but his listeners %%ithidretv with distrust, perstiaded -that lie
wished te deceive them.

VOYAGE OF AN ELEPHANT FROMI INDIA.

N one of my voyages, it was my good-fortune
to have as a shiptriate one of the.great ones of
the IEast-a personage of vast weight in his
owî& country, and stili more run after and ad-
inired on his arrival in this. Thovgh he came
on board wvith but one attendant, «and %vith no
lugg8ge but a single trunlc, lie trod the deck
with as lirai a step and as iodya mien as If

lie had beaui one of the magnate8 of the ship, as well as of the
!ansd. T1he captain himself was fain te keep at a respectul. dis-
tance fromn bis passenger. H-e wvas silent and reserved inbis de-.
meanor; and the only person wvhom ho horiored with exclusive
friendship, and attention, wvas a little whey4faced, under-sized,$
dirty fellow, .who acted as butcher on board. Be .not surprised
at this singular prelerence, gentie reader; the pa8senger wvith a
single trunk was the same elephant -which now exhibits its lordly
form in the Ragent Park Zoological ýGardens; iand it ivas :bt
natural that lieshould feel particularly attacb3d to thiemna.n whose
constant care it wasto:administer to his îvant;s, and to study to
gratify hiepeculiar tastes.y

In ali large atlui.ipteri pçbtw leoos

55


