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T7Iiisj qitsi-edition of Enserson is onse of
Appletorî's new h.andy-v >1 mne series.

The volume is cert-ainily hiandy ; and in
tisis age, wlien everybody trav'els by rail
and steaniboat, and carrnes onse or two
chleap books Lthat can be taken ni> for a
few minutes Mien iiothing eisc ciainis
attentioi, and whichi inay ho stolen by
fellow-passengers addicted to petty lar-
ceny, or iost amid tihe rush at a station
ivithiout inuch regret, thie series to wviich
it belongs doubtless fils a place in our
iiterary cconomy. To an author wso,
dislikes to be jîîdgred by bits and scraps,
as yon -vould judge a house by seoing
one of the stonies of which it is builit,
sîsch a series niust be an additional jar
to sensitive nerves, an additional black
mark to bo scored agaiinst the race of
publisiiers. Formnenly, it was considered
that ' selections' wvere inteîsded only for
young ladies at fashionabie boarding
sehlools. Now, whien Matthew Arnold
-ives us dainty editions of chioice por-
tions of Byron atnd Wordsworth, wve need
not wonder at a series cosnpilted on the
scissors-principle. Thie inevi table and
ineradlicabie sin of sucbi compilations is
thiat thiey do not let the writer speak for
himseif. Worse, they of teîs distort bis
thiolisght,l for part of the truth snay be
the greatest falsehood, as our wvise oid
forefathers knewv well whoun they enacted
th)at ini givisig evidence thse witness niust
speak the truth, the whiole trmsth, and
iiotlsing buit the truth. A reader, with
the instinct of an artist, revoits against
ýexpurgated editiosîs. The instinct of
trntflniess rovoits against an edition
of professed tit-bits. Of course, the in-
evitabie evii is agIgravated., according as
the editor or scissors-wiclder fails" to
inderstand bis anthior, secs svith. eagle-
eye contraries tisat lie considers contra-
dictories, hoars discords, but siot the liar-
nony in wvhichi they are reconciied, tears
off lirnbs froin ditièrent, organismns, and

putting theni side by side, ioudiy cails
oiîr attention tço tihe fact thiat tliey are
siot alike, and on every occasion sits as
supreine Jove bigh on a thiroxîe, and pro-
nou)tnce.s jifudgnien ts wi ti exnsperating
editorial infaiiibiiity.

Froîn the volume on Ernerson, Soune
interesting details about hiis life inay be
iearne(l, but littie monre. (>ften, biis
wvise pregisant aphionisîns, thie outeonie of
prof ounid. pli ilosvphy, are iniiscossstrued,
and hieid up to moral reprobation.
Thiereby, the discerning reader is made
very angry. The undiscerning reader
is put on a wrong track, or confirmied
ii his Phiilistinisi. For instance, thse
foliowing parar:sph is quoted from the
Essay on £ Prudçenice':-

'PRUI)EST COMPLXANCR5.

'So neithier sliould yoni put y-ourselfin b faise
position wvith your contemuporaries by inidul.-ing lui a
vein of liostiityatixd iitterness. Tiîuughi your viewvs
arc in straiglît atitAigunisti ajUx1 theirs, aQsumie an
identity of sentiment, assumne tlit y4on arc saying
precisely whlat ail tiixk, amdimn the Ïlow of wit anti
love roll out your pî.radoxes in soiid columon, witls
not the infiinity of a donbt. So, at ieast. ,,ou get
ait adequate ileliverance. Assume a consent, a-adi t
shahl presently bc granteil, sunce rcally and utider-
neatii their externiai dis ersities ail meni arc tihe saine.'

Emierson, of course, is advocating, the
positive stateineuit of truth as against
tie controversial. HeJ wvould have ns

bo more thaus conquerors.' Whiere it
is at ail possible, we siiouid aim at con-
verting instead of unerely sinashing those
whio diffor fron s ms; cut away tise foun-
dations of the ho<stile position instead of
hannering it into isardness and invini-
cibiiity. The more cannon-balis you
pitech into earthworks, tihe more fornlid-
able yoss niake tie enensy's battery.
Everyouîe whio kisows liow barren con-
troversy is, and hiow deterioratin,, its
effects are on tise cîsaracters of tisose wlio
engage iii it, nust recogîxlise tise wisdorn
of the advice. As tise Essayist puts it
ini a preceding paragr-iapli--' If they set
out to contend, Saint Paui will lie, and
Saint Johin wlvi liate.' For instance, lot
two mon, each hionestiy desirous of ad-
vancing a good cause, try the different
mnethods ini addressing eithier an indivi-
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