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evil by the fact that man, as a natural being, starts off with
self-secking desives while his will is a growing quantity.
Though an a priori necessity of sin cannot be established either
from the ends of the moral life, or from the design of God,
vet sin is an unavoidable product of the human will under
the conditions of its developmont. Children are born without
any bias to sin. Sin s only in the will, the negation of the
will of Jove. Yet there grows up, by the joint action of
many, a kingdom of evil in contrast to the kingdom of God.
The result of sin is guilt, a conscioustiess of self-blame
which hinders fellowship in the kingdom. Guilt is not obli-
gation to punishment, but only guilt-conseiousness. Pardon
Is not the laying aside of any displeasure on the pant of God,
but the removal of the sinner’s groundless guilt-fears. The
one sin whose guilt canmot be removed is definite unbelief.
But whoether there be men who reach this final stage of wil-
ful resistance to God is problematical. TPhysical evils seem
to have the aspect of punishment only through the guilt-con-
sciousness so imputing them. Death is not the penalty of
sin.  True, Paul teaches this dootmine, but as it is no neees-
sary part of the view of the world, and without religious
value, it is not part of the oniginal conscionsness of the com-
mumity, but as Paul’s own addition, is to be rejected. The
pessages referring to a final judgment nream simply that inas-
much as the world js coustituted for the kingdom of God,
there is substituted for the mechanieal relation of habit and
result the organic rclation of ground and consequence.
We pass now to tlie crowning edifice in Ritsahl’s system,
his Doetrine of Justification and Reconciliation. This was
the objective point of all his thinking, and is for him the
close as well as the crown of tleology. Flis own theory is
based on thorough critical studies of the history of atonement
in the past, and on as thorough-going studies in Biblical Theo-
logy. This Doectuine, like all others, has as ils bounding laes
the idea of the Kingdom of God. ow is justifieation to
be granted in the kingdom? Tor thic no atenement is need-
ed. The older theories went wrong beeause they regarded




