
THE PIIILATELIO ADVOCATE.

%-oul cause a long uinbrokzen v-acutnn îu i
your pockzet bookz. NO'W If vou have a blank
albumn tiiere is 1no nccd,( of lîaving that dis-
mal cmipty space. Just p)ut the other
stainps iu the ý,et along in a row, and thiere
you liave it, Iokling just as well anff being
as ,zitizfactoi, N as if you hial the lacking
Specimiens, andf if by souie wo-derful for-
tuile, %-ou shouhfl get t'le abs»enît rarity, I
v'enture to s':v tllat there %vould lie littie
trouble ini 1rovi<ling a place for it.

Thelî iniou variety is sought after by
eercolleetor no inatter liow muiich lie

nmay (lerifle the rest of us for gettig tliemn.
Witli a 1 îriuted boo0k, for a tiine satisfact-
013', yoti shiortly 1111( somie pages surrounid-
ed by, at foîelkesrn f intons having
a ratier l-edraggledl appearance. I siLw

the (-Ollection of a getinani %vlio special-
jz,¶'5 in Prench, buit who stili clung to the
oltd printedl alMun. Thie pages devoted to

]rnewere a siglit for mien and angels!
Nearly evtery sfamip liad undler it anotlier,
%vlichl %%-as a vaîriety of somie sort. The
space iuiside the mal-gin was entiîely
filled and the mnargin itself -%vas covered.
Now, wvhile such a sighit is indicative of
great study an the part of the owvner of
thîe collection, it wvould present a far more
inîposingy appearance iii a blank album -and
would be far mare convenient for reference.

Now, finally to have a blank album in
the place of a printed book, wvould arause
a more intimate acquaintance witlî ane's
statmps and a more personal, alinost, feel-
ig toward his collection, si nce liearranged
it himself instead of following blindly the
course laid down in the album, however
excellent in its way that may be.

Read Albert H. Hall's advertisement on
page 12.

Greece and Switzerlaiid.
An Appreciation by A. '.M. MUIIIIEAi).

0f course we aIl have our favorites, Our
brighit Particular stars, aniong the Stamps.
I dlon't ktow anv issues tlîat appeal so
strong-ly ta the artistie portion of this par-
ticulai mmd as the .stamnps of Greece and
Switzerland -

Look at the stunips of (treece, before
those gaudy anti ill-.ti-rangiced conuncîienorat-
ives of the Olymipian CGaunes, bias the
niajestic in ar-t, any fai rer eînbodinient?
That chaste, ülasý,ic liend of Ilermes, like
some l)erfect camneo, w~hiclî always bxings
to inmd the eelebr-ated hunes of Poe-

Tlîv nu.aid airs have brouglit me home
To the glory tIi tt w:îs Grecce,
And tîe- grandfeur tIat wvas Rine.

Heries, 1 pre,;uine tlîe efriigy is, coures-
pcingii to thie Roinau 3lercury, ser-ving,
soiu:utiuîies as inessenger of tlîe godis, samne-
timies as a sort of wiind spirit, the confused
Strains of Grecian and Romnan n13tliology
tell somietiinesi iconsistent ta-les. Cantrast-
ing, for there eau be no 'comnparing,
tliese Grecian issues 'th te later emis-
sions, the large innieral and Olympian, one
zecs tlîe dlecadlence of this classie nation.

Tuî-îî n-,xow, ta Switzerland, the ideal
comimonw'ealth of aur Bourgeois econoînists.
-Ier. we again find stamnps wvhiclh are neat

and artistie. The absence of gaudy effeet
makes rooin for art that is true. We see
now, no pagan relies, but a more modern
effigy. It is always symbols. A seated
figure of a woman with a long staff or
spear and white crossed shield. A symbol
of the Republie we presumne. One strange
thing about symbolism is the eternal per-
sistence of identification. <'The Republie
to me is a strong woman," as one of our
French writers says. Swîtzerland might


