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‘ PLEASANT HOURS.

LONDON'S NEW TOWER BRIDGE.

“QOome '
BY MARTANNEK PARNINGIAM.

Who stands outside my door to-night,
And calls mo by my name ?
Becauso ! am not true to him,
My heart 18 full of shame.
Why has he guch persistent love,
That will not pass me by ?
He hus a host of other fricnds,
All worthier than I,

And yot 1 want him ntore and most,
Because I am not strongi

1 have let sllp the days of joy.
And halt torgot their sohg.

And when ho calls me to his slde,
Ho knows I am not wise;

Thero i3 & hunger in my heart,
Angd tears are in my eyes,

Ho tells me in my Father’'s hotuse
Is bread enough to spare;

Why should I perish {n my need,
When he invites me there ?

I will ariso and go with him,
Who 8 himselt the way—

And, lo! it {s no longer night,
But dawn of perfect day.

London, England.

LONDON'S TOWER BRIDGE,

The highway over the Tlames takes
rank with the great engineering featz
ot tho world, The bridge conslsts of
threo spans. The roadway is a lifting
bridge on the bascule principle; that is
to say, the two leaves rise in a vertical
direction and are counterpoised on their
irner ends. When ships are about to
pass, tho leaves of the lower bridge are
raised, as shown in our cut, and the
upper bridge is used. When ships are
not passing tho leaves are let down, and
the lower bridge Is used. The opening
between the piers is two hundred feet.
Tho leaves of the bascule or roadway
bridgoe are moved by hydraulic ma-
chinery placed in suitable chambers in
tho piers. The centre of the pivot is
thirteen feet three inches inside the face
of the pler. The total length of each
lifting part from the centre of the pivot
to the end is 113 feet 3 inches. The
short end is 49 feet 3 inches.

The steel skeleton of the bridge-towers
is encased in masonry, that it may har-
monize, so far &s possible, with the
neighbouring Tower of London. For
foot-passengers, the two towers arg con-
nected at the top by two fixed spans; each
of these spans is 237 feet in length, and
cengists of two cantilevers and a centre
girder. The helght of the columns of
the towers is 119 fcet 3 inches. There
are threo landings to cach tower, the
floors bolng of steel. The approaches
to the plers are on the suspension prin-
ciple, each chain being in two segments
of unequal length, There are two
hydraulic passenger-elevators, or “ lifts,"”
as our Engitsh cousins call them, in each
tower, in addition to staircases. The
ties forming the vertical wind-bracing
nave been put in such a manner th!\t
when the brluge is fully loaded with its
dead weight all over, cach tie has an
wtial strain corresponding to three and
2 half tons per square Inch of section.

The weight of the opening roadway,
added to that of the high-level footway
and the towers supporting them. renders
the load upon tho foundation unusually
heavy for a bridge of such moderate
span. The foundations are carricd down
to the London clay, which forms the bot.
tom of the bed of the river at this point,
with a slight layer of gravel ¢ riser-mugd
abouve it.  As it was determined to limit
tho load to the very moderate amount ot
four tons per superficicl foot, the dimen.
slons of the foundations work out to 100
feet in width and 204 1-4 feet from end
to end of the cut-waters. 8ir Benjamin

Bakor has said that he
does not know of any
other bridge-foundations
with such dimensiona
as thoso of tho Tower
bridge, oxcept in the
caso of tho Brooklyn
bridge. Tho two main
foundations in tho latter
bridgo support a road-
way of 1,608 feot apan,
or about tho samo as
that of tho Tower bridgo.

In sinking tho founda-
tions for pors, eight
rectangular iron caissons
twrero used for each pier.
Tho central bridge, as
befora stated, consists of
two fixed and ono open:
ing span ; tho two fixed
spans_forming the high-
lovel footway, Tho dis-
tanco between tho two
riers is a littlo over 230
oot and the height in
the clear above high water iz 140 feet.
This limits the helght ot vessels passing
under at high water; it 1s, however, suffi-
clent for the purpose, for the Tower
bridge s only a short distance trom Lon-
don bridge, which defines the navigable
!mit of tho Thames for shipping proper
-that is, vessels with masts that will
not Jower,

Tho bridge §8 near the famous old
Tower of London, and connocts Ber-
mondsey, Walworth, Camberwell, and
Peckbam, on the south bank of the
Thames, with the western part of the
old eity, on the north bank. According
to the Lord Mayor of London, the bridge
has cost the corporation over £1,000,000.
It was begun {n 1886,
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life continued. He was scld to some
Portugueso traders who mado it much
harder than it had over been before,
Slaveas on board ship are packed away
{n the hold like pigs or sheep, and in
this way poor Edjal was found by the
British ship “ Myrraidon” when looking
for slavn ships, He was rescued from
the Portugucse and put on board the
*“ Myrmidon,” where ho was treated
kindly by the officers and crew. Poor
Bdjal! It was a new thing for him to
ho treated kindly. He was taught to be
a Christlan, and was baptized in 1825,
under the name of Samuel Crowther, a
clergyman living then in London, Eng-
land. He was educated by the Church
Missionary Soclety, ordained 1n 1848, and
gsent to do missionary work in Africa.
Hero he proved himself 80 successful
that, in 1864, he was appointed and con-
gsecrated bishop of the Niger Territory.
While travelling about in his dlocese,
preaching the words of Jesus, he unex-

pectedly found his mother and slister, |

from whom twenty-five years before, he
had been sold into slavery. This was
a happy meeting for those two poor
African women! Thelr poor little slave
boy had become a bishop in the church
of God.

Many people will feel great regret at
the death of Bishop Crowther, for he had
a great many frlends in England.
Whenever he visited thers the people,
someo of tho highest in the land, made a
great deal of him; but the bishcp was
always modest and retiring, showing to
all that wherever he might be his heart
was in Africa among his benighted ooun-
trymen. In his work he was always
brave, and would meot savage kings and
chiefs like a true apostle. Mors than
once ho was selzed, and his lite placed in
great danget, but God preserved him

BISHOP? CROWTHER.

BISHOP OROWTHER.

As a boy the future bishop was a
worthless little negro, living as best he
cculd in the Niger Territory, in the wilds
of Africa. His name was Edjal. He
wasg carried off by Mohammedans in 1821
and was made a slave boy, and ibhat
meant a very hard 1ife for him. But
when peuple have a hard life to live they
should live It cheerfully and try to be
cuntent with their position, however try-
irg it may be. And especlally is this
the caso with regard to slaves. It is
not of much use for them to be obstinate
or to fight against their position. It
only brings fresh grief for them and
barder blows. A slave that won't work
cheerfully has a very hard life. And
this was the case with Edjal. He was
80 cross and paughty all the time that
his master got rid of him, but his new
master found him no better, and he, too,
was glad to sell him. And so he was
passed on from one person to another.
Ho was traded away once for & horse,
and was returned a bad exchange, and
another time was sold for a little rum
and tobacco,? Then the poor lad tried
to Xiil himself, but God preserved him-
self from that great crime and hig hard

through it all, till at last, on the 3ist
of December last, it pleased Him in his
infinite wisdom to call him to Himself.

MOON MYTES.

Many curfous fables are told about the
moon; one of the quaintest storics is
found among the Greeks. A moon
maiden, so the story goes, loved a shep-
lerd lad, and often went to sce him
when he was tending his flocks. But he
was taken away fromethe sky world one
day, and though she sought everywhcre
she could not find him.

Being a brave, true-hearted mafden
she did not spend the time in crying, but
said, “ Here are his sheep and lambg left
without care. I will watch them, feed
them, and give them water from the
fcuntain until he comes.”

So to this day, the Ureek boys and girls
say, you can see the shepherdess in the
moon.

Among the Hindug they tell & moon: 3

story which is quite as pretty. One of
their gods was zaid to bave come to
carth in the form of a poor man. While
walking one day he lost his way and be-
came very tired and hungry.

-

Fipally he met a rabbit and asked food
of him, The rabbit sald, “I eat only
grass, which is not fit for youn."

“1 am very hungry,” sald the man;
“tut I cannot cat grass.’” Whereupoa,
the rabbit, in pity for the hungry man,
sald, “I am only a little rabbit, but you
may e&t me."

Then the maa took the rabblt in bis
arms, saying:

* Little friend, you have offered your-
self to a god; groat shall he your re-
ward,”

And holding the happy little animal on
one arm, he drew a plcture of a rabdit
upon the moon, and restoring the crea-
ture to the earth, said:

““There Is your picture in sight of all
men for all time, and you shall be re-
membored for ever as the unselfish rab-
bit.”

And there he is still, at lecast so the
Hindus say.

Bob White.
BY GEORGE OOOPER.
There's & plump chap in a spockled ocoat,
And he eits on the zigzag ralls remote,
Where h% whistles at breezy, bracing
mor
When the buckwheat is ripe, and stacked
the corn;
“ Bob White ! Bob Whita ! Bob Whita 1”
Is he hailing some comrade as blithe ax
he ?
Now Ibowlonder where Robert White cam
O'er the billows of golden and umber
n, : ]
There i8 ho one in sight—but, hark
agaln @
“ Bob White ! Bob White ! Bob White

Ah! I see why he calls: In the stubble

there
-{ Hide b;iu plump little wife and bablos
f .

rs
So contented is he, and so proud of the
same,
That he wants all the world to know hiy

name :
“ Bob White { Bob White 1 5ud Whits 1"

Many would be cured of sore eyes if
they would wear thelr glasses over their
mouths.

| Epworth League Read-
. ing Qourse for |

1900-01.

% Four splendid books at a 2
2 bargain price. g3

Famous Engiish Statesmeén. By 3
Sarah K, Boltou. Interesting bwé- ]
raphies of Sir Robert Peel, Lord Pal.
merston, Yord 8h ury, Wm. B X
Forster, Lord Beaconsfieldand Wm. B, §
3ladstone.
Regular price, $1.50.

Qut with the Old Voyagers. 3By I
Horace B. Groser. A graphicacconnt
of the early discoveries of Columbus, T
Cabot, Frobisher, Cartier, Hawkins, X
ete. It is history put into the most

delightful form, and copiously illus.
trated. Regular price, §1.25.

The-Apostle of the North. . The life &

of Rev. James Evans, our own pioneer X
mizso among the Indians of thy &
North-Wast, by Rev. Egerton R. £
Young. This biography resds like a3
romance, and is fuil of interesting in. &
formation abon$ our missisuary work &
among the Indians, price, ¥
$1.25.

¥ Canadian Citizenshi By John X

% Millar, B.A. Deputy Minister of Xdu-
cation for Ontario. ~ This beok i in.

outline of
Government. It daals with euch &
uestions as the Government of the ¥
mpire, of the Dominion, of the Pro- L
vince; Patriotism, etc. Regular
price, 80c.
2 Although ths re
X of the four books is $4.60, we will

3 still sell the set atthe reduced figure 3
¥ of $2.00. Postage Pald. .

WILLIAM ERIGGS, :
Methodist Book and Publishing House, %
Toronto, 3

% C,W. COATES,
: o S

sondedto gizoyexog peopl s guerl

lar retall price &

Halifax. 3 -
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