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BRITISH COLUMBIA DISTRICT.

Froml ihie Ii'v. THOMAS CROSBY', da/cdi Fort Simpso;i, 7aniaýy 31s/, 1877.

We have liad a very mild winter,
which bas favoured mi-y travelling to
neiglhbouring places :stili the %vi nds
on this coast are terrible. Last
xveek I made a trip to Rit-cat-lah,
sixty miles south of us. This is
a village of about two hundred
people, grossly heathen. We found
the dancing and feasting going on,
but most of the peop>le gathered at
a meeting xve held the day after our
arrivai. Sorne of the younger people
are desiring to turn to Christianity.
Quite a number of themn spent some
weeks xith us at Christnmas, but
the old people are flot willing to
give up the conjurer's drum and
medicine bag. Eighiteen of our In-
dians xvent %with me. Wle had one of
the largest wv i canoes, but it %vas
none too large for the sea that dasheci
over us on our return trip. The
wind wvas blowing a gale at tinies,
and we made the sixty miles in
eleven hours. 1 intend to visit these
people agaia w'hen 1 have oppor-
tUnity. To-morrow, if the weather
be favourable, 1 start for Naas, forty
miles north. There is an Engrlish
Church Mission at the mouth of the
Naas River, where a village of one
hundred or one hundred and fifty
people bas been built Up : this is
about fifteen miles fromn any other
village. The Missionary bas a trade
shop also, to xvhich, it is said, lie gives
Most of his time, and the indians
say they will flot leave their oxvn
homes to go there. They want a
Missionary to be sent to them ; and
I go now to visit thein at an urgent
invitation conveyed in a letter, wvrit-
ten for the Indians by a wvhite man,
a J. P., whio is fishing on the river.

Now1 Ido trust we may be able to
enter this field. If '.\r. Green bas
to leave Nanaimio, lie would be just
the mnan for this place, and now is
our time before the land question is
settled-it would be a great advan-
age to secure a grood site. The

ivork might be carried on for a
time in connection xvith Fort Simp-
son-and thus ive could feel our wvay.
This is as promising a field as Fort
Rupert, and a better one for a single
m-an xithout long expenience. If
Mvr. Green cannot be sent, let us
send a native teacher till we can do
better. Hoxv can ive say we havwe no
help to -ive thiem, while they are
begging for the bread of life.

1 amn anxiolusly wvaiting to hear
from the East about "Wrangle.> I
have had two boys there ail winter
at my own expense. We must do
ail xve can to save the perishing-.

Our xvork here is doing well. I
think you wvill say that xvas a noble
subscription at the churchi-opening-
$400 fromn these poor people; for
rnani, of themn are very poor.

Thie public means of grace are alI
well attended. Our church bas been
quite filled aIl winter. I think we
have the largest Indian congregation
in the Connexion. I have had to
form two nexv classes, so we have six
ini aIl now. I baptized twenty adults
a few wecks ago, and more are de-
siring baptism. There are many of
them eager to take the word of
life to the heathen around us.
When I go to visit other tribes niy
crew is alxvays composed of volun-
teers, and the only expense I incur
is the board of the men for the tinie.
I am obliged, howex'er, to take large
canoes and good crews. Two weeks
ago, with a crew of ten men, xve were
wind-bound for forty-six lîours, not
able to move either way- -and cases
have occurred in this part of the
coast xvhere canoes have been de-
layed thus for two or three weeks.

Miss Knott bas had good attend-
ance at the school aIl xinter, (it has
been as highi as one liundred and
sixteen,) but noxv the people are
beginnin- to scatter hunting, t&c.
Quite a number of bouses have been
b-iilt during the last year, and ive


