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ghip, @ brig, aschooner, a slaop, and ten-gun
boats.

«J immediately communiecated this cir-
cumstance to Captain Downie, who had heen
recently appointed to command the vessels *
on Lake Champlain, consisting of a ship, a
brig, two sloops, aud 12 gun-boats; and re-
quested his co-operation, and in the mean
time hatteries were constructed for the guns
brought from the rear.

«QOn the morning of the 11th, our flotilla
was seen over the isthmus which joins Cum-
perland-head with the main-land, steering
for Plattsburgh Bay. I immediately ordered
that part of the brigade under Major-General
Robinson, which had heen brought forward,
consisting of our light infantry companies,
third hattalion 27th and 76th regiments, and
Major-General Power’s brigade, consisting
of the third, fifth, and the first bLattalion of
the 27th and 3Sth regiments, to force the
fords of the Saranae, and advance, provided
with scaling-ladders, to escalade the enemy’s
works upon the height ; this force was placed
under the command of Major-Geacral Robin-
son. The batteries opened their fire the in-
stant the ships engaged.

“Itis nowwith deep concern Iinform your
lordship, that notwithstanding the intrepid
valor with which Captain Downic led his
flotilla into action, my most sanguine
hopes of complete suceess were not long af-
terwards, blasted, by a combination, as ap-
peared to us, of unfortunate events, to which
naval warfare ispeculiarly exposed. Searcely
had his majesty’s troops forced a passage
across the Saranae, and ascended the height
on which stand the enemy’s works, when I
had the extreme mortification to hear the
shout of victory from the enemy’s works, in
consequence of the British flagheing lowered
on hoard the Confiance and Linnet, and to
see our gun-hoats secking their safety in
flight. Thisunlooked for event deprived me
of the co-operation of the fleet, without
which the further prosecution of the service
was hecome impractiealle, Ldid not hesitate
to arxest the course of the trovps advancing
to ihe attack, lecause the most completo
success would have heen unavailing, and the
possession of the enemy’s works offered no
advantage to compensate for the loss we
must have sustained in aequiring posscssion
of them. .

two miles of the village.  With his conduct,
therefore, I am not well pleased.  Major Wool,
with his party, disputed the road with great
obstinacy, but the militia could not be prevail-
od on 1o stand, notwithstandimg the exertions
of theiv general and staff-officers ; slthough the
fillds were divided by strong stone walls, and
they were told that the enemy could not possi-
bly cut them off.  The state dragoons of New
York wear red coats; and they being on the
heights to watch the cnemy, gave constant
glarin to the militia, who mistook them for the
eneny, and feared his getting in their rear.
Finding the enemy’s columns had penctrated
within & mile of Plattsburg, I despatched my
side-de-camp, Licutenant Root, to bring off the
detachment at Dead creek, and to inform Lieut.
Colonel Appling that I wished him to fall on
ihoenemy'stight flank.  The Colonel fortunatly
srrived just in time to save his retreat, and to
fallin with the head of a2 column debouching
from the woods. Ilere he poured in a destruc-
tive fire from lis riflemen at rest, and continued
to aunoy the cnemy until he formed a2 junction
with major Wool.  The ficld-picces did consid-
erable execution among the enemy’s columns,

*The Confiance, 36 guns; Linnet, 18 guns;
DBzoke, 10 guns; Shanpon, 10 guns; 12 gun-’

- boats. 16 guus.

So undaunted, however, was the cnemy, that he
never deployed in his whole march, always
pressing on in column. Finding that cvery
road was full of troops, crowding on us on all
sides, I ordered the field-picces to retire across
the bridge, and form a battery for its protection,
and to cover the reireat of the infantry, which
was accordingly done, and the partics of Ap-
pling and Wool, as well as that of Sproul,
retived, alternatcly keeping up a brisk fire
until they got under cover of the works. The
cnemy’s light troops occupied the houses near
the bridge, and kept up a constant firing from
the windows and balconics, and annoyed us
much. I ordercd them to be driven out with
hot shot, which soon put the houses in flames,
and obliged those sharp-shooters to retire. The
whole day, until it was too Iate to see, the
enemy’s Yight troops endeavoured to drive our
guards from the bridge, but they suffered dearly
for their perseverance.  An attempt was also
made to cross the upper bridge, where the
militin handsomely drove them back. The
column which marched by the lake-road was
much impeded by the obstructions, and the re-
wmoval of the bridge at Dead creck ; and, as it
passed the creek and beach, the gallies kept up
a lively and galling fire. Our troops being now
all on the south side of the Saranac, I directed
the planks to be taken off the bridges and piled

up in the form of brest-works, to cover our par-



