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But, as y'ears toiled on, as the cvii
effects of the Revolution diminislied and
its benefits increased, literature began to
again claim attention. Circumistances wert,
nowv more favorable for its study. Cities
were numnerous. Education could be easily
acquired. A dloser intercourse was estab-
lislied withi foreign nations and foreign
literature. Ail those advantages bad niost
be-neficial restults, and tlîeir infiuence soon
l)Ccame abundantly niianifest. Poets histor-
ians, novelists sprung up, rnany gaining
world-wide and lasting popularity. But it
wvas not in those branches that Amierica
most excellcd. Freedoni was now no longer
wantincY, nor-as nîighit be expected-
were lier orators. \Vebsttr, Clay, Calhoun
ar.d Everett is a brilliant arra) of mnies,
of wliich any country uniiglt iveil be proud.
Those men becanie emninent in the differ-
ent forins of oratory, with the exception,
of course, of puLlp)it oratory.

In tliis brandi, Amnerica seenis to be
soniewhat deficient, for, alhougli it lias
in nuîîerable examples of truly cloquent
and learned preacliers, yet we do not fInd
any of theni that could comîpare, for iii-
stanice, witiî 13ossuet, Bourdaloue, or
Massillon, of France. For this lack of
excellence iii pulpit oratory, the exl)lana-
tion bias been given that the Amierican
character is of such a nature as not to
require extraordiîîary efforts on the part
of tîeir clergy. It is uninecessary to con-
sider wliether the reaison is satisfactory or
otherwise, as its nierits or defects wvill bc
plainly visible to anyone wlîo lias occasion
to read tic daily :îewspapers.

Anierican literature in geîîeral, lias, withi
soie reason, been accused of being pro-
vincial aund feeble. But, in describing, tiîat
particular branch, ternîed oratory, îîo two
words could be more inappropriately
applied. 'l'le speeches of Calliaun, Clay
and WVebster, especially the last, nanifest
such a streng'th of intellect and force of
exp)ression, as are to be found only in the
higliest niasters. iMoreover, judged by the
qualities tlîat should be found in any great
orator, narnely, extensive knowiedge,sounid
sense, keen sensibiiity, solid judgnîcnt and
a wide cornimand of language. Anîerican
orators rank littie inferior to the world's
gà-rcatest.

To one naie alone shahl I direct par-
ticular attention. Any sketch, howcver

cursor3' of Arnerican oratory tlîat did not
notice the acknowledged pire-eni inence of
Dlaniel Webster, couid scarcely serve any
good purpo3e whatsoever. Born, in the
towvn of Salisbury', *New Hampshîire, in
the year 1782, Webster, the peer of Burke
and pirince of American orators, rcceived
bis îirst rudiment of iearning from bis
niother and afterwvards cornpleted lus
education at Dartmouth Col lege. Choosing,
iawv for a profession lie applicd hinîseif
diligently to its study and after practising
rit tic bar- for eighit ycars, witlî uinusual
success, lie wvas elected to Congress. His
mîaiden speech %vas a surprise to tic
nation and becanie the subject of univer-
sal admiration. Henceforwvard hie rapidly
arose to distinction uintil eventually lie
became one of the gianis of Congress.
His consunimate oratorical ability soon
w~as recognized through thie length and
breadt'îi of the land, so that lic wvas
rel)eatedly cal'ed upomi to exercise lus
skill before meetings othcr tîan those
assembied %vithîin Uic wvalls of parliament.
He delivered the Plymîouth oration, on
the first seutlenment of Newv Enîland. as
wvell as two Bunker Hill speeches, one iii
i 85, at the laytng of thie corner stone
and the other eiglhteen years afterw-ards,
wlien the monumuent %vas cortnleted. In
I S26, lie sp)oke in cominienoration of
J efferson and Adamîis, anîd on tic follow-
ing; year %vas elected to the senate, thie
scenie of bis ceiebrated repiy to, Hayne,

Ccvhiich for «enuine oratorical powers is
i-,rohbiby tlîe g reatest sp)eechi thiat bias been
deiivered si nce tue oration of Denuostlienes
on thie crowvmî. 0f thie tlîree preceeding
orations 'I their sirit is tlîat of tic broad-
est patriotisn. enlightcned by a clear per-
ception of the fundanientai importance of
the Federal union betwecn the stntes, and
an ever pr~esemit consciousness of the
mrigiity future of the Unîited States, and
lis mioral signifi cance in the history of thie
world. Sucb topics have often- been.
treated as comonll)ace and miade Uie
thenie of vapid rlîetoric, but under
Daniel W'ebster's treatiiient, tlîey ac-
quired a philosopuical value, and -were
fraugbt witlî most serions amîd earpiest
nîeaning. Tiiese discourses were con-
ccived in a spirit of religious devoii,»i
to the union, and contributed power-
fuliy towards awakening such a sent-
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