
ed were the Indians wvhen tbe eclipse
began, that tlîey inîmcediately supplied bis
wants. D)rusus, and, accordling [o Livy,
Sulpitius (3allius appeaseci seditions ini their
armnies by predicting eclipses.

Mlany strange causes have been assig n-
cd to eclipses by p)rimitive people. Soule
supposed iliem the effeet of divine wrath,
punishing the sins of mien by depriving
themn of ligbî. Others tancied a dragon
wvas devouring the suni, and whole nations
united to frighten hmii aNvay by thieir noise
and clamiour. Even to the preselît day,
the Chinese practice on the occasion of
an eclipse, the saine rites and ceremionies as
these prescribcd and I)racticed 4,000 yezars
ago. Biot, in his E/iides sui- L'Astroliomie
Indienne et Chinoise, gives curious details
of those rites. There, the Emperor is sup-
posed to be the son of beaven, and bis
empire to be niodellcd on tbe saine order as
that which govcrns the celestial miotions,and
whcn the sun and mioon cross eacb other's
paths, and thus disturb the regularity of
the beavenly courses, the government of the
emperor is supposcd to be, on account of
its own disorders, the cause of this, and very
curious ceremonies are performed to free
the eclipscd body. 'l'lie emperor and his
grandees prepare thcmnsch'es by fasting
and dressing in the greatest simiplicity,
and on the day of the eclipse the man-
darins attend with bows and.-arrovs. When
the eclipse commences tic emp)leror gives
the alarm on the drui, and thcy ail1 go
through a number of ceremnonies, and let
fiy arrows at the sky to aid the eclipsed
'body. Eclipses, althoughi no longer ai
terror to us, stitl cause a considerable im-
pression, and not only do they affeciL min,
but animais of all kinds. T1hey are now
predicted a long rime beforehand, and ail
watch for themi w'itb curious interest.

A more frequent and irumediate influ-
ence of the moon is the I... duction of
tides. As the earth tevolves on its axis,
différent portions of its surface are succes-
sively prescnted to the tioon, and the
water under the moon, being more strongly
attractcd, is hcapcd up towards it, and
thus a tide is carried round the carth, or
rather two tides, for, on the side opposite,
the earth is drawn away fromi the mater,
leaving it heaped up there also. Thus, at
any particular place two tides occur in a
(lay, or radier in a period Of 24 liours 51
miii. Tlicy are veiy usefuil in afford-
ing liarbours for large sliips, in places

wl1icli otherwvisc wvould î:ot be navigable
'1'by also, froiii Ilîcir frictionî ii shiallo%
places, exeri a Sliglît actionî iii decireasiniiý
Ille rate of rotationi of the eartih. T1his is
the 0o11V influenîce of the moo0n1 of aiîy iii-
portanîce, escept I)erliaps, a sliglit dis-
turbaiîce on terrestrial nîagnetisîîî, %which
it exercises at ils jierigee aiîd apogye, or
wheîî it is nearest to, and furt.hest fromn,
tic Carîli.

'lucre are niany ways, however, iii which,
the inooii bas been useful to peoî>les on
the eartlî. ht lias been iii tinies past, and
is stili to a certain deg-ree. an iiivaluable
guide to navigators iii fiîîding ibieir posi-
tion, and the directioni of tlieir course
across tie ocean. t bias ahvays, on ac-
couint of ils easy observation and regular
motion, served as the base of a calendar for
lcss developed peoples, for it is only by tliose
well adv'anced in astroîîomy that tic sn
caîî be sîiccessfully used for tbis îîurpo.ýe.
Ail the early calendars vrere based on the
îîîoon's motions. The E..gyptians, Grecks
and je%'s ail uscd a luuiar year. 'l'lie
founiders of Ronme lîad a lunar year of ten
nionîlis, or 304t days, and wc ]lave yet re-
îîîainiîîg from ibis systeni tic îwelfil)
ioiîtl, called l)eceniber, for it wvas tlien

tie tentb. 'l'lie lunar câleiîdar, tîouglî it
wvas for a long timie ust.d, lîad the iîîcon-
venieuice tbat twelve lunar mionths onb'
miade 354 days, and so il did îîot agree
Nviîh he solar 1)iotion, thîîs giving risc 10
inextricable c:ý,ifusioîî iiith ,ic ccessioii of
the scasoîîs, etc., so that this lîad to -ive
pldace t0 a inioe regîilar systeni. 'l'lie
1'urks aîîd jelws, hoivever. stili keep up)
the old lunar ya.'l'lic moon, not ac-
cordiîîg t0 ils real motion, but as it is
foutrd iiih ic îeîonic cycle, is st used
by' the cliurch iii fiiding the timie of
Easter.

Owviig (loubtlcss t0 its proxiiiity, the
moon lias at ail ages enjoyed a greater
reputation aîiiong nîeîî thaîî aîîy otlier
lieaveîîly body excepting tic suli, and its
influences wcre supposed to exrciid over
the wlîole îvurld, îîîeî, aîia]s, planits and
mnîerais. 'l'lie old astrologers aîîd geomi-
ancers; liad nîost siiîgular ideas with regard
10 ils inifluiences. To tlîcîî il n'as the ruier
of the stars, the seasoîîs, anîd the eleîîîcnts:
it direcîed Uhc growth of plants, governed
shores and wiîds, %vas the giver of beauty
and1 riches. liad power~ over ail diseases,
and wvas the patroîîcss of aIl wliose busi-
ness n'as conncîed wvith the nigflît.
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