duty free, for exportation 1o the British West Indies
The Movupoly 1s allin favour of Englaud and the
United $tates,

By an Act of Congress passed in July 1832, wheat,
whoat flour, beof and pork, ushes, and all other arti-
clen the staple produce of the Canadas, are subject to
a tax of £15 on every £100 val @, if imported into
any port of the United States; Congress chiovsing to
levy duuies for tho purposo of Revenue rather on those
forergn articlus of which the United States produce an
ubundance, than on atticles of nocessity which come
not i competitton with the industry of their citizens,
Adbering to this principle, the same Act authornises the
umportation into the ports of the Union, freo from
duty of Teu, Cotlee, Peppor, Ginger, Mace, Nutinegs,
Currents, Raisins, Camphor, Flax, Tin in plates and
sheots, Drugs, Dyewoods, Grapes, &e. and tho con.
sequence 19, that Tea and such other articles of’ gene-
ral use as are eheaper beyond the lines thun in this

olony are w many instances unporied clandestnely
Ly a population who never assented to the logislative
Act whereby tea pwas prolnbited to be bought at the
cireapest market.

We are necessanly confined *to the markets of the
Umted Kumgdom and ns;Colomws a3 the mackets for
our produco, for were we 10 attemp: o extend our
trade with other countries, the protecting duties im.
posed by England, m favour of her own merchandize
would prevent the importation of foreign goods 1 ex-
chunge.

In the documents appended to this Repoit, your
Coummutieo have taken considerable paws to show the
actual stute of the traden Canada, the cxtent of the
tanfls and prohituticne, and protections lere referred
to, and the arguments adduced in behalf of their res-
pective theories by these in America and in Eagland
who advocate the doctrines of froe trade, ss well as
those who give a preference to the Colonial system;
with its chain of mouopolies, reference has been had
to legislative proccedingy, ahd ofticial accounts made
up 1a the Colomes. Great Bruain and the United
States, 1n order that parties interestod might, by hav-
ing placed before them a collection of facts bearing
on the importunt questions before your comnuttee be
able to arnve at just conclusions,

But although u depression ofjprices and restrictions
wluch injusiously affoct our commerce, are perhaps the
snore imincdiate causes of the agricultural cbarras-
ment which now prevails and winch is bringing many
persons within the vortex of a tedious, costly, and
rumnous series of lawsaits, with very little hope of be-
»ng able to extricate themsclves from the weshes of
the Courts of Civil jurisdiction, there are other causas
of commercial and agricultural distress equally de-
serving the notice of the l.egislature, and perhaps
more tully within sts power to remudy.

Uulcss the taxes and rates which ‘are raised from
the people are laid out with care and jprudence for
their benefit, that advantage which good government
would  confer, is not shared by tho comwmunity.
In Upper Canada a largo sum is anuua'ly raised by
Distnict rates, fees, assesqments on uncultivated lands,
and other Jocal tuxation, which is not well accounted
for, and a many instances not judiciously expended.
Agam—the proceeds of the sales of the Clergy Re-
serves pard mto the Military chest, and incorporated
with the finaaces of Great Britain, serve to impover-
ish the furonng classes hero—1f one farmer sell land
to another, the partics being both resident among us,
the public wealth receivesno diminution, but the pro-
cecds of the sales of Clergy Roscrves nre very unjustly
taken out of the country ultogether, while the clergy
of a few are thrown upon the whole population and a
large sum annually illegally appliedto their mainte-
nauce.

Anather injurious and unconstitutional scheme
whereby a vast sum 13 annually drawn from the labor
of the hardworking farmer, is the Canada Company,
an assoctation of European mercantile speculatore in
those waste lands of the Colony to which the industry
of the gettled population had given value, but wiuch
had been constantly refuscd when they applied to the
local guthorities as intending purchasers. Wo are of
opion that thie monopoly 1s one of the greatest draw-
backs upon the agricultural and commereial prosperity
of the colony—that its formation was an act of injus-
tice and eppression and that every possible legal etfort
ahiould be made 1o root it out of the country.

Our commercial prosperity is rotarded, and emi-
grants of wealth, talent aad enterprise induced 1o
avoid our shores, by the knowledge they havo, that
menin whom the public would have confidence can-
not and will not be placed 1n those situations of pow~
er and trust where they might check isrule, and pun.
1sh the authors of it. " Unless the Legislature is ena-
bled to assume the control of the whole public reve-
nue, from whatovor source derived, and unices the
nature of the government is such that all public offi-
cers can be made accountable oa thissido tie Atlantic
¥or their offcial canduct, thoss principles of econumy
aud setrencliment, on the operation of which the whele
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fabric of domestic prospoerity and successtul compoti-
tion in foreign commerce would safely rest, cannot
possibly prevail. Thore is no question but that under a
better order of things, the expensus of our sanalsand
public undertakings, and of the government uself,
would bo greatly dunnushed; the dilference would go
back awmong the ageiculturists to encournge them to
now cxertions; and our public debt like that of Lower
Canada and the Umted Stutes, would be annilnlated.

The Legiilntive Council of this colony have groatly
augmonted the diliculties with which the Botush and
Colonial Govorhments have to contend, by the obst-
nacy with which thoy have thrico refused to agreo to
the proposuls first made by Lower Canada under the
Government of Sir James Kempt, that commissioners
should be apptmied on the part of Upper Canada to
meet commissioners who had beon apponted by law
in Lower Canada to consult on the state of trade, and
other matlors of mutual auterest in both  colonies.
Thr ce was o bill sent up by the Assembly in different
sessions und difleront Parhanents, word for word with
that which had received the Royal Assent m the
sister colony, but the council would pass no Uil what
cver unless 1t contained a clause that (while the
Assetably had nonunated comnussioners i Lower
Canada) the Licutenant §Governor shiould select the
comunssioners here.  Had the biil passed into a law,
the jont dehiberation of commmssioners possessing the
contidence of the two Canadus would have most pro-
bably resulted in the recomwmondation of measures to
the British and Canadian Legrslutures of great amport-
ance to cotmncrcial welfare. Asit is, the country
remuins comparatively poor, and the land owners
whether resident or non-resident suffer severely.

Having called the sttention of the House to some of
the causes of the distress complained of by the furmers,
your committee proceed respuectfully to submit to ats
consideration some practical measutes for their relief.

Until England aball give to her colomists a monopoly
in her wmurkets, she cunnot be held enutled toa
monopoly of ours. If she resorts to the United States
for those articles she finds 1o be cheapest there, why
not we do 8o also?

Our consumptson of foreign and British Colomal
merchandize is faz greater in proportien ta our popu-
lat on than of these northern Staies of the union whom
she admits 1o equal advantages with us in her markets
Compate the duties nuposad on Britieh plantation rum,
raw and refived sugais, woollens, cottons, silks, hard-
ware, cutlery, &c. in the ports of Boston, New York,
Buffalo or Oswego, with the charges levied on their
importations at Quobec and Montreal—they are in
some cases four-fold—in very many instances ten-fold
greater in the former.

1n what do we reccive an equivalent > We receive
none.

Your Commitiee submit a Recsolution which is
eubstance and ¢ffect to follow the exumple sot us by
Great Britain, und to allow the distressed agricultusal.
ists of this colony to buy ia the Markets of the union,
free of duty, thosu articles which do not ¢ome in
competition with their ndustry, are of immediste
necessity, and cheaper than in Montreal,

To repeal so much of the Imperal Act of 1833,
would perhaps be the most direct way of attaming this
objact, hut to this course some oy entertan objec-
tions. That we have the powoer, however to appro-
priate the 1onics raised in taxation is not doubted—
it isa trust reposed in us to apply the public revenue
infthe way that would be most conducive to the gene-
ral welfare. The resolutions reported herewith embo-
dy the opinions of your committec on this subject,

The article of salt is manufactured in small guantities
in the province. but the chicf supplics are from Onon-
daga—a bounty is granted on the exportation of this
necessary article by NewYork State,and your commut-
tee subnit resolutious for the repeal of the piovincial
Act under which salt is laxed, and the Furmers on
this side the great Lakes obliged to compete, on
unequal terme.in Montreal and Quebee with thoir
brethren across the lines, whose saltcd beef and porh
cater these mnarkets duty free.

Another means whereby the payment of fthe dabt
due by Canada might be ensured, 1s the tax.ng of the
atock of joint stock banks. [Itis evident that these
instituticns are making great annval profits in the
midst of the general distress, and it appears unjust
to allow capital iuvested in tho transient concerns of
bunking, to augment, without comttibuting to the
expense of the government which protects its opera-
tions, while the houses and lunds and cattle of the
agriculturist, an¢ even his salt, arc taxed.

The advanrages that would be conferred by the
adoption of the coutse suggested by your committee,
on the familics settled in this province and en.ploved
in agriculture are plain and abvious. They w. uli Le
enabled to purchase mach cheaper than they <o wow,
those articles of “comfort and Snccessity which few
families can do without—it would be as if two rival

stores had been opened in a township where there was
bul one befure. Afier carefully considering the cor~
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sumption of the «it..iey proposed to be admitted free
of duty, your cuammitee estimated that £5 to £20
would be saved yo.i1ly to a large number of the familics
n thus province by following tho exumplo of England,
and buying in the cheupest market, The Lower Pro-
vince would acarcely complamm of an oxperimont
intended to relieve Uppor Canada, and to cnable her
popuiation to mctrease thoso surplus products, the
outlet for which is the St. Lawrence, or if she did
complain, the remedy would bo for her to follow our
examplo, and take ofl' the dutics on the samo articles
whether mmported from England, tho West ladia
Colonics or the United States. {t cannot ba shown
that Brtish commerco would suffer by such a courso
of Legislation.

Another remediai measure would be the passage of
u law for rammy a rovenus by mmposing noderate
duties o unports (rom the Umted States, of Flour,
Whoat, Ashes, Pork, Bee!, hve Stock, Lumber, Horses
and such other articles ay come directly mto compe-
ution with tho staple products of this Colony, said
duties to continus at least until Congress shall remove
the restrictions which bave hitherto provented the
exportation to the Umted States, of Canadian Wheat,
Flour, Provisions, Lumber, &c. when that counuy
would have atforded tho best market for these articles,
‘The sum likely to uccruo from the passage of such a
law, would in part prevent that docrease of Rovenue
which by some might be brought forward as an objec-
tion to the propostion of the removal of certain viher
duttes which mgemously aficet the colomsts. The
question of the expediency of rats. 1z a Rovenue from
United States imports of Wheat, Flour, Live Stock,
&e. has huwevor been referred to the consideration of
another committee.

‘The system of honding Merchandize, and making up
assorted cargoes of foreign and domestic goods duty
free, for furcign countrics, f st were purnntted at
Quebec and Montreal to tho samne oxtent and in the
eune  way wiich it is authonsed at New York and
Boston, would greatly mcreuso tho trade of these parts,
and udd to the commercial prospority of both Canadas,

The cost of collecting the duties levied on imports
frosx tho United States 1s anreasonably highjthe system
under whish £100 can be retamed for collecting ano-
ther £100, bemg umted to the powers vested in waa
Government to increase the number of collectors und
ports ofentry at pleasvre, requures revision——From the
officsal returns to the Houve 1t appears that twenty
coliectors of customs coilected last year £2117, and
kept back £1039 out of' st for thear trouble.

‘I'he appomtment, by resolution, of three members
of thig 1louse to juocced to Montreal after the session
hay closed, and confer with any three membera whom
the House of Assembly of Lower Cavnada may, in like
wanner, appoint to consull on matters of trade and
other matters of mutual importance to both Provinces
wonld be a very useful meusure.

Although tmore than a willion sterling had been
expended in the construction of an umaterrupted
land navigation by the way of the Rideau between
this Province and the port of Moatreal, it was the
opinion of the House of Assembly that another route
bud already become necessary: and at great expense
and with bosrowed pounds the Province hus commenced
the improvement of the navigation of the St, Lawrence
upon a very extensive scale. A Steam YBoat Canal
100 feet wide at the bottam, 200 at the surface, and
6 feet deep with lochs 200 feet in length, and 50 fuet
in width is 10 progress, cleven wies are under contract
~-upwards of £30,000 have been expended, but no
part is finished,

If tls Canal shall be completed on the scale
on wlich 1t was begun, 1t will involve Upper
Canada far decper in debt although the advantages
will be shared by the Sister Colony, and especially by
her grand commercial empornivms Quebec & Montseal.
Lower Canada has contributed a very small part of
the expenditure of tho caunal navigation of thus colony,
although she 15 enurely out of debt, and possessed of o
vast and greatly increasing revenue. The comnussioners
whoze appointment has been suggesteod, might do much
tawards brnging ubout a better understauding between
the two 2rovinces i matters of tins kind.

Aunother means of alleviating the exsting distress 1s
alteady adopied by the Hours, 1n the dispoxtion 1
votes havo sanctioned of the proceeds of the Clergy
Reserver.

The c..tension of the trade of a country is not a true
testof is happmess. DBrtanhas.a foreign commerco
greater than any pther nauon, yet,owing*tojs long
cortinuance of bad guvernment and oppressive taxation
millions of her population are i poverty and want, —
Ireisnd exports unmense quanuties of her producte,
yei is she grievously mnpovarished, and coercion hiils
and thisty thousand armed men are Yound necessary to
prevent her population from raising aguinst the aetho.
fntics even m a tune of profuoand peace. The documents
appended show that one of tho chief causes of that
commercial and agriculiural distress by which the
British Woat ladies Liaye 30 eevciely sutfered cant be




