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You may depend on il, and if you wil lJet me, I
wül make an independent fortune for yen."

"lGo on, Deams," 1 repeated. ciI certainly
shaR flot decide against the scheme unti I have
heard you through."1

IlTbank you, rny boy, thank you,» said Deamis
in a grateful toue. diNow lot me have your
attention te these figures."

Thereupon Deama plia..d a shoet Of paper
before me, and, drawing bis chair near, pointed
with his peflcil to the sohedule, which read as
follows :
Capital stoek ................... $2,750,000
Set.aside for working capital........ 1)250,000

Remaining................. $15003000
Masterman, C. and P., $1001000

each................. $30(),(0()
Four other parties, $10,000

eaéh ................... 401000
For the pres............100,)000
Six benevolent clergymen -603000
Broktir.... è.............1003000
Incidentais .............. 100,000

-700)000

To be divided between Deame and
Brant in stock................

To ho reccivcd ini cash in five instal-
ments...................

To bce paid Wilcox.............

$800)000

300,000
60)000

Cash te lie dividod between Deams and
Brant ................. $240)000
IlWbat do yen tbink of that? Say, now-

what do yen think of that, Brant 7-Four hun-
dreti thousand dollars of the stock apiece t Eighty
tlousand ebareet Wby, I tell yen they will go
off like hot cakes at two dollars a share, which
means a clear one hundred and sixty thousand
dollars each, cash, besides our yearly cash receipt
of sixty thoumand dollars for four years, makiug

"Wliat, Dearne, do you wish me te do for being
allowed ta participate in thiis V"

IlAlwaysmspicious," said Dearns, with entire
good humour. le I have, already explained that
rny naine muet net appear in this, hecause I arn
tahoüed fiancially. I.want yen terepresent myinterest and youm own; besides, yen are active,competent and can lie trusted. 1Thetre yen have

I sat five minutes without making the least
rcply. Dearne, meantirne, was careful net te lu-
terrupt ime.

Mly tboughts, if put into language, wouid ru
something in this way. IlI have a sort of inuate
conviction that this affiir l alil wrong-I can't
exactly argue it eut either. 1 olyfee it. Stiliamn 1 net tee utraiglit-laced in my tin--
Deams' achorne is the odinary one for specula-
tive companie-which often pay well and do
welI, and finally becosno merunerative. 1 arn
sorry i have taken euch a dislike te bis - three
friends'-I dame say, theugli, I do Pope and
Coldbrook injustice. Dearne Bays they are
hoeet nmen. I hope they are. Mastemman, Ifeue, la a bard case. 1 won't j udge from appear-
ances, at least net hastily.. What la the noces-
sity ot'judging at ahl? If sncb men as Demnpsey,
Peters, $"Olnuse, and Brockaw have gene luto
tIidaud endorsedtint echernte-te the publie by
cousenting te act as trustees,why, John Brant,
do yen hesitate ? Four tintt clamse Nw Yerkere
lead the esterprise, net yen. 9'Be not ighteous
over ,nuch.' 1 don't exaetly kueow what -that
means, but it muet rneap sernething. Does't it
meati, John Brant, yen can safely leave the me-
aity of this scheme te those feur excellent per..

sons, and do your best te actively de-opemate with
tlhern 7k** Four hundred thousand dollars in
stock.ýsosoeOne hundred and sixty tbousand
dollars in greenbacks.****'*Aise, thirty' thon-
sand dollars a year cash for four years..ee..
Wealth.*0*0' Cornrandinp ton""Mary
Worbhl O 0 O0*o 0se**)

diDearne T"
Whatr7
I iill go in t",

"God jkzew you would4 when yen thought

"Very well, I have thought it over. Now let
me know what your plan is for raising the money
-that's the irst point."

"0 f course it is. i1 will tell you my difficulty,
and why 1 introduced you as the capitalist. The
twelve thousand dollars which I have promised
to these people, they are getting a little restive
about. The fact is, Pope and Coldbrook have
furcished the offices, and the concern lias rented
thern and the whole will count up a pretty
figure. I have told them you would advance
the twelve thousand as soon as you were satisfied,
and se, forth. Now you have entered on the
exarinatien you eau take a little time for it--
eh?"I

"Deams V"
"What ?"
"How much of the twelve thousand dollars

goes to you? Recolleet you are on the square
with me."

"One-fourth of it-three thousand dollars,"
responded Dearna, with the contortion of a man
undergoing the extraction of an eyetooth.

" ne-half of wichx is mine."
"Ccrtainly"-auother tooth drawn.
"Weli, Deamus, that was very thonghtful inyou to provide for a littie ready money."
"Waan't it though 1'" said Deamas stili wincing.
"IIow do you propose to procure this twelve

thouaand V"
ci 1arn a littie uncertain. I did think you

would maise it through the B3ank of Mutual
Safety, but I suppose there is no use asking you
ta do that?"

I shook rny head.
IlDo you propose anything V" continued

Deams.
I do. Lot us put the matter into the bands

of a firet-clas broker, and raise what meney we
want through him. We wil double the amountof stock ho la ta receive, if. neceeaary. I wil
speak te Stokes myself about it."

IlWill you V" eaid Dearne brightening Up."gThat is just what I was going to ask you te do.
The whole thing is clear. Now I think we niay
cail in our friends from the other room."l

CHÂPTEa XII.

Aaron Masterman, Elton Pope and Philo Cold-
brook were anxiously awaiting in the counting-
room of their sewy Ilbanking-hous;e," the me-
sauitof my examination- into the affaire. of thenew company. Each bail a particular interest
in thi8. Masterman was impatient to handiebis
share of the twelve thousand dollars, whule Pope
and Coldbmook were beginning to tremble (and
well they maight) for their investment ini se much
fine furniture, and for their liaiity on acceunt
of se much rent and clerk hire.

Deams ýroceeded toopen the door, and in a
trice the hirm of IlMasterman, Coldbmook and
Pope"1'entered.

IlI amn happy te announce ta yen, gentlemen,"
said Dearns, la a pompons tone, "lthat my friend,
Mr. Brant, bas made very considerable progmesin looking inte our matters. He authomizes me
ta say that ho bas ne douit lie will bring the
examination te a favourable conclusion. That
done, I amn fusiher instructed to, observe that thelittle sum you require, on passing the contract,
will ho forthcoxning."

Boe Deames looked teward me as if seeking
sorne token of acquiescence..

The "lthree friende,"1 at the same tirne, turned
their ardent gaze in my direction, while breath-
lessly waiting a confirmation of the welcome in-
telligence.

",Gentlemen," I said, IlI ar nont very rapid in.such matters, but 1 think I have seen enough ofyour seheme te warrant me in saying, I have ne
donlit 1 shall take it up, and yent will find me
prompt in whatever I do, undertake. I hardly
think yens caà expeet more from me to-day."1

IlPerféely satisfactory," exclairned Mr. Mas-
terman, Who aeted as a sort ef dacqueur for the
other twe, Ilpomfectly satisfactory. Speaks like
a trump VI

if Very satisfactory, truly,"1 said little Mr.
Pope.

"Indeed it is," echoed Coldbirook.
"That being the case,"1 said Deams, I"suppose

we have luneli, >Istermnan, lot, Âbramo o*cer

some larnb-chops, and a tenderloin, with the et
ceteras, fromeininckley's, and seeing it is Mr.
Brant'a first-visit te our offices, why two or three
boutles of champagne won't corne amiss."1

Masterman bustlo3d eut te give the order, while
Pope and partner manifested a very amiable
assent, certainiy,-cnidering the dishursements
for the epast were te corne frem their treasury.

Two of Hinckley's waiters speedily appeared,and vemy seon the table of the "1Board of Trus-
tees of the Hope and Anchor Mutual Ceai Corn-
pany"I presented a very inviting appearance.

Deans ivas now in bis elemeut. Visions of a
"splendid success"I grew more and more vivid,

as each successive bumper of champagne was
tossed down. Masterman was ne way behind
Deams in bis practical appreciation of the article.
la fact these two worthiies rather rnopelized
the three bottles. I think littie Mr. Pope ani
lank Mr. Celdbrook were helped te a glass each
enly. For myselt, I partoek of the lunch and
the wine with considerable relish. I had a good
opportunity te judge of tle company I was keep-.
ing. 11lI vino veritas," I you know; and 1Iwaspleased te be able te recensider the hasty judg-
ment 1 hall previously formçd of Pope and Cold-
brook. 1 was conviuced thiey were hcnest fol-lows, wyho had been carried away with the hope
of rapidly rnaking a fortune, and who lhad eallybeen made te boliove, through the agency of
Dearne, that they were fitted for Wall Street
operations.

As te Masterman and Dearne, they simply de-veloped, as they guzzled the wine, the characte-
ristics 1 had given them, previeus credit for.

The hilarous occasion ceuld net laet forever.
Ail things mundane must have an end. Ourlittle company at length broke up. Every one,
myself included, expessing the opinion that wo
were on the oad te fortune, if net te farne.

'd Possibly te notoriely," semethiug whispered.
I cheeked the mentor.
IlI amn in for i4, and 1 will go through,"3 I mut-

tered, as I turned down the Street.

OHAPTER lui.

The next day, on ceming down town, I stepped
in te look at some offices which were te lot in a
central position in Wall Street. These consisted
et two amal, but neat and liandsornely furnished
roorne, in the second stery. The occupant had
taken, originaliy, a five years' bease of them ; and
having been fortunate in business, was now
going ta, Europe, leaving eighteen menthe of the
term unexpired. I fouud the price reasonable,'and I secumed the meoins on the spot. I nextpro-
ceeded te aà sign painter, where 1 ordemed a fine
large sign, which should be plaoed over the roorn,running the whole width of the door. On this
sign 1 directed te lie painted iu gilt letters:

JOHN BRANT.
Two or three emaîl tin signs for tbe outside of

the building and the passage-way cornpleted the
arrangements.

I made ne specifications after my narne, but
staèd befome the public sirnply as " JOHN BRANT."
It struck me that as long as 1 could dlaim ne
particular occupation, 1 'bad better lot the flame
rest on its monits. 44Joux. BaaT," standing by
itselfwas rather imposingthanotherwise. "John
Brant, Stock and Note Broker," was altogether
insignificant.

These -rrngements concluded, i went te My
old office, twisted. off the tin sign-wlich was
stuck on one side cf the door, and in its place af-
fixed a shoot- of paper, 951 which wus writteu :

ccJohn~ Brant, removed te No,--Wall Street."
While I was inside collecting thé few papers

which bolonged te, me, Dearne suddenly enteredconsternation was pîctured on bis ceanten-
anc.l-

diGood gracious 1 Mr Brant, what doos thismean? What eau it meas 7"
"9Desme, de yen Suppose that 'John Brant,

Banker,' is going te take Up with deskroom ln
this, insigm ifcant basement ? Lot me tel you, i
change My office te suit My position.-»"

f; IFor merey's sake, ne joking, but lot me
know, truly, the meanlng efali this."

' oc orne with znie, eam:, and -1 will ezplai4,'


