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PRESENT POSITION OF THE FISHERY
QUESTION.

ERY lively discussions have been going on in the
.‘ United States upon the fishery question for
same ttme. Tho matter has como beforo Congress,
and the unfortunate position regarding tho fisheries,
in which they have placed thomselves by abollshing
the Reciprocity Treaty, 13 excrcleing our neighbours
consfderably.  Tho flshery disputes which took place
tofore tho late Treaty wasnagociated in 1854, are well
rmembered, and not the least ovll which has arisen
from fts abrogation is tlie re-opening of that vexed
question In a more vexed form than cver. The
Fepiaus havo lately ereated somo fears that our peaco
was about to be disturbed But the fishery question
iemore dangerous than the ravings of tho Ienian
awindlers, and it will require the exerciso of mutual
foriearance by the American and Britlsh Govern.
noents to prevent errlous difficulties.

Before tho Reciprocity Treaty was negociated, the
danger of war arising out of the squabbles between
the American and Colonial fishermen was very Immi.
uent. How close both countrles wers to this great
evil. may be known from the fuct stated by Lord Elgin
at thet time, that, “A British admira) and an Amerl-
cap commodoro wero salling on the coast with
tastructions founded on opposite conclusions, and a
single Indiserect act on the part of either of these
officers would have preeiplitated all the horrors of
war " Tho main cause of difliculty at this time was
with regard to the interpretation of Articlo IT. of the
Treaty of 1818. The Convention which negociated
this Treaty was held purposely to settle the fisherv
thizputes which had arfzen immediately after the closo
of the war of 1812  After hostilities ceased, the
Americans claimed that they still were entitled to the
prisilego of fishing on tho coast of Newfoundland,
according to the Treaty of 1733, on the other hand,
the British Government contended that the war had
sot asido the Treaty altogether. The Convention of
1318 settled the matter by confirming the aights of the
American peoplo to fish on the Newfoundland and
certain adjacent coasts, on th. express condition that
they “ ronounced forevor” all right to take or cure
£ within three marine miles of all the rest of tho
Brtish possessions. Article IL. contalus the following
¢lause bearing upon this poiat:~

And tbo United States HEREBY RENOUNCE
FOREVER any Liberty herctofore enjoyed or claimed
by the inhabitants thercos, to take, dry, or cure fish
within three marine miles of any of the coasts, bays,
ceeks, or harbours of Iis Britantic Majesty's do-
miniona in North America, not included within the
sbove mentloned limits.”

The particular difficultles referred to by Lord Eigin
arose from different interpretations of this clause.
The fishermen first, and then their respective govern-
ments, began to equabble as to the meanng of tho
intee marme miles—the Colonials contending that |
thair American competators could not enter the bays
vr harbours whtch indent tho shore, but must keep
‘ure¢ marine miles outside of & line drawn trom
"-adland to headland, the Unltcd States’ tisbermen
4~ strungly mantaining that they were enutied to go
where they pleased so long as they nover wont nearer
*han threo miles to any point of land. This was the
joditive, and only point in dispute, when the Reci.
prouity Treaty so happily set tho mutter at rest,

Tle annulinent of this Treaty has brought both
v ulafies face to face with these fishuug ditfionitses
again  TI'he British Government has now a small fleet

4. uud at the fshing grounds, and the Amencan
" uiakduent, it would appear, by receut telograms,
las ~cul, ur i3 about to send, soino war veszels thither.
We sery mauch regret fo sce that some very absurd
caing are being put forth by gome American politi-

2 aud Juuruahists, regarding this matwer. Before

' Leuptouiy Treaty, the only disputed point was,
a3 we have seen above, with regard to whethier the

‘hree manne mtes * should bemensared from ansma-
ginary lino running from headland to lcadland, or
fruin e nearest point of fand. Batnow, wo find some
Americans contending that tho Treaty of 1818 hasbeen
-et aslde altugether, that the laws of nations must
noa decide how close American fishermen can go to
th ahere, ang, doder any circumstances, that they
bavo a right to cnter any Bay so long as they keep
three miles from thic shore.  The latter point is tho old
disp ite, and may fairly be ¢d’ open to discus.

flon, Yut to epeak of a temporary Treaty like that of

4, having et aside the Lreaty of 1+ 13, and that the , public mmnd of the peoplo of all the Yrovinces be di-.
law of na-iuns notw comes into force, is too absurd to | rected to the tesources, abihity, and strength which

be for a moment entertained, The fow American po-
litictans who have taken up this view, may justly be
charged with sceking to embroil the two nations in
war, for it has neither sonse nor reason to eupport it.
We are happy to believe that neither the American
Government nor tho leading statesmen of the Republic
have given any countenance to these unjust and dan-
gerous protenslons.,

The fact is, many of our Republican nelghbours aro
Just beginning to realize what they have lost by giving
up the fishing rights wo had temporarily allowed them,
aod the unserupulous portion of the genus palitician,
would liko to hold on to these rights after they havo
taken from ustho guid pro quo, 1t is dificult to gut
at tho exact amount of wealth obtained from our

fisheries by our Republican neighbours anuually, but
it {2 protty generatly admitted, that doing away with
the three-mile limit, fully doubled their yearly catch.
At the Dotroit convention, an cstimato was putin as to ]

, 1f0 in their united action. What ls the extent of the

Provinces, and what their resources?—

Canada contalng 330,000 square miles: Newfound.
land, 44,200, New Brungwick. 27,710: Nova Scotls.
15,000; Yrince Edward Island, 2.131; British Colum.
bis, 213,600; Vancouver Island. 18.000: Ifudson Bay
lerntory, 1,610,600; making 2218611 squara miles, n
territory nearly twice as large as all LEurope, if we
deduct Russta,

Accurding to tho statistics of 1561, the area of land
held by private tdivaduals in the North American
Lrovinees was. In Upper Canada 17,708,232 acres, of
which 6,051,619 were under cultivation. Ian Lower
Canada 13,050,000 acreg, 08 which 4,804,325 were under
cultivation, In Nova Scotia 5,748,893 acres, of which
1,u25,032 are under cultivation. New Drunswick
6,137,329 acres, 835,108 under cultivation. Newfound.
iand 100,00v acres, 41,108 under cultivatjon. Prince
Rdward faland 1,365,400 acrcs, 883,127 acres undor

their eateh in the Bay and Gulfof St. Lawrence alone, | cultivation. The annual agricultural products of the
the figures given were as follow. Beforo the Treaty, | Provinces now ylelds S160,000,000. Competent au.

the gross proceeds were €825,000, and after it, 84,607,

thorities have given the actual dannual yield of the

600" [n 1860, Maine, Maseachusotts, and Counceticut | Frelieries at $20,000,000, much of which {s 103t by thoen
alone, caught (according to thelr own statistics) ishito } who shoutd profit vy it, and has gone to the enrich.

tho value 0f 4,106,148, The total wealth denved by
the Republic from thissource must, therofore, b some.
thing quite handsome. The New York IPorld adinuts !
in a recent {ssue, that thekr fshermen cannot continue i
thelr occapation succossfully without going within
three mites of the British coast, so that it fs quite appa-
rent that tho American flshing Intercsts must be
almost totally destroyed unless some new arrange-
meats are mado with us regarding them,

Some American journals favourable to new and
liberal trado regulations between the two cuuntries,
are recommending that we should continue to Amer:-
cau flsbermen their present privileges, on their paying
a certain tax, Weo fear the adoption of this recom-
mendation would not, as contended, prevent all danger
of collision between the two Governments, bat at any
rate, we are not prepared to make such very valuable
concessions without some equivalent. It is matter of
deep regret that the present position of the question 13
such that disputes can hardly be avoided. Butunlessa
casusdelli is sought for or desired;—which Go¢ forbid
should be the case, —we would fain hope that no dispute
Is possibie which the cabinets of London and Wash-
ington could not peacefully settle. As regards the
fisheries, our American cousing ean have them again
whenever they please.  Whenever they ignify their
willinguness to open their markets to us on reasonable
terms, we <hall be happy to re-open our Hzlieries to
them. Untit then, we can afford to wait,

THE BRITISH PROVINCES.

E hear of a company about to be formed for tho
W purpuse of cstablishing & hne of suitable boats
tu run seguiarly between Lanaida and the Lower Ports,
and 1t has alsv been mentvned that steamers are now
building 1 the Llyde for the purpose of being placed
in this trade.  Lhe necessity which exnts for suitable
intercolutial communicativa by the Gulf rvate de-

ment of forcigners. ¢ The British North American
Provinces,” says a recent writer, ‘' possessing 5.00)
miles of gea coast, if consolidated into one power,
would possess not only all the materinls nnerssary for
constructing ships of war, but t1s0 bands of skilful
aud hardy seamen wherewith to man a powerful
fleet.’’ The tonnage of tho commercial marino of the
Provinces, inward and outward, réquired for tha ae.
commodation of trado is: 18,419,614, of which Nova
Scotia requires 1,432,954 tons, New Brunswick 1.346,-
990, Prinee Fadwarda Jdand 167,098 Newloundland
1,992,343, and Canada 9,040337 The son going ton.
nge of Canada amounts to 2.188,000 tons  In 1832
the tonnage of vessels bullt in British North America
amonnted to only 83,776 tons. In 1883 the numberof °
veszels built was 645, with a capacity of 219.763 tons,
(according to the epeech of tho Financo Minister,
February 7, 1865,) costing 99,000,000 According to
tho last census returns the number of sailors and
fishiermen ot the Colonies wag 63,256, and the popula.
tion of the six I’rovinces, by the census of 1861, was-
Upper Canada, 1.£96,091; Tower Canada, 1111,666,
Nova Scotia, 333,857; New Brunswick, 232,047; New-
foundland, 122,635; Prince Edward Island, 80,857
total, 3,294,050. The whole population is at present
over 4,000,000, Fhe imports and exporta of 1263 were*

Imprts.  Exprrts Total.
Canada . £45,9€4,493 S41 831,632 §87,776,025
New Brunswick.. 7,764,821 8,664,181 16,529,608
Nova Scotia...... 10,201,331 8,420,968 18,622,359
Princo Ed. Teland. 1,423,023 1,627,640 38,065,663
Newfoundland.... 5,242,520 6,002,812 11,245.032

Besides a fortilo soil and magnificent forests the
Provinces possess inexhaustible mineral resources.
Gold, ivon, coal, and copper ave found {n Nova Scotia
in abundance, snd the coa! beds are not exceeded, in

richness and availability for minin'i'}. by any in tho
world. The mineral wealth of New Brunswick is also
cnormous, and her coal’formation s of a thickness

t incredible. Canada has her mines of copper

mands preimgt acuon m tus matier.  The peopte of
(anada and the Lower Yrovinces are eyuslly Inter-
csted, and should ghve 1o tho enterprise all possible
cncvuragement.  Ihie accounts fromour Comnussions
m *ho Vest Indics aro also favorable, and wo may
reasunably Jouh fur an ingreared and more valaabie
tindo with tho .siunds as svon as proper postal com-
munication 18 established. Itis oply necessary for the
natuial resvuroes of the Provinees to be duveloped by
the cnergy of thar people, to render their guited
power great, palincally and comume.cialiy, aud to
secure that iudependence in trade which is the only
guarantco to permanont prosperity, Tho Provinces
have resources of a magmtcent character wluch aro
only beglumng 1 their growth, and ace capable ot
indefinite expansion. A country possessing such great
variety fn her sources of weaith 13 always & very de-
sirable trade conuection wath any other country, but
1t becomes necessary that thoso resources.be generally

known tu foreign countries to produce &' desue for |

commeraial sutercuurse.  For this purpose it is. thaty
tho Commisstong are visiting the West fudia Islands.
and South Amcrica. Tno counections ef the homo
trade between the Provinces demands cqual attention.
Their interests cannot longer rémain divided. Tanfs-
which operate against reciprocal trade should be
«bohshed, scctional prejudices discarded, and the

and iron ore in abundance, which only need develop-
ment to become & great source of wealth, Gold has
been found on tae Chaudiero and elsewhere to somo
oxtent. The coal of New Brunswick will, by and by,
bo required to :work the furnaces-in.jron miney of
Canada, RReciprocal fico trade between the Provinces
is an absolute ncceksity forced upon them by tho ter-
mination ofthe Reciprocity. Treaty., They will find in
a commorcial union of their interests, and s unaoimity
of purpose with regard to thelr foreign trado relations,
more Emn a sufficicnt coropensation for its loss. It is
plain that tho British North American Territory, pos-
s083ing such'ma;inmccnt resources, should be a power
on this continent.

Wood Trade of 8t. Johu, N. B, o

. _Fho shipments from St, John, for the quarter ending:
March 32st, 186, were—of Doals, &0, 14,041,990; Pine,
471; Birch, 1070; Palings, 170,000.. 3

The Free Ports of Canada,
Tho total Exports from Quebec to tho Freo Ports

were: .
TN 1805ea e ronspecnrsroncnonanneses S§423,350
335,947

In1%63 .

IDCressor eveceer « « « . 802,423
Tho total Imoports from those ports to Quebes were-

cossacraces X

181805 $237,266
INISGHe.eeceneemrironsos enneess 207,018
INCTEAA . vovve ov veeeee. S20,218

The principal articles of Export ars Klour, Bi-cuit
and Bread, and Provisions, The leading items ot Im-
port arc Fish and Fish Oil, L



