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A Cree Reception.
Çhrstnu Among the Incflans In the Far North-West.

DY ICATIC WVU8TLAKE YlXIGH.

C IRCLTMSTANCES cause
people te spend Christmas
in sny strange way8, and

the ona just past4 wlîicli 1 spent
ua an Izîdia reservation in aur
Canadien North-West, was the
most singular in my expcrienco.

It as glorious weatlîer, anild
for that far nortiiera clime,
and the landscape ail around uti

i! -ille, lake and wvood-was a
S veritable fairyhsnid. On the

ground iay the glistening, .apot-
les;, untrodden snow; sud fonces,
buildings, buimbos, tail pino and
scrub, aIl wcre covered with goft
feat. ..,xy frost-work, fine as lace,
brilliant as diamonds. Never

was maiden bride so daintily drenied, neyer was
w-dding cake so, curiausly iced, nover wvss cls
webso0 cunningly woven , and upon ail elhonti the
frosty sunlight in supernai radiance, such as aur
eastern provinces dream net of.

And when the sua set behind the bills in a
blaze af wcizdrous color, the white world, an
idealized Christmas world, wvas fiooded withi a
mysticai glowing light, and the aky burned with a
fire framn the infinite, unspeakable iu its glory.

The Indiaus do nat observe Christmas day with
any degree tcf ceremany, aitbough New Year le
aiways ktmpt by tbem, as a feout, and great pre.
parautions are madie te do iL bonor. They usuaily
dance out theolad ycar and dance iii the new,
keeping up the revel frein sundown tili dawn, sud
an New Year's day they veceive and psy visits and
make great festivities.

We were therefore very ranch purprised ta re-
ceive formai notification on Christinas ave, that
the Indians were, going tocall upon us on Christmas.

The word came thraugh the aIod man," thora
is alwaya anc '<aild man " par excellence ia every
band, sud iL was givea with tire 8oin dignity
that the case demanded. It was intended as a
compliment, a mark of extreme favor, and as such
it was accepted, with due thanka.

IL would involve work,bîut we, went about our
preparations for their entertainment with a good
deal of excit.ement and much atudying of ways
and means. When people ]ive twenty long miles
fromi anywhere, it ia impossible ta borrow dishes
or get extra blclp, and if they have not what is
wanted in the hause, they do as wve did, go wvitIî-
eut.

For aur afternoon ten we could nlot aven have
aur usual beli, because the squawvs whio were aur
wshee-washee and scrubee on ordinary occasions,'
and the brave wvho did aur chores, would joi
therrepetive kindred and ho amoug aur guests.

W usdup ail the fruit îîuts snd p2ol made
rosdy for aur awn Christmas pudding in msking
cakes for the roception, and we wvere obiiged to
work off aur famity Santa Claus befare ratiring, la
r,rder te save time next day.

Christmas dinner was timed pcrilausiy soon
aftor breakfast that we might be roady ia good
season, but aies, for aur calculations, the turkey
was barely carved when a knock wns heard at the
door; -we liastily throw a caver avor the foaut and
composed our8elves ta Ilreceive."

Our iguests ail came te the back door and
knocked, (an common Occasions thay enter wath-
out warning), end iL did noL disturb their equa-
nimity a particia te have ta be marshailed through
kitchen and dining-room before they could be
seated ie state in the parlor.

0 viy an archway divided the twa roome, but
with true politenosa aur cailers ignorcd the fsct,
patent te aighit and sincil, that they had disturbed
us aL Our meal; and we, of course, behiaved as if

we hiad be sented with folded bande wvaiting for
them.

Af ter the first..conier loft wo scrambled througb
dinner as be8t 'vo could, and in anotîcr interval
wcre able to, clcar away.

Tbygave us vcry littie rest for the balance of
thoe afternoon, comizîg b 'y finilies, by ' wosand
thr.., by whole sîceigli loads in the case of tiiose
who, lived farthcst away.

They ail ontored gravoly and ehook bande, wish.
ing us Il à1lly Kîismas," shyly. Pour pagans, fow
of thcmn liad any idea of why Christmas is a happy
timo to u,, or what tho day signifios 1

They ail came in thieir best blankets wuth their
linir profusely oiued, slîckcd and braided.

The maj,)rity of our visitors wcrp Orcea and
almost ail %vers purcly pagan. There were a few
Sioux who havc married Cree womnen and joined
the band to which thoîir wvives belong, as in thoir
customn.

The Sioux are mucu handsonaer than tho Crees,
possess finor features, are better devoloved
physically and seemn mentally of a higher type.
They think more of their appcarance, top, and in
our honor hiad donned their bead-worked legginlgs
and unoccasins, only worn an great occasions, and
were lavishly painted ; wbierene the Crees %vers
not painted at ail.

,Among th e Sioux braves I have an especial favr'-
ite. Wee.chee.hun, who, hy tho way, lias a îrost
romantic history.

Ho came wvith bis pretty Cree wife and two
chiidren, and wvas a sight te appal the tiînid wvitil
his gargeous decorations. Re had brigbit red
patches on eaeh bronze check, a band around his
ciassic brow close te the rayon hair, and a atrip
down the parting, besides crescents above both
ongle cyca.

No bronze statue of Jupiter was ever more
noble' proportioncd, or more- instinct with lithe
grace than xny red-skin bero, and no Apollo could
ever have had more purely classicai features.

He cornes; at -ines te borrow hay, with ail the
grandeur of a Greek god.

Our cailers numbered aver sixty, flot couniting
papoosea in arma, and thera wore lots of them.*

They looked around at evorything wîth the
curiosity and pleasuro of children, flot intruivey
but with warmi interca3t, aud their admiration of
aur etuffed birds was intense.

WYhen oniy a fow wora presont they would wvalk
about and inspect the househioid treasures ciosoiv,
but when we were cruwded they stayod quietiy
wlhere they were placed.

Tboy talked very3 littie te each other, only an
occasionai word, and they did noL laugli rauch,
except whoa we wouid misinterpret what they
said.

I askod Kah weechy-may tah may nat if ho
wouid have more tes. I took Iii- Ilno " for Ilya%

brouglit Itim another cup, and when I handed i,
to hMi he lookod se comical, and thoy ail hand a
lienrty laugh. Therù wAre twonty in the room a:
that time.

If conversation languiehe.d a littie it wus simnp>
because our visiteras.poke no Englehandweno Crcc.

At a Toronto five o'clock ton one m;iglit easik
ste morpeoxamples of maiadroitness in mansging
cup and saucer Mien aur wild Indians sbowod over
their tes and cake..

Thoy have a grave self-possession that is admir-
abie, and yet thoy are such cbsldren, se readily bc-
guiIcd, so casily aniuscd, so simple rninded 1

Tboy boliaved besutifuliy. The parents or grand-
parcnts kept the chidren beaido tbem, and there
was periet order Tlîey wvro so, polite, lîardly
ail> of thomi would take more than one cup of to,
and one piece of cake, and nothingw~as eitber bro-
ken or spilled.

After oating they would rsrely stay more than
ton or fifteen minutes, that appeariug te ho the
limit for a eail, according te Indian cLiquette.

I would hold tho papooses whien there were Dat
more tlusu tvo armnsful, whi]e thieir mothers took
their tes, and 1 fed the childron wî.th miik: snd
cake.

The children interest mue, poor, sby, littie haif.
atarved mites, and 1 love the ente papooses tied
Up like balla ia their tight moss bage. Tlîey are
Puo sweet and good.

.A baie of Christmas gifts sont from Toronto
friends hiad arrived a fow daYs hefore, enabiing us
te gladdon the hearts of our younger guests by
giving away such things as were Ilfrivolous."
They are so, thankful for clotbing and needul
articles, buti oh, biow deliited they are with
trash.

IVe pinneti soins gaudy bug and butterfly
brooches inta the neck-hands"of the yoong squaws,
sud ta the mothers with babes wve gave briguat
ribbons, laces and flowvers and patches of fancy
siik ; they were ali charmed.

Wee-chee.hun's little daugliter recoiveti a toy
frying.pan (givea away by a thrice.blesscd stove
dealer at Toronto Exhibition snd sent in th
bae), and lier fa'vn.like eyes aimost bulged out
wvith joy.

A fanzy box went to a littie girl, and hier twin
brother howicd quite like a wvhite child because
hie had noue. We hunted him up a putl box,
minus the pis, and lie wus quite content.

I treasuire up every little box and carry themn
ia my pooket tu give ta tme dusky children I meet
in niy %alks. They nover have a doIt or a toy,
poor little seuls, and a paste-board box means
measureless fun tu them, They so love anything
tu, play with-a wooden box that they can d ag
sround for a wagon makes thees as happy as
kings.

Our lest callers were three yaung girls, 'who
were charniing for awhile, but they did not know
wvhen te go. W6 fed themn, tslked our few Cree
words with thcm, showcd themn photographe and
other treasures, but atili they stayed. The other
mnesnbers of the faniily baseiy da'serted me-t.,,
sauntered off in di&frent directions and d<1 flot
came back.

I was 16f t alone with those Indian niaidenq
who spoke not ta each other, nor ta me, nor did
they gigglc.

I'd hiave given anythiug for juat one giggle!
An inspiration came ita me. I gave thcm the

inammoth Christmas numbers of the New York
WYorld and Jlerald and they spresd thees out on
the foeur, got down on ail fours and looked, at the
picLures entrnnced.

They looked at thein long after they were tired,
I ara verç sure. They wcre dying te go, but did
notknowliow. I wanted them genebut kneivas
iittie how te send thees. At length they went.

Our last visitera reminded me more of the bore
doin of civilization than any we hiat, but on the
whoie aur Indian receptian was aq pleasant as it
was unique.


