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they have the “benefit of clergy” or not, these
two warm-hearted friends will be in theinselves
a host, and at Woodstock, London, and the ¢ far
west,” others will not be waating. The Perth
friends wonder that we have not come their way;
but the truth is, they were represented to us long
ago as the “advanced guard” in the cause, and
as an example to the laggers. On the whole,the
prospect is hopeful.

I lately wrote to my friend Dr. Engles, at
Philadelphia, for information as to the Widows
Scheme of the Presbyterian Church of the United
States; and he has kindly sent me the printed
scheme of “the corporation,” dated 1341. It
appears that so early as 1759 a number of gentle-
men were associated together by an act of « the
proprietaries and governors in chief of the Pro-
vince of Pennsylvania,” -with dependencies; a
charter granted and duly sealed, with the cogni-
zance of the crown of Great Britain ; for the pur-
pose of providing a fund for superannuated nin-
isters, and the widows and familics of ministers
within the province.  The fund thus created has
been kept up to the present day, and its range
has extended beyond Peunsylvania to the whole
of the States. Iuregard to that part of the plan
with which we have to do, it appears that the
scheme for widows is arranged on ordinary assu-
rance calculation, and that it embraces five plaus.
The first is, by the payment of a sum of moncy
at one time on the part of the minister, or for his
behoof, an annuity for life is provided for his wid-
ow, and in case of her deatli, to the family, for
the period of thirteen years after the decease of
the father. Oa this scale, a minister at the age
of 31 wounld require to pay 363 dollars at once, to
secure an annuity of 100 to his family. The se-
cond plan is, by an annual paynient on the part
of the minister, or for him, to secure the same ob-
jects ; thus a minister at 34 years of age pays 27
dollars a-year to secure 100 to his widow and fa-
mily. The third is—by the deposite at once of
such a sum as, it put 10 interest at 5 per cent.,
would annually produce the amount of the annual
permium ; the deposite to remain during the min-
ister’s life. The fourth is, by the deposite of a
similar sum, to remain for ever in the hands-of
the Corporation, for the benefit of a succession of
ninisters.  You may, from this slight sketch,
form an idea of the plan embraced in this scheme;
but my information does not extend beyond the
scheme itself. No statement is given of the

numbers who have embraced it, or of the present |

state of the fund. Indeed my iinpression is, that
the scheme has not turned out so prosperously as
could have been wished, and there does not seem
to be any compulsory principle embraced in it.
Some further infurmation, however, 1 expect to
obtain, and that I shall take care to communi-
cate.

A very interesting fact in regard to the history
of the risc of this fund, I must, however, make
known. In 1760 the Rev. Charles Beauy,a
zealous minister in Pennsylvania, was sent over
to Scotland to collect for the fund. He was fa-
vorably received by the General Assembly of the
Church, aud collections were ordered to be made
in the Churches, which amounted to upwards of
L2000 sterling. It appears, however, that this
sum was applied by authority of the Assembly of
Scotland to that part of the scheme which ap-
plied to ministers requiring help during their
lives ; and no doubt the aid thus given went sub-
stantially to the same end, although the widows’
fund did not share in it. S

The success of Mr. Beatty was grc',ml)’ owing
to the letters he earrie®with hin, from the Rev.,
Samuel Davies, afterwards president of Princeton
College, who had been in Scotland some ycars
before, and kept up regular correspondence with
the leading evangelical ministers of Scotland.
Mr. Davie$ took the opportunity of sending, by
Mr. Beatty, to the Rev. Dr. Gillies of Glasgow,
a M.S. work for publication in Scotland, in reply
to President Stith, of William and Mary College,
Virginia, who had published 2 sermon on “the

nature and extent of redemption,” containing
sentiments akin to those of the * new school” at
the present day. Mr. Davies requested Dr. Gil-
lies to shew the M.S. to Mr. McCulloch of

Cambuslang, and left these gentlemen (along |

with Dr. Hamiltoa of the High Church of Glas-
gow) to publish it or not, as they saw cause,
Whether from the fuct of President Stith hav-
ing died soon after, or for what reason, I canuot
learn, bat so it ix, that the M. 3. remained in the
posgession of Mr. McCulloch, and in Febraary,
1345, it was presented to me by Mrs. Coatts, the
geand-davghter of that eminent miuvister, and
a lady of rare Christian excclience, now with
God. The work has been placed by me among
the “ rare 2.5 5. of Kuox's College ; and it is
really 2 gem. "1 have it now on my table ; and
[rcad the title thus: “ Charity and ‘V'ruth united ;
or, the way of the multitude exposed ; in six let-
ters to the Rev. Mr. Willian) Stith, A. M., Pres-
ident of Wiliiam and Mary College ; in answer
to some passages in his serinon, entitled ¢ the
nature and extent of Christ's Redemption,
preached before the General Assembly of Vir-
ginia, November 11, 1753 ; in which is also con-
tained a survey of the moral character of mankind
in all ages; an Inquiry into the nature of true re-
ligion and virtne, and a Vindication of the divine
perfections in the infliction of future punishments.
By Samuél Davies, A. M.” DMr. D. was then a
missionary at Hanover in Virginia, and the work
is dated froin that place, « July 4, 1755.” Itis
a quarto of 130 pages, beautifully written ; and
the work is valuable for its theology and its learn-
ing.  Of the sound theology, and impassioned
eloquence of Davies, I never had a doubt; but I
mnust acknowledge that this interesting M.S. of
that estimable man has greatly raised my im-
pressiohs of his talents as a logician, and his at-
taipments in the literature of theology. 1t Mr.
McLellan, our worthy friend, thinks of publish-
ing it, T doubt not that the “ College authorities”
would cheerfully permit him the use of the M. 8.,
and I, as the original proprietor, will cheerfuily
concur.
My dear Sir,
Faithfully yours,
Ronr. Burxss.
e ——————
[FOR THE RECORD.]

REMARKS ON THE QUALIFICATIONS
OF CHURCH MEMBERS—ADMISSION
TO SEALING ORDINANCES—CHURCH
DISCIPLINE, &ec.

It is now seven years since the Presbyterian
Church of Canada declared itself « Free,” and en-
tered on its present career, with only twenty-three
ministers—a number now iucreased to about
eighty. The building of churches, and the set-
ting up of other ecclesiastical machinery, have

kept pace with this ministerial increase. Out-
wardly, at least, this fact indicates no Wglinary
success, expecially when W Ponsider hose

from” whom we are separated have done Iittle
more than keep the ground they occupied at the
disruption, notwithstgnding the advantages of a
state endowment for their ministers and profes-
sors. Let us hope also that our Church has made
correspouding progress in spiritual things. This
is the most important consideration of all: for the
number of ministers and churches, however ¢x-
leunsive, is no criterion of the amount of godliness
in any relizious community. The design of the
present remarks is, not to furnish statistics of our
spiritual progress as a Church of Christ, but to
stir up one another by way of remembrance, espe-
cially our brethren in the ministry and eldership,
to a constant, if not greater, watchfulness in the
discharge of our unspeakably responsible duties,
as rulers in God’s house.

And, in the outset, let us congratulate our-
sclves that the scriptural form of our government
is such as to afford every facility for evangelistic
advancementand faithfulness. What is the mean-

ing of an ““ Exeter Synod,” and a “ Congrega-
tional Union,” but the felt want of, and an hom-
age (however unwittingly) done to Presbytery.
But even Presbytery is not infallible; and does
not per se secure a converted ministry or elder-
ship ; and yet where these are awanting, there
can, humanly speaking, be no spiritual progress.

‘I'o maintain a pure communion, is one of the
most ditficult, while it is one of the most impor-
tant duties of the Christian Church. Who then
should communicate? In theory, all will agree
that none should, but true saints.  But is this con-
stantly realised or felt by us in practice? Are
we not liable to lose sight of this truth, under the
plea that it is impossible to ascertain with cer-
taiuty who are real saints 1 while, in reality, this
fact ought rather to make us tenfold more watch-
ful, in the admission of members. Uniformity of
standard by no means insures uniformity of prae-
tice in this matter. The degree of faithfulness
here will invariably correspond with the amount
of prudence and piety of individual ministers.
But in practice, who should be admitted to sealing
ordinances? We answer, none but visible saints.
There are two ways of discovering who are such;
namely, profession and life. A professor; in re-
lating his experience may mistake his own con-
dition, and his pastor may also be misled by it ;
yet such a dealing should on no account be dis-
peused with. The life or external evidence again,
should not be a mere negative, but of a positive
kind. Not only should the candidate be charge-
able with nothing incunsistent with the Christian
profession, but the Christian society in which he
moves, should have something to say in his favor.
If he has a family, he should be known to keep
family worship, and to bring up his children in
the fear of God ; he should regularly attend the
means of grace ; his speech should be alway with
grace seasoned with salt; and withal, if his cir-
cumstances permit, he should be known to con-
tribute to the support of gospel ordinances.

Parties coming from a distance, should invari-
ably produce written certificates of membership ;
and yet, ordinarily, even in such eases, a pastor
is not warranted to dispense with his wsual
method of dealing with candidates, A great pro-
portion of communnicants become 80 immediately
after entering into the married state. Why should
this be s0? Of such cases, office-bearers cannot
be too jealous: for it is to be feared that; in the
majority of these, the parties are influenced by
mere prejudices. Even the desire (laudable in its
own place) Lo have a numerous roil of members,
may be a temptation to ministers and sessions to
relax a due zeal for the purity of God’s house.
This is especially to be guarded against in the
admission of influential or wealthy individuals.
Communicants’ classes, as they are called, may
be made serviceable for instructing catechumens g
but mere attendance at these should never be re-
garded as a passport to the Lord's Table. And
it is questionable if such classes should be differ-
ent from, or any other than, the ordinary bible
classes, which no minister should want. ~Every
thing should be avoided which has the appearance
of forcing the young, like so many hot-house
plants, into a form of godliness ; a signal illustra-
tion of which is frequently seen in the system
called Episcopul confirmation ‘The indiscrimi-
nate admission of the unconverted to Church fel-
lowship, has probably been the occasion of sealing
the doom of thousands, by confirming them in
pride and presumption.

In the present state of society, the ordinance
of baptism is still more liable to abuse. Many
seek it for their offspring, who never dream of
communicating ; nay, who state, unhesitatingly,
“ they do not think themselves prepared for it.”
Such statements have been made to the writer in
countless cases, with the semblance of humility,
but, in reality, (he fears) with callousindifference.
These parties, we need scarcely say, are tull of
vague views upon the subject ; and many of them,
alas! seem much more concerned if their children
are unbaptized, than if they are graceless. It is



