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Miscellancous Extracts,
WORSIHIP AMONG THE IRVINGITES.

The following account of the worehip amony
the levingites, as practised in thar Cathedral,
Gordon Square, doudon, i3 from the pen of
the English correspondent of the Preshyterean
Hanner and Adwocate, generally understood to
be & promineat membier of the English Presby-
terian Synod. In his concluding remarks he
givesa very justund discriminating estimnte of
the character of this strange compound of the
scusuous and the epiritual, A consideration of
the whole scene nay serve to show us the
danger of once departing from the simplicity
of the order and worship ¢stablished in our
Church:—

* Tle * Catholic and Apostolic Church,’ asthe
adherents of what is popularly knowa as living-
ism lova 10 call themselves, continue to exercise
considerable influeuce in London, In company
with the Rev. W. Graham, of Bonn, I wentto
their Cathedsal, 1n Gordon $quare, this week.
L had paid a viait to this place once belote, but
it was when but a few were prerent, and on an
ordinary occasion.  But this time, T had a
thorough insight into the working of the system
It was a high day. Once a month, and on a
week day, the Seven Churclies (for such 1s therr
pumber in the Metropolis, and fimited to thus
nuinber in harmony with the symbolic character
of the zystem,) axsembled at Gordon Square for
a full choral and Eucharistic service. “I'o ob:ain
an entrapce on such an occasion, was a fare
prvilege, and L owed it to the fact that one of
¢ tho prophets’ had been furmerdly a fellow-studem
with my friend, Mr. Graham, who now invited
h:m 1o be preseat.

 Arriving at the church at ten o'clock,” we
passed down the clowters, and winding through
a small door, we found ourseives i the nave of
the lofty and beautiful building. The tesseincd
Moeaic, inCreasing in richness as it extended in-
to the chuncel, was under our feet,  Above wero
the arches and fluted columns, the siJe-aisles on
oither side, with the great aliar, with the thrones
ot seats of the apostle, or uthers of the sacred
order. These Iast, the aposile, (fur there is but
one,) the projliets, tho seven angels, 1the chici
pastor, the four evangelists, the deacons, toge-h-
or with various attendants, and all variously
tobed, were beginning, as wo entered, 10 1ake
their respective places.

+*We were shown into & side-aisle, and the
-servico began with a voluntaty on the organ.
The Scven Angels entered in procession, and
took & promigent seat. Behind them were two
other orders.  These Seven Angels at ance ar-
resied the eye.  All were portly and fine look-
ing, cvidently persons in the higher walks of lifo.
Mt of them were fifty years of age, some suli
older. Each was drossed in a long, white silk
garment, edged with satin, with & gudle aronnd
the waist, and embroidered with gold near the
ancles.

* The Prophois had each 2 whito stole, or sur-
plice, with a loose, black serge jacker over it,
veaching 10 the waust. Gneciase who, as | was
informed by = ledy, were artendante on the res.
pective pas..s of the churches, wore jackets of

plosilk. The Apostle hada garment, pro-

usely embroidered with go'd on a white ground,
and in vatious figures, with a wolden circular
plate on his breast. The Prophet of the day,
-and the Evangelit alto, a8 well asthe Chicf
Paster, wore gurgeous dicsees of the aame des.
crniption.

* It is the Communion service which is read
to-day. Prayers ate intoned by a priest from the
alac.  The Litargy, or usaal moraing prayer, as
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well as this Commanion oflice, bears 2 geaeiat
resembinner to the ktadied eervices of the Chreh
of Bugland, Bur the Sacraincntal vervico s
more feagthendd  “The responses are sung by the
peaple, ted by the organ and a choir. sed the
patt the peoaplo tuke ia the service, and their
evident familanty with music and singing, 13 1e-
markable anid anggemive  Every time that the
gloria patri s suog, all tura to the [Sast

* One fearure was charactenistic. The ! Seven
Churches,’ so called, were here in one body
Tho Seven Angels, therefore, havo their o ccial
vocauons to day. Ere the service has lung begun,
ono of theso leaves his place, and atepsinto a
reading desk, overshadowed by one of tho arches,
in tho bedy of the church. Immediately he
reads aloud, and with great distinciness, the first
of tho Epwstles 1o the Scven Churches, as it is
wrtttent 10 Rev. ii.  Leaving the desk, a Colicat
is intoned and responded to, and then a second
angel takes the desk, and 1eads a serond of the
Letters 1o the Seven Chinrclivs,  And so. with a
prayer or Collect between each, the whole of
tho seven Epistles ate teud, the seventh angel
closing the whole.

“ Part of the gervice was the chanting of the
Psaline, as they are f~und in the prose version,
beginning at the Pealm c¢xxx. Wul all my
educarional associatrons with thyme, I could not
help teeling, with the English wranslation before
e, printed in scparate lines, as in the original
Helrew, that tius mode brings aut biest, the mean-
ing of tho Spirit; and that this was surely more
akin ta the servico of song in the house of the
Lord in Solomen's days, than is our present sys
e of singing, with the Procrustes consiruc-
tion of thyme, and often very bad thyme, 1
hopo this is not heresy. Some lligh Church
Presbyterians would call it such. I despair of
she singing of the Psalns, as they arein the prose,
in Presbyterian churches, inmy time. Perhops
the levity of chotisters and tions of the

“ We wereabout to leave, but wese told 1o keep
our places, by two ladies.  To this we arsents
ed, a3 we were told that the ¢ Fourfold Minisiry®
wasaboutto beexercized.  “I'hepeople all crowd-
ed 1o the centra ; the prophets, &c., all repared
to the same quarter.  First entered ope of the
reading desks the Chief Pasior, an eldrrly man,
who tead an exhortation on Hoiiness, and forcibly
ennygh did he denounco the formaism and
idulatry of Rome, But he did not sparc either
the Greek or Protestant Churches. ‘I'ho latter,
he said, each were worthippers of a text, and
thus eplit up the body of Christ into (ragments,
He then gave & running commentary on the
sixh and seventh chapiers of the Epistle t0 the
Romans, displayed considerable analysis, all
designed 1o enforce tho lesson, that without
lioliness, no mun could see 1he Lord.

Nexu appeared, in the opposite desk, an Evan.
golist, a man of considerable orats rical power.
He hegan somewhat abruptly, by ssying that
the system of Papisis would not do without a
pargatory, becauvse they did not teach the peaple
to walk in the £pirit, and so not to {ullil the lusts
of the flesh: and he dwelt on thee nnportance
of adhering to the way of holiness as marked
outby the way-marks of ordinances. Next came
the Prapliet, a grave, tall elderly man. Thieis
the perron who prefacod the Liturgy and offices
fuund in the bouk put inte my hands, Hero aro
offices for the consecration of Fonte, for the or-
daining of the different orders, for confession and
abeolution, &c., and all thege this man is suppos-
cd to have prefaced, under the special help of
the Holy Spirit  Ile rcads a lesson 10 the
Evangelisis abuut a greater efficiency in spread-
ing their principles, and utters something like a
sneer at the pupularity of those sectarians who
dealt ¢ in iilustrations and vulgariscis,” mesring
thercby I presume, Mg, Sputgeon, This dis-
cousse, as 8 whole, wasmarked by great, though

bdued power. Last came the Apuztle, the most

past, between chanting and formalism, may ac-
count for this. But can any one argue that
there is xacredness in rhyme? ~ Is not the essence
of the sacred »ang, as well as it original form,
preserved in the prose, & rendesing of the Hebrew
more exact than even the verson of Rouse, with-
out any of its angularity and harshness?  Let
any one take up a paragraph Lible, as printed by
our Tract Society, und see whether the printing
thete given of sacred song—given as in the origi-
nal, in mcasured lines—~is not the true Scriptural
i:ical of what the great congregation ought 10

* 1 shall not dwell long upon what remains.
Suflice itto say that there is, 1n the * Apostolic’
service,' 2 prayer of consecration, not Popish in
its substauce, nor formally endorsing irausubstan-
uation, yet suggestive both of the one and the
other.  Tho Licad and the wine are consecrated
separa‘ely, and over each the priest makes the
#1en of the cross; and the prayer (wh le it recit-
ed Clhirist’s words, * Do this,” &c.,) was to the ef-
fect that they might * become 1o us the hody and
the wwod of Christ,’ for the spiritoal nourishment
of the soul, Thisis very like the language of
tite Scottish  Episcopal office, which Evang -lists
£0 camnesily depreeate.  Jefore the partaking of
the communiun, incense was burned, and accom-
pauying the ascending cloudfwas chanted, by the
whale congrenation, Mal. iz 11, * In every place
incense shall be offcred unto my name, and a
pute offering,” &ec.

**Afier 2 silenipause, the altar wasapproached
by ihore within the chancel. Tie Seven An-
gels walked up, and ethers in order alter them,
concluding with ihe choristers and organist.
Then followed the prople, male and female, per-
haps about theee kundred and Gy or four hun-
Sred in all.

* Atter all had partaken, some pravers follow-
ed, and the service was concluded with the ben-
edictian, I netlected 10 mention that abous the
middlo of the service, 2 short homily was deliv-
eted, from a pulpit in the body of the church.

pricet-like of ail. He enforced ihe doctrine of
obedience on the people. His preinise was that
the gifis of rule came through the Apostle, (him-
self,) the Church, and that through him they re-
ceived the Iloly Ghost, and 1hat the people’s res-
ponsive recognition of this rulo over them, was
a cheerful ¢ obedience of faith' These five dis-
courses were embraced within three-guarters of
an hour. The wholo services lasied three Avurs
and a half. The variety made it not appeac
very long.

«{ forebear 10 offer any lengthened reflections
on th's strange medley, this curious attempt 10
combine Rutualism and Spirauality, sensuous
worship and sacramental grace, with p:actical
tioliness. The fallacy of the system—~based on
words,such as ¢ Aposiles, &c., and skown in the
lack of proofs that extraordinary offices remain-
ed in the Church after the Dirpensation was uske
ered in and esiublishcd—will suggest itsclf to
every thoughtful reader. The near approach of
the Second Advent was dwelt upon, and the col-
lection ol tithes and offerings was practically il-
{ustrated. The tithes seem to be devoted 10 1he
Buildiag Fund, for the present; the offerings go
10 the support of the Apnatle and his suberdi-
natc.  The machinery and its rustenance seems
very conly. Yet,as fas est ab hoste diceri, 1
thought that as":0 the part the people 1ake in pub-
lic worship, and the exercise and bringing out of
the vatied gifts of suen for the benefit of the whole
body, ronething might be learned by Churches
whoee order is really simple, New Testament,
and Sctiptunel, likeour owa.”

NORWAY AND ITS ANCIENT PEOPLE.

The great northern plain of Turopa is broken
by two anasees of high land, the Ural Mountains
inT. ia,snd the Scandinavian Chain, which
exten.. for 1000 miles close alanz 1he sheres of
the Atlantic down the western coast of Nognay.

The Notwegisa Mountains tise abrup:ly from
the sea-shore in1o a 1able land whoee general



