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of former systems and affirm there is no difference between the Jew
and the Geuntile. DBesides “ of such is the kingdom of heaven;” and
were the book silent on the subject altogether, still so fur as authority
is concerned I would be even with you. Indecd, 1 would have the
advantage, for * silence gives consent”—Hhere there is no law there
is no transgression.” ‘Pherefore I can permit this infang to partake
on his own responsibility.

The same “ zig-zag reasoning” may be applied to praying for ths
dead, sprinkling of infauts, conseeration of chapels, the sprinkling of
horses, und of bells ; and every practice concerning which the seriptures
are silent. The practice of deducing a warrent from the silence of
scripture, is one which, until further advised, I should not like to see

adopted by the © Witness of Truth.” R

I have nade more remarks than I intended, but as the principle
iuvolved is of great importance, I pray you have me excuséd.

September, 1850. 0.
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The preceding is rather an euntercsting communication, exhibiting
& very. fair degree of the combative fuculty. To this, in itself, we have
no objeotious. We too have weapons of war, and are addicted, from
principle, to the sin of combating. But whether our excellent brother
has fully investigated the prudeuce of arresting 8o much attention to
the above topic while thereare so many topics in the graud business
of reformation which ‘seem to call for scrutiny and discussion prior to
the one lie has cast anchor upon, is not for us to express anything
saving an opivion : aud the expression of this opinion may be post-
poned : for as we attach siender importance to our own opinions, and
enjoy liberty euough to grant large liberties to others, especially the
liberty of speech, we object not to bear what our intellgent, somewhat
alarmed, and eriticising brother has further to say upon the question of
the communion of saints. Nay,if it he timous and every way fitting
to try our logic and our liberty upou this topie, we invite this esteemed
correspondent to offer Lis strougest reasons aud treat us to his weight-
iest criticisms. Iuvestigation we never have feared, and never ex-
pect to fear. - ) )

Haviug long since couuted the cost of taking the position we occu-
PY on the communion gquestion—having looked for a slight ruffle in
the sea when- this subject was fuirly broached amoug our ‘brethren
whom the rigid ivfluence of some narruw-walled school had the power
of making scrupulously close-héartcd oun this particular theme—having
at the same time formed an houest dctermiuation to yield to truth and
#9 where it should leadin the event of an investigation—we have not
been tnken by surprise by anything that has yet cume to our office on
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