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STUDYING THE STARS.

TaERE loy in the Scottish mondows,
A wondrous clear-oyed lad,

Wrapped ¢ ) in midnight shadows,
And tho rolds of a shophord's plaid ;

Lay long, and eagerly gazing
With wonder-straining oyes

A% God's own jewellery, blazing
Upon the stately skies ;

He looked in $ho sbars’ swood faces,
They fod his nature’s necds—

Ho marked their glowing places
With atrings of glistening beads

To tho fame his soul ne'er doubted
His qulck brain drove him on,

Till $he world with honour shouted
The name of Ferguson.

But now when youth's mind-vision
Would rango the mystery-sky,
Pale Science’s sirange precision
Has mapped i for his eys;
Aund capiured the ebars in cages,
And mocked their flickering flame;
Subdued these kings of the ages,
And made them come by name;
On earth the stars are brightening,
Brought down from clouds of space,
As Franklin drew the lightning,
And gave it useful place;
And the Scotch boy's spirit, urning
From new-found stars above,
Looks down on this glow of learning,
With smiles of pride and love

—N. E. Journal of Ed

THE TALISMAN.

* EpuaR is avery litble boy to have united
with the Churohb, and I fear he may dis-
honour Chrisd in some way; o schoolboy
has go wany temptations”” The mother
said this to Aunk Judith.

“You noedn't fear at presens,” she re-
plied, “I often see Edgar when he comes
out of his litble room, and I notice he has
a talisman §0 keep him from evil.”

“A talismen!”

“Yes, $he Lord’s seal in his forehead.
He won't fall while that is thers.”

“ Aunt Judith, what can you mean?
Edgar's forehead has no mark, and no-
body knows just what $hai paseage in
Ravelation means which speaks of God's
gervants boing senled in their foreheads.”

“1$ means $he Lord will take care of his
own. Nobodyll deny thet. Don's freb
about your boy, bub pray for him. If he
loses his talisman I mean to know the
reason why.”

“Edgar does give good evidence that he
loves Ohrist and means to serve him,” ad-
mitted the anxious mother.

“Yes, and while he's young is just the
right time for him $c love Chriss; and to
confess him before men is jushé as much
his duby as i i¢ his father's or yours or
mine.”

The moiher wag cheered by these words,
bub shoe etill wondered what Aunk Judikh
meant abou$ the talisman. Ab noon she
gave her boy's forehead a critical look, bus
only saw that i¥ was frank, op~ aappy.

“ That wasn's all Auns Judith moeant, I'm
quito sure.” thoughs the mother.

A fow days after this Edgar asked loave
¥0 go skating, and his mothor refused his
request, because sho know Vhere were holes
cud in she ico for fishing, and feared he
might get in%o thom.

“It's 800 bad, mother ! " cried Edgar, “ all
tbe boys are going. 1 know all tho holes,
snd shouldn't go near them;” aund ho
turnod and lefsy she room bastily. His
mobher bons sadly over hor sewing, much
froubled by hor son's rebellious epirit.

In aboub fiftcon minutes Edgar came
back ond said, “I'm sorry I spoke so,
mothor. I won's ask to go on that pond
ogain ;" and he held up his lips for o kiss.
As his mother gave it she saw on his fore-
head the marks of the back of the litile
litsle cane rocking chair in Edgar's room,
and in an instané she knew what Aunt
Judith meant about “the seal” and the
“tallsman.”

“I'm glad you feel right about i$, sonny-
boy,” she said. “The holes are soon to be
properly guarded ; then you may go skat-
m »n

%Msy I? I thought I must give up
skoding perbaps all winger. If it hadn'd
been for doing just one thing, mother, I
don't know when I should have stopped
feeling angry about it.”

“ What did you do?"”

“1 prayed.”

*“A  wonderful
mother

Now knowing exactly what she meant,
Edgar looked out “talisman” in the biz
dictionary, and found that it means “ some-
thing which preserves one from evil by
gecreb inflaence.”

“I'll pray oftener than ever,” he re-
solved

So the “sign in his forehead " was often
ge;a by his mother and aunt, shough
Edgar did not know it was there. And he
never dishonoured the name of the dear
Saviour he truly loved and frankly
owned.

talisman!"” said the

A LOST LIFE

A YOUNu man was converbed during an
illness which proved fatal, thought thie
waa nob apprehended when he seemed to
give his heart 8o Chrieh. When his phy-
sician announced an unfavourable change
in his condition, ke expressed onlire resig-
nation, and, among other requests, asked
his friends to sing & hymn expressive of
that feeling. An hour or two affer, in the
silence of the room he was heard to say,
“Lozt, loah, lost!” This surprised his
mobher, and caused the immediate inquiry:

“ My son are your hopes feeble 2’

“ No, mother; but oh, my lost lifetime!
I am $wendy-four; and until a few weeks
since nothing has been done for Chriss,
and everything for myself and my pleas-
uze. My companions will think I've made
o profession in view of death. Oh, that I
could live to meet this remarlk, and do
something to show my sincerily, and %o
redeem my losh, loss, loss life.”

LUTHER'S CRADLE HYMN.

(Composed by Martin Luthor for his
children, sud abill sung by German motkors
to shoir littlo onca. ]

Away in a mangor,

No crib for a bod,
Tho listle Lord Josus

Laid down his sweo$ hoad.
Tho stars in the sky

Looked down whore ho lay—
Tho listlo Lord Jesus

Asleop op the hay.

Tho cattlo are lowing,
Tho poor Babo awakoy,
Bub litslo Lord Jesus
No crying ho makes.
I love thee, Lord Josus,
Look down from tbe sky,
And slay by my cradlo
To watch luliaby.

BELIEF IN GOD.

“Do you beliesve in God, and that he
genda his angels to watch over and gaard
us?” said a liMle girl, aged olght, t0 her
elght-year-old playmate.

*“Yes; do you?t"”

“No, answored the girl, “I dou'ts be-
lieve $hat, becauso I can’d sco $hem.”

Drawing himgelf ap, $he little fellow
faced hor squarely, and blew his breash in
hor face * DId you geo that 1" ho asked,
toforring to the air he had axhaled from
his lunga.

“No,” was the anawor.

“Well, it was dhere, wasn'd it 77 wus tho
convincing and emphatio reply.—ur Lut-
tle People.

A GENTLEMAN said $hat ho onco saw in
an out-of-the-way place in China about
twenty Ohinese babies tied to stakes on a
potch of green grass, The lenghh of each
baby's rope was abgut ten feet, and tho
stakes were far enough apar$ so $ha¢ tho
babies wouldn't get all tangled up. They
seemed very happy, and while he stood
watching them he did not hear one of $hem
cry. The mothers were ad work in a rice-
field a I "$hle way off

SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSUNS.
JuLy 8.

Lesson  Tuptc.— Preseutation
Temple.—Luke 2. 25-35.

MeMorRY VERuES, Luke 2 27-32

Gorpex TExT.—A light to lighten $ho
Gentiles, and she glury of thy people
Israel.—- Luke 2. 32,

JoLy 15

LrssoN Toric,—Visis of tho Wise Mon.
—Mast 2. 1-12,

MrMoRY VERSES, Mats, 2. 9-11.

QoLpEN TEXT.—They saw the young
child with Mary his mother, and fell down,

in the

and worshipped bim.—~—Matt 2. 11



