
94 THiE ALGOIMA AlISSIONAR11 NI-;NS.

ini a veritable fairy landi. Vast forests
of evcrgreen clati tho shores in ail di-
rections. Thiere was no sign ai lîuman
habitation. Wu wcre in Nature's hicart,
a veritable sanctuary ofithe Great ýCe
ator. Yet bore anti there, through al
that region we kncw that Hol hati In-
dian chiltiren with souls to lio saveti
like our own.

At our last portage we iati a proaf
of tho Indian's quicknoss ai sense. Ti'le
portage was a gooti mile long anti al
the wvay rlîrough thick forest. Sutiden-
ly, at aur camp fire, the aId Chief Oslî.
kopida appeareti, saying, I was an the
other side ai the portage, and smielling
the srnoke ai your fire, cdrne ta greet
you." A romiarkable instance afical
devotion anti sterling wvarth is this old
nîan. Strng anti active, despite his
years lie stili keeps bis canoe in tlîe
ircnt anti leads us. Fie is thoroughly
devotedti thie Churcb-looks aitr h
building, keeps up the hiearts ai his
people in the absence ai the mission-
ary, anti looks forward wvith unbroken
hope ta the day wvben wve shall ho able
ta do more than wve are now tiaing for
tliem. Few things on miy visit impress-
ed mie more than bis history ai the
arigin ai the mission. It will be relat-
eti in due course.

Rauinding a point at about 5 o'clock
on the third day, we camne suddenly iii
siglit ai tlîe mission. Thiere it was-
Negwenenang, the Indian settlement,
ai which wve bati s0 aiten hecard. On
the cliff, ta flic rigbit, stooti the little
church halloweti by miany associations
bath beautiful anti sati; the centre ai
Mr. Renison's mnany years ai labour.
Anti there beside it stoo ic hlad mis-
sion bouse anti school, the log hut in
wvhicb Mr. Renison bati livet i vtb lus
family so long. Anti stretcbing awvay
ta the riglît ran the rude path or roati,
along wvhicli at intervals were rangeti
tbe cottages of the Indians, each with
its surrounding garden ai vegetables.
Negwenenang! hitherto but a namne
anly. There it stooti, anti here were
the poor chiltiren ai the forest gatbereti
aut ai the wilderness of sin anti wicketi-
ness inta the gartien ai the Lord. Poor
people, they 'vere a simiple-liearteti
graup, anti aur hearts wvent out ta
thenm. Alas ! that we can do sa little
for them ! Alas! that they sbauld be s0
few 1 Away in those vast iorests across
the lake roani others whao neeti ta be
gathered in as these have been. \%Vho
is ta do the work ?

That niglht wce hiat a service anti
cvery soul in the place except ane olti
mnan ofio ),c yars, w~ho coulti not walk
out, wvas present. Ir was a liearty,
touching service. I lov' g:ad they woro,
tîtesc jîoor people, ta sec us, andi to loin
with us iii the wvorship af God !

Alter the service there wvas a Il powv-
wov'* or canferprnce at tho bouse ai
Chief Oshkopida, whlo gave us the fol-
loving story af the oponing ai the muis.
sion :-Many years aga, at the time of
the so-called Rabertson treaty, bis band
af Indians, thoen pagans, %vere promised
nuany ativantages if they wvould faîl in
with the Governinent viewvs. Aniong
other rlîings, they %vere promniseti tliat
in (11e course a miissionary wvould corne
to thcmi ta teach thom the religion oi
tlbeirGreatWh'IiteMarbtler,z. c.,thieQtieen.
Thîey were ta wvait for their teacher,

Loadlng up ai a Portage.

anti ta refuse allegiance ta aIl others.
Tbey wvaited year aiter year, hoping on
in spite ai miany disappointnients. For
thîrtyyears-for forty years-tbey wait-
ed. Na missianary camne. One day
the chief saw in the distance a canoe
(Il chemiain ") approacliing. Some-
tbing tolti bin that their teacher 'vas
coming. Ho leapeti inta bis canae anti
speti acrass tlie water ta meet the new
canne. IlAre yau tbe English teacher
camne ta train us in the religion ai aur
Gteat WVhiteo Mother?" healmost breath.
Iessly demandei. Il1, saiti the prin-
cipal occupant ai the approaching
canoe, Ilamn Iishop Fauquier. anti this
is Rev. Mr. Wilson. XVe bave a wvarm
interest in your welfare anti have came
ta see wvbat we can do for you." Witb
what joy the Bishop was welcomed;
anti how gladl3- the Indians undertook

to builti the teaching.lîouse hie requircti
for the înissionary, and how elgerly
thcy listeniedito the story of Christ's
love mnay ho imiagined! Suffice to say,
the chieoi acting for the people, gave
the Blishop the highest proof of their
confidence and the lbest pledgc they liad

it tliir pover Io offer. This wai
the chiers son, wvho %vas to lie taken
away thierc anti thon and placeti as a
pupil in the Shingwauk Home. There
the boy soon niastercd the elemnents of
Christianity. ie was baptizeti andi be.
came a dcvout disciple of his Lord.
Anti God's wvays are strange and miys
tcrious. The boy hai flot been long in
the school before lie becaine ill tunto
death, anti the sati ncwswvassent hackto
the settliment that lie 'vas camning home
ta (li. It was a very sore trial to the
chief. B3ut through God's grace lie
took it in the riglit spirit, and feeling
that it w~as the Divine hanti trying 1dm
lie determineti ta show his faiti by
naming the mission "'Negivcnenang "-

nîy son-aiter flie son whoni God ihati
calleti. Andi that naine it bears to this
day.

In due course, thotight flot till after
Bishop Fauquier lbadt been calleti ta his
test and Bishop Sullivan liad been ap.
paintcd his successor, a iiissionary-
the Rev. Robert Renison, a naine whicli
bas sitîce becomne a householti %ord-
was fuunti andi sent ta the lake to five
amnong these people. Andi wvhat they
owe to hini and to bis devotei wie-
how untier the influence of thiese faith-
fuI workers tbey enierged from heathen
darkness into the light of tbe Gospel of
Christ, and wvere liftcd to a higher way
of thinking and living-it is flot easy ta
put inta wvords.

Such was the aid cbiei's story. Andi
he closed by a strong assertion ai his
people's loyalty to the Queen andi the
Cburch, and a statement of their sare
need of a successor ta Mr. Renisan to
console anti cheer thern in their trials,
and ta lielp thein in their conflict with
their spiritual eneniies. But wlîat can
we do ? %Vhiere are the means, andi
where is the man ?

The account given by 'Mt. Renisctn
af the conversion oi one ai thiese men
mnay be aideti bere as an illustration of
the value and need of the mission.
The inan wvas, ai course, a pagan, and,
like athers, bati two wives. The mis-
sianary denounceti this practice-de-
clareti Christ's view af it, andi urgeti
the putting away ai the last married


