THE CANADIAN FAMILY HERALD.

166

R — e s e

£ e e s s

conntey In ignorance of whet was the real
caue of hie detention at home, when he.desiged
s mu~h to sce her; but whether *he thould
Jive or dir at would b for ber afone.” Bat wlen
his friend hiad reache! the <hip, and perecived in
the expression of her countemnee the anxicty
which agitate ! her tenler inom, he condl tot,
for sympahy with Golina, convey to her the
fntellig *nee of Nopman's fndiposition, whom he
koew she foved as her own life, loat by duing <o
he <hnuld be guilty of increasing her grief, already
expressed in intelizible characiers, amd thne cdge
it watl Keener aflliction. A more matute consis
deration would however havesnggestadtohim that
the duty he had tailal to pesforin was what teue
friendahip and fidelity rc?uhc\‘. and which he
conkl never have violated were he to have as
miich forcthonght as he had of sore reflection af
terwards on the subject.”

“ It was tg be deplored, inteeruplod Mee. Rose,
that Colina had et her nativeshore without know-
ing what pr-vented poor Bethune fromsecing her at
thetime ol her depatture, according to his appoint.
ment; and espeeintly as it would have cnabled
her 10 repel all suspicions of his consancy
which she may have leen tempted aficrwards
to cherish, and would have fortitied her mind
during along separation to be cheerfully resigned
1o the will of Providence,  But hor parents must
have known the circumuance, and her mother in
yaniculir woulld have given hier every comlort
which inaternal aftection §s fit to adininister.”

But, safd Mr. Rose, dil we not expericnce that
itiaby first fenstrating onr fondest hopes the dispo-
scrofalicyents ofien ulthnately sweeiens the cup of
our comntorte, we might have no hesitation in aay-
fng that it was intchto e deplored thatthe loving
Colina knew not the canse of her fricnd's appa-
rent nezlect; althouwh it ix hanl to say, if she
had known “thiv, whether ft would have been
easier fur hier to think of hisheing laidon a bed of
sicknexe, to which the gricf of parting with her
had likely conttibuited, and to the relief of which
their separation had rendered ft ime ossible for her
to atlord one drop of comfort, while it periniteed
her not o hope of hearing soon of his recovery.
Aud fiom what I have already related regardioz
their friend, in whom Norman had 1eposed
80 tauch confidenee, we may learn that it is of
necessily for ns, short-sightcd as we are, 10 soek
for better guhdance than our own, even in our
most laudable etfurts, whether of a social or more
private character, to dry up the streams of human
sorrow, Q6 well as to seal the (vuntains whence
they originate; and this is still more cvident in
the manner in which her affectionate mather
essayed lo abstract Colina’s mind from the object
of her griel,

“The intcres'ing I<land of Stafla and of Tuna,
whose lofly towers remind 1he passing voyoger of
the character of ranctity theircountry ought (o re.
tain in the mind of every true Caledonian, were
dimly fading out of vicw, and the bine hills of
Arayle presented only their summits above the dis-
fant horizon ; while Collna, stilt leaning gently un
the ship's bulwarks, seemed 1o be counting each
rolling swell of the ocean which passed tawards
the shore and separated her further and farther
from her beloved Norman., Her mother, per-
ceiving that grief bad quite overcome the fortitude
whereby she endeavoured 20 Jong 10 conceal it,
had now, for the first time, thought of represent.
ing to Colina the folly of grieving her mind much
about an individual, whom, however worthy he
always proved to be of her affection, and notwith-
manding the revolutions and andent hopes of un-
tried youh, she had very slight prospect of ever
min&agajn. She held furth to her the expecta-
tion she might entertain of mceting with a loving
partnczinthecolony whither they were guing, who
sight be equally qualifi«d to make her bappy,
and with whom she might pocseas more otp the

comforts of life than she could hope to obtain
with Norman, for many years yetto come. This,
rhe assured Colina, was not & visionary prospect;
s it was well known that in every new colony of

tke kind they were t ighabit, females were few

in nnmber, and had it mnch in theie own power
1o choow the husbands that were most deserving.”

“ If that <hotll be the case, papa, said Adclaide,
W ueetrs to e there is nocause to fear we shall be
doomed to go to the garrel, w hen we may at once
tn traneporied o stich & h:\p{vy country; where
ladiex obtain & higher privilege than any ever
cimmnerated  in the  celchrated  catalogie  of
* Woman's Righte,' o} which Mrs, Poker «o often
talke~the ?nvilcgc of chovsing husbands for
themnaelves,

“ Rather let us tear, papa, said Maria, what
effect her mother’s words had on Colina’s miml!

v Althongh  Colina had emdeavoured to ap-
ar more cheerful afier her mother apoke to
rer lest shie should make her uneasy l'v)' showing
any signs of continned grie; yet she felt it wonld
Le crucl, and in vain, tor any onc to advise her to
withdraw her affection feom her beloved, nntil a
change had first taken place onm his own part, of
which she had not yet had any teal cause to fear.
*Tie eanier 10 kindle fice with mow

Thau quencti the Mamea of love with words;
The more ‘115 stamnped, the mwte N Lurns.’

“1 might also make known to you, il.time pet-
mitted,” continued Mr, Rose, 'the train of me-
ditationa Colina had been often disposed to indulge
in during a pleacant voyage across the Atlantic,
especially when the occan had presentcd its most
imposing and sublime scenes—which were olten
enjoycd during & lunger than usual continuation
of calim weather ; and likewire the pleasure that
was aiforded her on her arrival In Ametica, and
while pursuing thefe journey to their final destina.
tion over its inland waters, by the grandeur of its
general scenery.  But, like many new settlers
they endured many hardships before they found
anythinglike a comfortable hume, Undersuchcir-
cummances oge would sippase that Colina would
not, with a firm decision of purpose, reject propo-
sals of friendship that were made Ly Youn
men of character and worldly means: 'Lul suc
wax the case, snd such was her love for Norman
Bethune and her regard fur the sacred vows of
her carly tove,

« Shortly after their arrival in the colony she
wrote hotne to her friend in Lochalin, but at the
time her letler had reached there, Norman wasin
anmhemart of the country, sojottrniog with some
of his friends, the atil! deficate state of his healih
having required such a change. His father re.
celvuf, and for ohvious reasons destroyed it at
once. ‘The first intelligence Norman got of the
safe arrival of Colina In America was afler a Joog
interval of eighicen mouths, and then only
through letters received from other families who
had feft Lochalin at the same period. Having
been by this time guite restored to his wonted
healih'and vigour, he recruited cournge to tell his
{ather that he was anxfovs to try his fortune in the
New World; and ultimately the father consi.
dered it his duty, though at the sacrifive of much

‘ml’nlm‘:ﬂ‘ecuon, not to offer any resistance o
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A few months more, and afier & rather tedious
paesage across the Atlantic, he arrived in the
township of , In one of the western districts
of Upper Canada, where Mr, Lamb was now
seftled on his own farm.”

“O! papa, ] hope they had a ha
exclaimed Maria,” y PPy mecting,

“ Yee, dear Maria, virtue is its own reward ;
but T will now tell you something which wiil
will render the event of thefr meeting more inter-
esting to you,  You will pereeive that poor Co-
lina had been disappointed in not receiving any
communication from Norman, in answer to her
letter, which, together with: the reeollection of
what had ocenrred on the day she had left Locha.
lin, caused her to eutertain doubts of his fidelity
for the first lime, the very evening he arrived at
E~—-; but ere he found 'his way to Mz, Lamb's
house she had retired to bed, and after some
bitter reflection and tears, she was soon absorbed
§n the following vision : ) :

THE DREAM.

“The mo«t lovely terrestrial paradiee which
adomns the plains of Shiraz or Dawnascus, with
all theie striking pictures of rcenic amd syl.
van beauty, could not be note inviting than the
apot into which Colina had been now transported,
Tts walks were shaded by waving and Tuxnriant
fuilage on the one hand ; ougthe other, fringed with
plants which exhaled the swectest odours, an
lowers of the most superd tints; while throvgh
the far-extending visias, which here and there
opened to view, might bescen rich parterres,
over which the humming-bee noisily fluttered
and the canopy of Jealy braaches and peadant
fronds which overshadowed the putling brook,
that gently flowed throngh this paradise of
hope, were vocal with the song of the bind of
pleasure.  As Colina walked along its walks the
appearance of the whole seemed 1o grow more
and more in beauty wpon the eve, ard the har-
mony of sweetly ningled sounds rendered it a
magle scene of delight, At length she obeerved
two young females dressed in white robes,—the
emblcms of jnnocence and truth ; and as they
scemed to have been discussing the more delicate
beautics of & fower which one of them held in
her hand, an cldcrly man, whose countenance
beamed with atfection and intellizence, came n
to themn, and having presenied to them a small

per, folded togrether, he bowed courteutialy and

isappeared.  One of thém unfolded the note, and
aundible to Colina, who stood near them unper-
ceived, she read its contents as follows :—

The fower which bonats the drightest tinta
And dnnks the sweetest dew,

May mill contaln within He core

The rankeet poison lve

# Upon hearing thcse words Colina turned aside,
and while musing doeply on what the meaning
intended to be conveyed by these lines might be,
her attention was argested by. the appearance of
delicate-looking young fewnale, whom she ap.
proached in & more jsolated part of the garden,
and whose sad and sullied counienance and de-
jected deportment represented the experience of
aifiction, She heard her exclaiming in au atfect-
ing tone of soliloguy :~—

Bet seme innate s,
Beti marks it child of sncih ¢

0! why had Mct

That m{n [ %—-ﬂ
 The most sympathetic tenderneas towards her
who had given utteranceto thes: sentiments made
Colina anxious 10 know the ¢ause of her grief,

but as she drew nearer o her, aer fair form ha
faded out of view; and she was agaia left alone
1o refiect on all she had heard in the garden, 8he
began to think thutthese words no sounerexpressed
than they were graven in her memory, were in.
tended 10 show ¢| follLof repmsing 100 machcon.
fidence in any mortal being, and at once thoughts
of her Norman across her mind, 1ioc.
curred to her how he had disappoioted her on the
day she JeR her native shore; sad cavsed by his
dilatory neglect of ml;inﬁo ber, her hope to be
blighted, and her mind to be no longer fit to repel
these doubts of his integrity whicl before could
never, never find a place. in ber thougts, De.
ploring all which, and dye( fecling she could love
no ove again as she did her belove une,
she h{ hersell diwn on a bed of roses, and 28 her
drooping form beut over the fragrant .bouquet
which her bowom , and on the of one
pacticular tender fower m be ‘soon & (iilen
tear standing undiffused like a dew-drop in
Eden, she suddenly beard a voice like that of an
angel exclaiming—

40Mov3wuuw dh::t'ncl_hy fove..
She lifted up ber. \ X it was her
Norman, el o T “ﬁf’u one arm,

al j
and with the otber "h3Sd" plucked the flower, ca
‘Whoae ‘corrulla heér tear; ransparent ‘and spark-



