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Ptog Dorscs, aud bave oficn seen tho same in-
quiry mado in tho columns of The Spirit. I
will therefore digress {rain mv legitimate sub-
Jjoot—the training of the racchorso—and lere
give my judgment on the matter, the resnlt of
many years' careful observation, 1 beliove that
the practioo originated i the bramn of a lasy
groom of cithur Milesian or Cockney orifin. A
century boforo this vilo custum was imported
into this couutry, the six New England States,
New York, New Jorsy, and Pennsylvauis, all

used horses for labor aud pleasure, for fow mules.

wero used st that time, I mertion the wbove
8tates, becauso thuy all lie north of latitude 40
ces, They used the horse for running,
{rottiog, aud pacing in the summer time: in
the winter, fur sluighing, driving, ets. They
drove their horses much longer and more severe
distances than now. Of course the introduoction
of railroads has guperceded the nececssity of
using borses in very long journeys, but it does
not alter my positiva in rogard to the use and
abuse of the horse of that day with the horse
of this period. Thirty years ago I have known
hing partios to drive from the City of New
York, over on Long Islznd, out to Snedikor's ;
tnt their horsns under the shed, throw a blan-
ot over theun ; take their Indies into the ball-
room—to which the 8weat straiug of musiec had
-enticed them—dance & set or two, then set off
again, driving their horses at their best pacoe to
Jamaics. There thoy would make & halt for
halfan hour ur mure , then off sguin to Flush-
ing, where they would rlance all night and * go
home wth the girls in the morniog.” Now
those horses were not only driven twenty-five or
thirty miles that night, but stood unhitched in
harness the entire night, After retnrning home,
fed and restod the rest of the day, perhapa the
same horses were out the neat night (especially
it they were livery horwes), and every night,
di the oarnival of sleighing, they would be
.heated np, and suffered to cool off by standing
still. Of course, when resting, they wonld be
wovered with blankets or buffalo rubes, but still
they were severely driven and often roughly
treated from neglect or too long a delay at one
myct weo never heard at that time, or long
, of & horse Jying from pleurs pneumouis,
-oongestion of the lungs, eto., in fact, those
diseases were scarcely known at that uume. I
any bad effeet manifusted itself, it was a aough
resulting fruw cold, which readily yielded and
§n.ad awsy with rest and a litils medicine.
ow nope of those borses at that time were
pped. A hundred horses die now where one
then. Of course there are thousands of
horses now where there were hundieds then,
but horses now are not subjected to the ssvere
they were forty or fifty years sgo. It
be soen that hiorses in those days could be
wotked, warmed up, cooled off, and rubbed dry
withoat the aid of clipping.

Clipping is mow encouraged ty stablemen,
because one band san take care of-ten, ortwelve
clipped horses, and that is a great savingol
money.ic watus for labor ; forall that isususl-

" borses 1Lt are clipped. This is
stable proprietors, but the owners of horses
kopt in livexy pay just the same price as those
dxiuv‘: lti::;r horses ':‘lth:;:t being clipped ;
groom an 6 Mmercensry pro-

olor {1y t0 persuade all owners to have their
orses cipped. Now all advosates of clipping

it
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scknowledge that the clip horse must be
wery carefslly olothed with and bianketa
* 39 keop him from taking oold ;. and the peopri-

ators of livery stables, kno‘inﬁ that & horse
will eat & great deal less whou kept warm than
to;mwbmwpwg, and huving anh«‘np eye
usiness temperature o H
G ont e ot b
] 3 caesp ), lorang
ot steam thyongh 'pipes 1aid all through the
-stable. Now this &?nsm will aliorse
100 warns, eveu withiout olothing.
his etndition when oovoio&y:ﬁ
- -gwer with,wool, which is s non-conduelor of

. pridection, ‘
alothed in & warm stable, m
" to be ridden or driven, every day in an
ypheve, 1he'tem % of whish is
‘halation that the borss takes afier he leaves
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!just been brought.

Quul S Ariven Yo ur X s Wit e bod
bacomne as warm as it was when covered wit
blaukets in s stable. But when you warm up
his body, what protection wdl that be to hie
lungs? You esnnot wanu tho atmosphere, too,
and the horse's labored braathing shows how
difficult it is to breathe this rarifiod atwmosphero,
8o unlike that of the stable from which he has
Those horses which arc
clipped will be driven about like othor horsecs,
stoppiog at certain places on the road ; they
are taken charge of hy the grooms while the
travellers take a drink ; they are ilaken under
the shed, or perhaps blank.ts ara thrown over
them, snd they are suffured to stand until the
party comes out, and that may be a longer or
8 shorter time. Now, what is to piotest the
horse whilst standing in the anow, or nuder the
shed, as the case may be, from tho cold, wintry
weather ¢ We will say they took tho rrecaution
to throw a blanket over him, but that only cov-
ers the back, and the shafts of tho sleigh or
waggon keep it from the Lody, so that his sides,
belly, breast, the legs, head, and neck, are all
oxposed. If the horse had not been deprived of
that which nature gave him for his prulection,
a loog wintar coat, ghe parts desoribed above
would hsve been covered with a bountiful sup.
ply of long hair, which, with the blsuket thrown
over his loins, rrould have been sufficient to
koep him warm for au hour or su.

One advocate of dlipping says, -* You caa, with
pertinenoy, ask the advocate of tho non inter-
feronoco theory whether ho would profer a wet,
heavy coat, or a dry, light one, aud tho answer
you will recel r@ can Lo easily aaticipated.” Ncw,
I thipk it would be morv portineat to ask the
huree which he would prefer, und in horseclogy
‘his reply would be that there is no necuesity to
stand chilled}in & long, wet cout, i the groom 18
s painstakiug and industrious wan, for a8 svoa
a8 unharneesed the gruom shiould bo ready with
gome good hinen rubbers, aud rub Lim over for
sbout twenty minntes, then thiow a blanket
over him, fasten it with a surcingle, put s light
houd upon his head, and let the boy walk him
for abous balt an bonr, By that timo he would
be oool ecough to be taken in and rubbed about

their | sity for.

thirty minutes inore, then he shouuld struighten

he hait aith a brash, a dry blanket thrown
over him, and a surcingle to confine it awround
the body. He should then be placed in a stall,
with a good bedding of straw nnder bim, and,
alier roosiving his fuved, he should feel comfort.
able for the night. Why? Because tho blanket
keeps out the chilly air, and the heat of tho budy
isretuined. Thus treated, be should - feel mere
comfortable than he would with three blankets,
if he was clipped. Now, I think that is about
the reply that a sensible horse wounld insks toa
clipper, providing he had been subject to the in-
human process of being sheared, and sabjected.
dauring s cold winter, $o the vicissitudes of
cbanges that take place in cities like New York
and Hoston, which are situatsd near the infln-
onoe of the storms of the ocean.

I will admit that there are instances wherea
horse may be shorn of Lis hair withou! injury,
and that isin s case where s horse hasbeen kept
in this Jatitude until his winter coat had gruwa,
and then iransferred tan or teelve deyrees south
or southwest. The temperatare of the atmos-
phere being there much higher, his long ooat of
hair, required in the oold climate, will become
burdensome and oppressive by keeping up a
ocnatans profuse perspirstion, aod if he was com-
pelled to be used either as s racchorsw, or road
bone,itwonl:lbosgmtmlie“o clip him, as
he would beoome 20 depleted by constant swoat-
ing thet it would make him wortlless antil he
became aoclimated, but by remuviug hisxoas be
might retain hix aataral vigor. Clipping in the
abuvy csses are works of necessily, for had the
same hotse been sent souih before his winter
ooat had grpwn, there would have been no neoes-

ing, for, i{ kept undlothed, the cli-
mate would pot affect bim. I have irained »
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their horsos dry, lot their bat- be ever po long.
An Amoriosn groom then would take care of
threo or four horsesin a private stable, kocp the
carrisgo and barneds clean, drive the family out
once er twicea day, feed the cow and pigs, eut
tho ood for tho fires, and do all tho necessary
chores, and atthough he roceived muderate
wagss with comfortavle quarters, ho was sausfi-
ed, and seldom changea fur a new placo. 8uch
wore the duties and such was the work of un
American hostler, now termed * groom,' but
that was before clipping wae introduced. Now
it requibes from three %o five grooms to tako
care of a private goutleman's stable. Ho must
Liave a driver, two tigers in livery, and & groom
to stay at the stable and take care of the other
horses, when the ocosch is out. Of course the
horses are clipped at the suggestion of the
grooms, as they say to the master, and as many
others say who are niore intelligent, that the
borse cannot be eovled off whilst wearing a uat-
ural coat, thercfore, he may sicken and die, un-
less ho is clipped. The grooms are in high
gleo, for tho uorses are clipped, and they have
little or nothing to do, and what little there
may happen to be done, they hire soms poor
fellow, wa0 bas no place to stay, for & rere pit-
tur.0e, to come and stay iu the stablo at night,
80 they can go to bally, parties, pot houses, and
other placos Jess reputable. This gonileman
who employs these three or four groowms of she
Cockuoy or Milesiun atripe will fiud, from ne-
glect of lne horses after clipping, that they are
nearly all sick, or not in coudition to be driven
ount ; he has often to depend upon the livery
stable for horses to convey bis family out, fhis
kind of neglect upon the part of these worthless
grooms aas {requently driven maay gentleman
to break up their private establishmunts, avd
send their gonea to livery otables, whore the
suimals ouuld not fare worse sud might fure
better, and the saving of the expense of the
grooms woull pay their livor, bill.

Besides tne want of industry of these foreirn
groows, they introduoe ink thie country that
huted feature of ine juility—class, which 13 an
exotio that canuot flourish in this country
whilst that glorivns frenchise, the right of suf-
frage, exists ; Lut it floarishes in all aristocratic
countries, and is morerigidly observed in Groat
Britamn t.an on any partol the continent of
Burope. From the prince to the chimney
swoep, class makes a lons step, but it steps the
whole way down. No two o stand upon
the same step ; in that conniry the head groom,
or coachman, takes carn uf nothing abont the
stable or horsen, excepting his own exalted
peisonage and his whip, and when he mounts
the box, takes the remns in band, orscks his
whip, and speaks & fow paironisivg words to
his Liorses, he assumer, as the carriate moves
{1, s pompous diguity which is much i
by the class below him. Wben this coachman
ntnﬁl. be desounds lﬂ:xm his box 'i;l: wallsz-
samed dignity, pawes thie reins to the secov:
groom, who merely oalls to the thinl groom to
taketho harneas off, and he to the fourth
groom to take charge of the borses. And that
same sysom of cless bas vesn intoduoed into
this country to a grewter or Jess extent, in onr

ivate stables. The olipping of borses and the
mmoxmunbom origiuated in the 3ame
mind, by one wno was wo lazy, and found it t00
much troubleto cleat a long, Lieelthy, nataral
tail, 20 bang it went. There are many {nstanocs,
X will allow, in which vne bairof & horse’s tail
may be eut off or banged, such as where a horss
is kept under clothing durint months in which
fliss arv annoying, tiicn 1t will do no burt; bt

where & horse is ridd-n uuler the saddle or ex-
posed 10 the flies in any way, he shonld be sl-
lowed free usc ol bis csudal appendage with the

bair attashed.
(To be Continned.)

SaxraErp F. Kxarp—This w.ll-kncwn

pped | trottiog stallion, who was tak-n to Eugland

s number of yrars avo, is now standing as
» stallion at Muj r Siapyiton’s Mytion Hail
Stud, near Yark The- Sporting Lue com-
missioner deesriber him us *¢ a <hort-legged
horse, long and lovel, of gr-at bone and
substsoer, and fir th: bLaudsomest of his
olass that I hav: aren.  Hias stock axa very
fine, and his blo-d secaas to nick, whether
put to harness-mar-s or th r urhbreds, for
among the lait-r class may be incladed
BSedan, by Bieadilban , dam Doefool, who
exhibits & graud yuarling by the fumous
roadsier.’

oleverly worked for MeLeary, soon causod o
shiade of odds on tho last.named, though just ae
the pistol fired bom'nﬁ again vesrod round to 7
t0 4 on Clark. J. Oliver got thoms to their
marks, and at tho scoond attempt sent them
away at a merry for the tirst lap (they had
10 go five apd a distance for tho mue), M vy
having the lead by two vanis, and this position
was uever altered till roanding the scsond bend
from home, where Olark, with a wel'-timed
spurt, gave MoLeavy the go-by, and mnever al-
Jowed him to get up, winning somewhat eaaily
by five yards, in 4min. 45e00., which looks like
teing & novioce's pace, instead of for the cham-
plonship,
B s,

SNOW-SHOEING.

The aunual races of the Montreal Spow.
shoe Club came off on Saturday last, in the
prosence of & large number of persons. The
two-mile Indidn race was wou by Lefebwvre
in 14:35, Keraronwe seoond, Dailleboat
third. ‘ho thousand , in three heats,
was not concluded. owat won the first
heat, and the second was a dead heat. The
100 yurds dash was taken by Vanghan, The
two-m.les club raceo was won by Geo. Roy,
and tho one-mile open handicap by Laing.

A CANUCK IN CALIFORNIA.

A foot raco took plsce at Ban Francisco,
Cal., on Saturday last, beween James Har-
ris, of Woodstock, Oat., familiarly known
aa the Cluveland Boy, and Robert Johuston,
of Sctockton, Cal., for $2,000 and the cham-
pionslip of the Pacific cowst. The distance
was 200 yards. Harris was the favorite
beforo the start at $100 to 60, and won the
race, tho timn beiog 213 seconds. Heis
well known in pedestrian curcles in Canads,
and was suppos.d to be un the ehelf, but
this race shuws he is ablo to tackle some of
the best of them yed.

A NEW YORK :I\;!dATEUR GATJIER-

Mr. J. Marion Pollock, 285 East 24th
stroet, Now York, has announced an sma-
tour meeting at the Metropolitan Riding
Acadomyin;hn cu&y‘.'ﬁoua:dh 18.8&0 The
evcuts are & 75 yar yaxds, yards,
snd onc wnile running; a mile and three
iniles walking ; 120 yuzds hurdlerace ; throw-
1y the hsmlxlnerdngd g;uing the ;%ot; and
ruoning u:gh and brosd jumpe. o prites
are gold and silver mei!.h. Bntnng?ﬂ
each, close on 220d inst. His description
of sn amateur is pretty strict ; it provides
that an amatenr is any person who has
n ver ocownpated for s stake or for admission
monsy, or :ith ptofuno“' nals fop:nos

rize, nor has ever an 3
gl Ins life, tavght or nsnmg in the
ursuit of athletio exarcises a8 » means of
fis‘ohhood.

Kato Henderson, one of the contesiagts in
s pedestnan wasch in Laosing, Mich,, wis
w, lppﬁ, severul times m hMAt M.:‘o
compel her to continne iag. ]
she informed the spectators, and they had
the husband arrestad.

OUR BOOK TABLE.

Cumoxe-Boxs GQuws, by W. W. Greener.
Cussell, Priter & Galpin, London; Wil-

ling & Williamson, Toronto ; $2.00. This
work brings into one focus the lesdiog
featares of ono of the greatest. improve-
mecnts aver mads in the shootidg of sport-
jug quns. It eontains, ina raadable form,
all that is known of Choke-Bores, with nu.
merous illustraticns, diagrams snd tables,
of the systems adopted, their workiogs
and tho results. Hinis in regard to pur-
chasing; aud other interesting informstion
to the sportsman are ample ; and allo-
gether. 3t isa work that every man who

takes an interest in  ganning ehozld poa-
5t

Mrogbldnye san bt the macdal twite
before,

B ]

POOR SHOUTING AT GUELPH

On Priday afternvon considerable inlorest
waa oentred 1n tho watch whioch was shod
between Qoo and Joln Atkiuson, st
Lillio’s Hotel, Manlon. Soven binls were
shot at by each, and the match was decided
in favor of yohn Atkinson, who shot thres
out of the soven, wlile George ouly killed
one. '

Larox Prick yor A Doa—M:r. L. H,
Smith, of Strathiroy, Ont., has sold to Mcssrs.
B. W. Gause, of Wilmington, Delawars,
and J. C. Higgins, of Delaware City, Dela-
ware, his itnported Laverack bitch, Petrel,
in whelp to Lotoeater, for $300.

A gun ciab bas been organised in Wind.
»or.

EQUINE OBITTARY.

DRATHR OF HERALDRY.

This famous old brood maro died at Ash-
1aud, Lexington, Ky., on the place of her
birth, Desember, 81, 1876, thus surviving
through the Contennisl year, and ncariy to
tho age of 81 yoars. Heraldry wasa chest.
nut, foaled in Apnl, 1846, at Ashland, the
first oolt of the no less noked brood mare
Margaret Woods, prescotod $o the Hon.
Henry Clay, by Col. Wade Hawpton, of
Bo°-th Carolina, & prince among genilemon
and for many yaars tholeading ixapor’er and
turfman of the Scuth. Col. Kunj:ton was
the father of ths present Gen. Wade Hamp-
ton, Governor of Bouth Caroline. Margaret
Woods, when presented to Mr. Clay, was in
fonl to Herald, and the prodece was Hor
aldry, who, like many other oeclobrated
brood mares, was never frained, owing to an
accident when a yearling. Henaldry, by
Herald, 1st dam Margarct Woods, imp.
Priam: 2nd dnm Marin West (Wagners
dem}, by Marion ; 8rd dam Ella Crump,
by imp Citizen ; 4th dam by Huutman;
5tk dam by Symwmn's Wildsir; 6th dam by
imp Fearnaught ; 7th dam by imp. Jumes.

RS
DISTANOES OF THE DIFFERENT

RACES IN THE UNITED STATES
IN 1876.

There were 470 races run in tho United
Statesin 1876, and were divided in the fol-
Jowing order : At one-quarter mile, 1 ; half-
mile, 16 ; ive farlongs, 10 ; thres-quarters
of » mule, 45 ; one mile, 66 ; mile and an
dgl:lt}l.”;mﬂemdlth“ ; mile and
s half, 50 ; milo and five eighths,2; mile
and three-quarters, 28 ; two miles, 44 ; two
milos and an eigth, 8 ; two miles and »
quarier, 8; two miles and & half, 17; two
miles and fivo-eighis, 1; two miles and
three-quarters, 4 ; three miles, 7 ; four miles,

8. Athalf-milo heats,8; ile huats, 62
mile heata three in five, 10 ; two-milo beals,
18 ; three-nule Losts, 2 ; threo and & quarier
mile beats, 2 ; four-milo heats, 4. Total, 479,
divided into 876 dashos and 108 Leat rases
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AxsxL WrLrtamsox, who formorly srained
for Mr. H. P. M'Grath, has now in_eharge
the horses of Messrs. Carr & Co. He and
the stadle arc at Jarome Park, and the
veberan reports ibo animals as all doing
well.
GovERX0R SPRAGUR—SInco the 1etarn of
this noted stallion to Racine, he baa recetved
ninele n mares at $200 each, and iy reported
a8 ng, in medium ocondition, 1,000
A Tuomoucrerkp Sin: or TROTTERY-
Lexicon, by Le o, dam Iughtsome, by
amp Glenooe, has been making a name for
himeelf a8 the sire of trosters. Ho hm »
five-year-old that trotiod last ycar,in £88,

Quak Girl, with a record of 2:85¢, and several
otbers who bave stiowa grest specd.



