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schemes of the Church, and a considerable
number the ministers of which speak very
hopefully of its speedy adoption. One
thing is very noticenble.  'While the Com-
mittee have had expressions of doubt and
fear as to the working of' the proposed sys-
tem from those who bave not attempted it,
every congregation which has adopted it,
whether located in town or country, is
leased, and the results so far have been
mvariably satisfactory—in some cases most
encouraging. Irom returns rcceived we
learn’ that it is known that in 13 of our con-
egations some of the office-beavrers, mern-
rs and adherents are laying by them in
stoce from week to week for religious and
benevolent purposes, and that in few others
most ot them are following the same course.
Only 3 congregations have formed Associ-
ations, but it must be remembered that
these are in addition to those who by adopt-
ing the general principle at once felt that
associations were unnecessary.

Thirty-five of the ministers heard from
have, since it was issued, attended to the
fnjunction ““to cndeavour to elevate the
standard of Christian beueficence by faith-
ful Scripture teaching on the subject.”

Upon the whole your Committee feel
much encouraged by the progress which
has been made; and as they have every
confidence that th system will be found to
work satisfactorily where it is fairly tried,
they believe that every year additional con-
gregations will adopt 1t, and that in a short
time even those which are no'w most timor-
cus may find their fears rebuked by the
success with which God crowns the adop-
tion in its purity and simplicity of Ris
own appointed method.

SUGGESTIONS.

The Committee are well aware that there
are difficulties to be contended with, and
they have considered with sympathy and
rospect those which have been suggested by
the brethren in their answers to their Cir-
cular. Que of these which many of our
people feel is the fact that their receipts are
mostly limited to one or two seasons of the
year. In order to obviate this difficulty as
far as possible the Committee would make
this suggestion : let persons make their ap-
propriations from week to week in the mea-
sure prompted by gratitude and love regu-
Iated by their ability ; let them keep a me-
morandum of the same; let them, when

they do receive their income, or a part of

it, put the aggregate amount at once into
the.Treasury of the Lord, and thus, as in

the payment of any other honest debt, ful-
fil the .obligations under which they have
.eome, and so, “lonour the Lord with their

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED.

Another difficulty which scems to bo stilf
more widely telt, «nd one whick by impli-
cation at least involves the last, is that
while the system may be very suitable for
congregations in cities, towns, and villages,
it is not at all adapted to those in the coun-
try. The comimittee submit that it ought
to bo a sufficient answer to this objection
that the inspired Apostle in urging it en.
joined it not only upon the Christians and
congregations of wealthy Corintl:, but also
28 we Jearn from the inseription with which
he begins his epi-Je, * upon all that in
every place call upun the name of the Lord
Jesus.” DBut as if to render doubt and fear
utterly inexcusable, the facts reported by
our own country congregations which have
tried it, demonstrate, so far as such a short
trial possibly can, its superior excellence.
In every instance the report is most favour
able. One brother, whose congregation is
strictly rural, says, “We collect stipend by
voluatary contributions received in the
plate at the door of the church, We com.
menced that method three months ago, and
have sinco obtained a considerable morg
then the quarter’s salary. In the corres
ponding months of 1870 we received only
about $50, so that what we have dones
not only encouraging to ourselves, but als
a proof of the beneficial results to be ol
tained by the system.”
Another tells us that as the result of the
old system during the pastorate of a very
few years, arrears had accumulated to some
hundreds of dollers; that soon after the
last meeting of Synod subscription p: B
pers were abolished, and the method recon-
mended adopted in all its siinplicity, apd BB
thai not only bas there been no increase of B
arrears, but the congregation have pail MK
their minister for the time which has sinee
elapsed more than they had promised. One
fiet reported in both these cases is exced B8
ingly suggestive, and worthy of the atten- 8
tion of every member of Synod. Both g
these brethren inaugurated the movement B
in their congregations by a series of s I
mons in which they discussed the subject B
fully, and commended it to the adoption of ¥
the paople. -
One turther reference and we are done @
By the dispeasations of God’s providencs B
we have been impressively reminded tha§
what we wish to do in this usin every otber
matter we should do promptly and earucst B
ly. Oneof the members of your commi
tee—the one, indeed, who felt the deepsty
interest in the subject entrusted to us—ha
acen suddenly stricken down at oursideg
We refer to the late Roderick McGrege
Esq., of New Glasgow. We belicve tuif
it was largely owing to his advocacy U
the practico which we are recommend

o

pubstance and with the first fruits of all

their increase.”’

was introduced into the congregation whi-l




