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Agricuttural Intetligenee.

Meetin%; of the Board of Agriculture.

« ot of the Boatd of Agricultare was held in
the Agticultural Hall, Toronto. on Wednesday, 1ath
August, at which there wasa full attendance of mem-
hers, and a considerable amount of business wag
transaeted  Among the suljects which came up may
he mentioned the following .

Reveral offers of handsome special prizes were
made to he given at a Plonghing Match to be held in
conneciion waththe Lalubwon,  These were declined
an the ground hat a ploaghiog match canot be con-
veniently lield by the Association at the same tine
with the Exhibition.

Communications were received from the managers

of the leading railway lines offering the usual f.lcili-'

Lies e tie conseyance of passenger and articles to
and from the Lalibition.

The  Exhibitivn growads wete visited, and  the
Board noticed with much satisfaction the progress
made by the local camittee in the prepavation of
the building-.

The  nummtation ol Judges tor the the ditlerent
Cesseny at e Lateswion was apportioned to the va-
fvus county sucities, aind the Secrelary wmstructed to
commanicate wih the societies at once,

A communication was received from the Dureau of
Agriculture, stating that the sum of $2,000 had been
placed at the disposal of the Board for the purpose of
procuving spucimens of the agricnltural products and
agricultural tmp'ements of Upper Canada for the
fortheoming Universal Ixhibition at Parisin 1867.
The Bomid wete of opinion that this amount was
scareely suflicicnt to secave an adequate representa-
tion ; but yesolved to turn it to account in conncection
with the appro v hing Provincial Exhibition for the
pripose ol procwring specimens. Exhibitors of graing
and implements at the Provincial Ixhibition will
therefore do well to have in view the possibility of
their articles buing sclected for the Pards Exiubition,
and to prepar s them inoasuitable mannor for that
purpose-

A delegation consixting of the following gentlemen
was appoitted to visit the New Yorlk State Show on
11th to lith Sept. next, viz: Messra. MceGillivray,
Christie, Rykert, and Dr. Beatty

It was ordered that the prize cattle and horses,
should be displayed in the ving on the Thursday of
the exhibition week at 1 pam.

On coudluding thair husiness, the Board adjonrned
10 Wednesday, 13th S plember, at 1 pm.

ol 2o

A Vist to Mr. Snell's of Edmonton.

To the Editor o Tu Canans Fanun.

Sir,~Ilaving been recently on a visit at Mr. John
<acll’s of Elinonton , and having travelled through
1he groater pact of Canada West, I had a great cu-
vosity tu see hus stovh. Une evenmg I went to sce
hun waigh some of Iis shicep. and was very much
«-tanished at the size and weight of them. They are
o ilatnly the best sheep I have ever seen. Of eight

Leicester and Cotswold rams that were weighed the
hieaviest was 401 1bs., the lightest 281 1bs., six of those
were shearlings, one two shicars and one three sheers.
The cight weighed 2,511 1bg, or an average of 317
s, Ono shearhng ram weighed 320 Jhe., I also
saw a fine lot of young Durham Bulls, cight in num-
her, they were from cight to ten months old, mostly
by the imnported bull, Baron Solway. They are not
so large ng somo I saw imported from England to
Ireland, but are fluer in quality, and of & better style.
Mr. Sneli'sstock is in excellent condition, and reflcets
great credit on bis skill and judgment as a breeder.
2 visit o his farm will well repay any of your rea-
ders. Yours, &e..
JOSEPH 1I. HARE.
Beverly, Aug. 17, 1866.

Tiur FoREsHADOWING oF Rawx.—Just before rain,
flowers smell stronger and sweeter, becauso the va-
pours of the air prevent tho scented particles of their
perfume from nscending, as they would in a drier
atmosphere.  Instead oi?ris’mg above the carth, the
wdour is disseminated by tho moisture. Because the
plaats are stronger in fragrance just before o fall of
rain, we sco horses stretch out their necks and sniff
tho air in a peculiar manner.  They are thus ablo to
proi:nosﬁgaw th.comin§ sworm with uncrring signs,
whilo man stands bewildered and lostin doubt.~
Turf, Fild, and Farm.

7y~ Over 3,000 burrels offflour are manufucturdad
daily in Milwaukec.

Tux, Drovent 1N THE AusTRALIAN CatTek Ruas. -
A correspondent of one of (he South Australian
papers, who has just visited some of the runs novth of
Clare, gives thie most deplorable account of heir
condition. He says that some of the fenced portions
had their boundaries in many places lined with the
1 carcases of bullocks ; and that vn searcely one of the
sheep runs would there be any hves raved.  The
ewes, unable to give milk to their offspring, were
deseiting them, and the lambe were heing knocked
yon the head by the shephierds to save them from a
ymore lingering death by starvation.  Upon turee

runs he severally cstimates the loss of sheep this
year at 20,000, 8,000, and 5,000.
! Sevene LossEs ANONG FLOCK MasTERs.-The Prairie
Furmer of the 14th ult. contains the following : - Our
exchanges from Olio and Michigan bave lately Leen
giving sad acconnts of the destruction of sheep from
y the effects of 4 very culd storm that came on soun
; fter a Jarge number of the flochs were shorn. 1fuu-
dreds perished in some flocks. The total number is
estimated at 10,000 or 12,000 head. We have heard
| of no complaints from this State or other states west
‘ol' ug, and presume that our more fortanate fluci-
masters have sseaped any very serious loss. The
destruction of so great a number of sheep is a heavy
loss in these days of high prices.  We haope the re-
ports will prove exaggerated.”

SiguTts 18 GERMANY.~.\ correspondent of the Mew
Yourk Turf in Germany. writes :—=What a queer sort
of country this is to 2 man fresh from America. The
roads stretch away for miles and miles togetber,
under the shade of a double row of cherry and apple
trees s there are no fences heside the roads, none
around the fields, none even around most, of the
houses.  One sces no catile, except now and then a
small herd watched by a keeper, througbout a dreary
day : no sheep, except under the same conditions:
1 no horses at all, no swine, and not-even any geese
and chickens.  All are hept up in their places, and 1
have laughed more than once to see & stout Duteh-
man driving a ock of geese ora brood of chickens
on their morning or evening promenade.™

{

Beruis Sexp Fam. The annual Fall Seed Fair
was held on the Berlin market grounds on Wednes-
day last, and proved very successful. The attend-
ance of farmers was not so large as at last year's
fair, cansed, dounbtless, by the late harvest, still there
was a very goud display of wheat. There were 22
entries altogethier ; fonr in « Midge proof,” fourteen
in “Soules,” aud four in wheat of any variety. Be-

sides these there were o number of samples on the
ground not cntered for competition. The quality of
somo of tho wheat on exbhibition was very fine,
especially in the *Soules 7 variety, and one of the
judges informed us that he never saw hetter samples
of this kind. We understand considerable business
was transacted among the farmers in sclling and cx-
changing for sced.  The Judges—Messrs. Elias Eby,
Wmn. ta?ph and Epbraim Wilson, Sen.,~awarded the

rizes as follows .—Midge Proof Wheat—1st, David
ghocmaker; 2nd, Christian .B. Snider. _ Soules’
Wheat —1st, Jacob Herber ; 2nd, Antony Wilhelm.
Wheat of Any Kind—1st, Antony Williclm, for red
chaff white wheat.--Berlin Telegraph.

OFriciar, Ixcouretexce.—Many complaints are
made by our U S. exchanges as to the incompetency
of the Chief of their Agricultural Burcau. The Maine
Farmer is respousible ¢ ur the following :—* We have
it from o source emincatly to be relied upon, that the
Commissioner was cngaged in writing a statement
concerning sugar cane €ced, and being called away
from his desk for a feww moments, one of the clerks
made o ﬁlnnco at bis unfinished manuscript, and
found Le had written it Shugar cainscad! Aud we
havo ourselves seen o communication, beariog] the
aulograph of Mr. Newton, in which are declarations
exhibiting ignorance upon common farm matters
which, if mado by a farmer boy of fifteen, would be
incxcusable! ¥Yet, such a man—one who bas uot tho
remotest conceplion of the dutics of hi. office, and
whose jgnorance and incompetency would have
caused bisremoval long agoe, Iird it not been for per-
sonal friends in high places who keep bim in office—
isallowed to disgrace tho important position which
should befilled by a man of learning and good judg:
mant, ono of broad and culightened yiows,.and of
gome exccutivo ability.?

The Fiousehold,

Homedale Farm,

THE CREEK TURNED 10 ACCOUNT.

As aleeady intimated, there flowed o short distance
hehind the orchannd and garden of Homedale, a clear.
silvery spring crech, Its course lay through a valley
in which there was a considerable deposit of black
muck, the value of which for manuvial purposes was
very great. From the time of hig purchase of the
place, Mr. Perley had revolved in his mind certain
projects in 1egard to this creek. It bhad once con-
tained speckled trout, vuat he well remembered how,
in his younger days, he and the other hoys of the
neighbourhood had so thrashed the stream up and
down for miles, that all trace of trout had disappear-
ed. But it could be stuched again, and he did not
hanow why o fatmer with a spring creer on his place
should not grow good trout as well as raise ducks and
chickens. It was his intention, therefore, to scoop
out 4 pond w1 twe. and make arrangements for the
celtivation of fish, Motcover, he wanted a bathing
place, and he conceived the 1dea of makng » pondt
large enough for swimming purposes. He was fond
of bathing occasionaliy himself, and had been in the
habit of enjoying the luxury of 2 swim now and then
in the bay at Hamilton during the summer scason.
Moreover. he wanted his boys to learn {o swim, and

o there was no streat or body of” water suitable for the

purpose in the vieinity of Homedale. Kuowing
the value of swamp mnck, it occurred to him that he
might make his fishing and swimming ponds actual
suurces of profit to the farm, by getting out of them
a supply of that material for composting with the
farm-yard duag  Accordingly, in the middle of
suinmer, When the creek was at its lowest, and the
valley pretty ary. he set men at work throwing out
the muck in heaps upon the banks of his intended
ponds. TFirst. he laid ont a swimming-pond 40 feet.
long, and 12 feet wide. As he could not well dam
up the siream very much,- it was ncco'sary
to go down some. The black muck was about
two feet deep, and then they came to a zolud, com-
pact gravel, which was as hard as tho.gh it had
formed a macadamized road in days of yore. No
sooner did they fairly get into this g avel, than they
found it full of little springs that heiled and bubbled
up, and discharged so much water that it made exca-
vation difficult. .\ pump had to be used before the
Job was finished. By kceping onc end of the pond a
little the lowest, they man.ged to pump ovut the
water and gei down the required depth.  Cedar posts
were seb round the sides of the pond, and with
seantling and plank the banks were held up so that
they coull unt cave in. Defote turning the crech
through the pond, it filled up with water two feet
deep from the springs on the boitom. It was like a
big well. the water being as pure, clear, and cold as
could be desired.  The coolness of the water made
Mr. Perley apprehensive that it would hardly do for
bathing and swimming ; but an expedient presented
itself which hé thought would remedy the difficulty.
It was the formation of an ontside pond, shallower
than the ono already made, which, warmed up by the
rays of the sun, would tend to correct the too great
coldness of the swimming-pond. Il¢ nceded far
more muck than the first pond had yiclded. and con-
cluded to take out more in the way just described.
The outer pond would be just the thing for a skating
place in winter, besides its.utility as a warm water
reservoir in the summer-tune. A tight board fence.
six feet high, round the swimming-pond, sccurcd
privacy ; and n little dressing-room at one cnd.
made the whole thing very complete and convenicni.
Before the end of the summer, Mr. Perley and the
boys hiad some agrecable baths—Charles and George
taking their first lessons in the art of swimming.
Tho lads and young men,in the neighbourkood, also,
were very glad to avail themselves of Mr. Perley’s



