THE CATHOLIC.

W

wproof.  Observe the commandments of God
that when our Lord  shall comie to his  nupluls,
(M. x3v, 10) thou mayuest meet him, tugeiher
wuth the saints w the heavenly court; and mayest
F e hife etereal, and live for ever and ever.  Ans.
Amen”

Tl whole s concluded withi these words: ()
“uoin puace s and may the Lord be wnh thiee!
Ans. Amen.”

BICLICAL NOTICIIS AND EXPLANATIONS.
Continucd
TIIE FIRST BOOK OF ESDRAS.

Thishaok takes ifs name from the writer; who
w.< a holy Priestand Docter of Law.—Ile¢ is call-
ed in the Hebrew Ezra, D. B

Chapter 1.~ verse 1. Jn the first year of Cyrus.,
Mg uf the Persians, that the word of the Lord by
the mouth of Jeremias might be fulfiiled; the Lord
stiered up the spinit of Cyrus, King of the Persi-
uns, and he mad e proclamation throvghout all his
Aangdom, and in writing alsv, say.ng §c.

In the prophesy of Jerenuas, Chap. 25. Versel2,
and Clapter 29.— Verse 10, the end of the sevent
vears captivity of the Jews in Babjylon: and their
hiberation after the final overthrow of its Monarch,
which was effected by the victorious Cyrus are
«learly furetold.—But mn this prophesy of [saias ch.
25 v. 1. &c, the very name of Cyrus is given,
sour hundred years before he wasborn; the sight of
vhiich alone, if shown to that monarch is the sacred
id unchangeablebooks of the Jews, was enough
*ohave made him confess, as he did in lus edict|
io rebuild the Jewish Temple, that he Lord, the
4od of Israel, the Lord and God of Heaven, lo!
hiad given him universal dominion on all the King~
duns of the Eurth. Thus saithlhe Lord to his an-
nointed Cyrus, whase vight hand I have taken
kodd of to subdue nations before his fall, These are
the words of Isains, who cven pointed out the way
in which he was to make himself Master of Baby-
ion: by turning the River Euphrates out of 1ts bed,

sought our Glodyand it fell out prosperously unloj|
us. Still the Catholic doctrine of fasting and,|
prayer proved from scripture to have been always:
that of the churct of God.

Chapter 9—Verse 1,2.  This shows how sinful -
it is to infermarry with those, whom the churchl
forbids us, on account of the danger of perversion
and a falling off fiom the truc fxith. D. B. |

Chapter J0—Verse 6. Jfe eat no bread: and|
dronk no water: for he mourned jor the transgres-
sion of them, that were come oul of caplivity, In
how many places of scripture is the penitential
discipline of the Catliolic that of fasting and absti-
nence shewn from scripture to have been always
observed by the true believers.

'THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAS, OR THE SECOND BOOK
O) ESDRAS.

This book takes its name from the swriter, who

|Lis brethren; and carried on by the rest; represents
(the labours of the aposties and their lawful succes-

was cup bearer to Artaxcrxes, surnamed Longi-
manus, king of Persia. and was sent by him with a
commission to rebvild the walls of Jerusalem,
is also called the second book of Esdras: because
it is a continuation of the history begun by Esdras;,
Esdras, of tho state of the peopfc of God afler their
retuen from captivity. D. B,
Chap. 1 Verse 1. gtill fasting joined with prayer.
Chupter 2—Verse 19, 20. 'Those who oppose

the rebuilding of Jerusalem, representthe enemies|

of the church: who are strangers, and 4aveno part
or portion, nor justice, nor remembrance in the spi-
ritual Jerusalem.

Chapter 8. The building up of the gates and
walls of Jerusalem, begun by the high priest and

sors in the propagation ot the faith, and establish-

ment of the ¢ Lurch of Christ; begun by the Chief \

priest, Saint Peter, in the face of their rurrounding
encmics,

Chapter 1.—Verse 18, Every oncof the build-
ers, inthe spittual must Le girded with the sharp
sward of wisdom or knowledge and teuth.

Verse 20, They will cooperate, and suppor}
each other in the work; and in repelling the adver-

and entering that city in spite of its doors and gates
so sceurely shut againsi him.  IWhose right hand,
<ays the Prophet, 7 have teken hold of to snbdue
atons befare his foll; and to turn the backs qf‘
Kings, u.d toopen the doors before Lim; and the|
zates shell not beshut, ¥ will go before thee: and
‘vall break the gates of brass; and will burst the bars
1 Jron; that thow mayst fnow, that Iam the Lord
who callthee by thy name, the God of fsracl. For
the seke of thy servant Jucvd; and lsrael Elert- 1|
have even called thee bythy name; I havemade a
likeness of thee,and thou hast not known me. Now
Cyrus knew hini not, forhe was a Pagan: But
how must that PagauPrince have been struck on
1eading i a book so long composedd hetare his time
his exploits and success; and even his very name?
the giving of which depended on thefree will and
«tncy of his parents?

Chapter 3. Verse Aad Joshue the son of
Joshedeeh rose up & . Wiz still Joshue, or Jesus
thatrises up &e.. 20 build the +fltar of the God of
Israel, It is only the Saviour. whotand those
whom he chooses fos his associates who can set the
Altar, thatis the religion of God vpon its basis.
Verso 3.

Chapter 14 Verse 8. The refusal of Zevobabel, Josh-
«we, and the rest of the chicfof the Fathers of Isra-
«l,to allow the Samaratans fo build with them a7on-
nletothe Lord the God of fsrael; shews, that as
Saint Paul says, the Faulful can huve no part with
iire unbelievers;— The prople nf God must duwell a-
{one. Numbers23. 9. Beut.” 33, 95, Hence the
+ ommon hatted borne towards them; and the joint
«forts made by those not allowed to huild with
them, to stir up, by misrc{rcscntation, calumuy and
‘ituperation, the temporal powers against them.

|

o

sary.

élnapter 5—~Verses 1,2,8, 4. How many, like
the Jews, Larter their porlion in the city of God;
sell even their sons and daughters, and give up even
their own hiberty, for pelf, and worldly considera-
tions!

Verse 10.  Remember me, O my God, for good
according {o all that Fhave done forthis people!
There isthen, in spite of Luther’s, Calvin’s and
the Presdyterian doctrine agﬂinst good works;
(the doctrineevidently of the devil,) some wmerit
in 500&! works as the catholic church teaches.

hapter 7—Verse 64, Zhese sought their wri-
ting in the record, and found it nol: and they were
cast out of the priesthood. So isevery one castout
of the christian priesthood, (of which the Jewish
was but a figure,) who cannot produce the record
of their ordination.

Verse 65.  Athersalhs, thatis, Nehemjas, as ap-
ears from ch. 8. verse 9, either that he wasso cal-
ed at the court of the King of Persia, where hewas

cup-bearer; or that, as some think, this name signi-
fies goverpior; and he was at that time  governor of
Judea. D. B.

Chap.8—Verse 16.  And they made themselves
tabernacles, cvery man on ke top of his house, &ec.
Their housvs were, as they are i the East to  this
day, flat-roofed.

Verse18. /nd in the eighth day a solemn as-
scmbly, prelusive of the christian sabbath.

Chapter 9.—verse. 1. Lhe Children of Fsrael
cawe torether with fastiag and with Sackeloth, and
Larth upon. them, §e. YWhy are Calolics ndicu-
led by Protestants foy usinga penitential discipline
&0 sanctiored m Scripture, the pretended Rule of
Doctrine and disciphne fyevery upstart reforming

Chapter 8—Verse 23.  4nd we fusted, and be-ilS

=ect a Lot rfme . e
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I ding of Jerusalen.
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1 And bear their fruits, full ripeo’d in
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THE BOOK OF TOBIAS.

This Book rakesits name from the Holy Mau
Tobias, whase wonderful ~"irtues are hercin reco
ded. It confains most excellent Documents o
great piety, extraordinary patience,aned perfect 1e-
signanion to the willof God.  His humble praye:
fvas heard s and the Angel Raphael was sent to
relieve biw.  He is thaukful and proises the Lord.
cnlling on the children ot Isreal 10 do the sawe.
| Having lived to the age of one hundred agd twe
years, he exhorts his Son and Grandsons 1o piety :
foretelly the destruction of Niniveh and the rebwil-
He dies happy.—D, B.

This Book, though acknowledged by the Catho-
lie Churel, as canonical Scripture 3 1s disowned as
ssuch, by protestants 3 Indeed, how could they,who
i pretend to build their faith onnothng but  Scrip-
| ture, adiit it as such, andyet deny whatit so clear-
ty displays 3 the intervention in Man’s behalf of the
.Blessed Angels ;— As there is nothing particularly
[figurative, or difficult to be understuod in it, wc
pass it over without any further remarkas well as
! those of Judith and Esther 3 which, though inspir-
ed, and written for our instruction and Eidfication.
tare Chiefly listorical, and easily understood by
every one,

To be continucd.

ON REASON.
Extract from a B1. S. poem,

Not all those luminaries bright, that roll
Wide scatter’d ronnd our globe from pole to pole;
' The flaming sun by day; the moon by niﬁht,
Fresh t;imming at his ray her borrowed light;
Wiln stars innumerous twinkling o'er thesky,
Might ¢’cr, with her compard, in beauty vie.
Theirs all 15 transient, and to space confin’d:
' Hers boundless flowing from th’ eternal mind.
Aud, were the whole of this material world
Back retling, whence it sprung to nothing hurl’d;
i With undiminish’d lustre still would shine
" Her radiance, streaming from it« sourcedivine:
! Wonld millions then, no forther change that know,
| Than change of bliss; still feel her vita) gloyw.
.As fresh delighting objects they pursuc,

| And joyful prospects, op’uing on their view.

Ev’n here, so from her centre far removid
On man is reason’s influence pow’sful proved:
Though all her noon-tide blaze in twilight guisc
He through his prison’s chioks but dim descrics.
*Tis she calls forth; unfolds, and nurses kind
The infaot buds of knowledgein his mind;
Till genius, art aud science flourish iay,
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