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The Catholic.

FREEPOM OF RELIGION.

A greatdinner was given to Mr. O'Cox-
~kLL at Birr, at which he spoke with his
usual eloquence.  We give n long extract
rom his speech, which is likely special-
ly to gratify the friends of Religion, Ire-
land, and Repeali— CatholicIlerald.

“Ireland, or the religion of the people

of Treland, could not be considered free.
as long as it was oblized to bow its head'
to the Dagon of any other power, or to
coatribute by its money to the support of
any other persuasion w ever. I don’t
say this of the Caholic alone, bot 1say it
equally of the Protestant, and Presbyte-
vian, and Dissenter. You have had an
invasion of Presbyterions one time orano-
ther among von here (lughter).  And
this I say, that it is as unjust to make
those Presbyterians pay for a Protestant
Established Charch as to make me pay
for it; and it should be equaliy unjust to
make a member of the Established Cuurch
or & Presbyterian pay for the support of
the Catholie rcligion.  There is o free.
dom of conscience or freedom of religion
unless that greatest of all persecutions
was abolished—namely, being obliged to
pay for the annunciati m of doctrines they
do not Lelieve o be true.  Custom and
habit reconcile men to bear those things,
bt if people were now called upon tor
the frst time to pay tithes they would te-
coil from itwatlihorror,  If persons never
heard that Protestant Parsons were pand
tthes by Catholics, and some person came
to them ard said, the Catholics of Ireland
must pry the Protestant parson in futwe,
wihy, it he eseaped being torn by

rails of the civldien and beys e would
2 Ye
Catholics are obliged to pay the parsous,
and there is but oue cure

the
not escape being <pit upon feheers

for it—it iva
zecstt—1 will tell vou whatit is—it 13
tae Repeal feheers]. But 1 have bteen
8 fiequently that Ireland is not capas
ble of governing herselfy that shie is too

weah ; tat she has not the features of a
Wingdom, and mnst therefore be content
What:

Po-!

tabea provinee,  Tlas e nntso ?

st of 2 pation does she want 2

Tiatss as large a pop :lationjas is possess-
ed by many of the ndependent notions in
Eurape, and there are some nations that
have searcely one-haif that populatien. 1
witl go over the bead-roll of them foryvu.
Portugal jsun iudependent nauon, wah

-

i hes not mae than thiree millions of
shabitanis. Spain wath ber great exteat
Swerrstory, has searcely o sulion more
1

than Treiand—we are cight anlilons, and

they are aboat nine midlions,  Siaily and
Naples, with four audlions  of inhabitants,
are independent countrivs.  Tuseany,
with four milli-ns of whabitunie, ts anan.
dopendent commry,  The Popcdom, with
1,200,000 ubabaans, s mdependent.
Switzetland,with from 1500600 10 twe, o
wkoitants, is an todependent Baton—set.
ung a defiance, tor centuries, the pow-
ety of Burepe.  Bavaria, with thzee mile
Haos of jnhabitants, is independent. Bel-
aiom, with asout four muhons of 1naabu-
rants, has thrown off the yole of Holland,

and isnow an mdependent country.  Hoi-

lsnd has been an independent country for
centuries, with only about four millious of
inhabitants, Denmark, with about two
millions of inhabiants, is independent.
Sweden and Norway, together, has scarces
ly four millions of inhabitants, and they are
mdependent,  Wirtemberg, with about a
million of jahabuants, is independent.
Hanover, with her gracious king [hsses]
—what an affectionate regard you have
for lim! [laughter]— Hanover, with
about two mullions of iuhabitants, 1s inde-
peadent—and, God knows, I pity them
[tanghter].  I'russia, until lately, had not
seven nullions of inhabitams—she has
now twelve or thirteen milhans.  They
were rather & source of weakness to her
during the reign of the late king, who per- |
secied his Catholic subjects—but the pre-
sent movarclt had the good sense to do jus-
ticc o lus catholic subjects—and pro-
bably there is nct so powerful or pop-,

ISRTTILAT T

an accession of power and authornty, rnd
she immediately passed the penal laws,
and violated the treaty of Limevick [oly
oh]. The Duke of Wellington gained a
great victory at Waterlco, but times be-
came changed, and the Krish people, ins
stead of submitting to the power of Eungey
land attained by that victory, fought the
victor and defeated him. 1 mention that
as an iastance of Ireland bearding Eug:
land in her most palmy day of power, and
extorting from the greatest of her cap-

and Protestant could be tried by anything
elso than  an  exclosively Prowsiam
jury.  No Catholic could buy an ncre of
land.  An unclo of mine agreed 1o purs
chase an estate for £2,000 that would be
worth to me to«day, £2,500, when a Pro-
testant gentleman wrote 10 him to say, that
if he bought the estate, hie would file n bill
of discovery against him, and he would
lose his money (oh, oh). No Catholic
could take a farm for a gieater term than
thirty.one years, and if he were able to
tains and craftiest of her statesmen, \h:u;’,ca],ze six shillings and cightpence in the
emancipation, which four years befere pound profit on it, a Protestant eould take
she bad refused (o gran, © # # ‘it from him (ob, oh) Ifa catholic had a
In the year 1823 they refuscd us Emanci- horse worth more than £3, any Protestant

pation. I left my family and prolession to o the community mght take 1t from him
go to England to beg and apply they on giving um five pounds, even if it were
woula cmancipate us, but they treated us|worth onw hundred pounds (oh) ; and if
with scorn and indignity—1 remaiuned until the Cathohie attempted to hide that horse
the division tock place in the tlouse ol{to prevent the Protestant from taking

Lords, and when the majonty of 39 (L}t from him, he fotfeited twice the

ular a monsrch in urope as he is. 1

think they were called the 39 articles)
show you all those independent nations,

(fauglhter), was declared against us, poor
althongh there is nothing to separate them} Jock  Lawless said to me, “O’Conneli,
from powerful neighbours but an 1magina- ! pikes on the shoulders, and wigs on the
ry lme, the track of a ditch, that would green” {laughter).  Ihave never lent my
not bound two farms here.

But Ireland " )ieqrt and soul to corry the quostion until
5 he : . | -
has her boundary from natre, and na~!pow, I thousht I had untii tins mornng,

price of the horse, recoverable before a
justice of the peace  (oh, o). They
bore all that panently : blessed be hea-
ven we would not bear that now. A
more cruel, blighting persecution than the
Euglish Protcstant power exercised in Ire-
land was aever hnown from the davs of

.. . . . tas 1 live it shall not rewrn.
puation, isn?  We are cight millons. .

re’s God, and the extent of her power
is limited by the cncircling occan. 1
will remind these who tell me that steam
vessels atford facilities for Lnglish invas
sion of Ireland, that a farthing candle
would light the troops of a foreign  power
across any cf the dominions | have been
sprahing of.  ‘They tell me that Ireland
is tsutlicient for seli-government. 1 am
not setting ap lrcland as o separate staw,
but asking for bher legislauve indepen.
dence.,
giance to the throne—1a quite content
to be bound to BEngland by the golden
link of'the throne, with the same Soves
1e1gn o rule us, and equal nghts of pro-
tection.  We do not want more, and we
will never be content with less. Tt is in
vain for them 1o hope that the apathy
which spread over Ireland during the last
year wii last, or when dissipated, 1ctuen
again. | promise yon for one that as long
I have
shown you to dcmons!rauou. because no-
thing speaks like facts, that Irelard does

(oot want the mazerial elements of actual | ¢
independence—-<till less of legistative in.’

dependence. I wound indeed be mockmg

fyvon and idly wasung vour time f

f
‘

own sovereigs, and ber own people -

thought itnecessmy o add one word more
than this, that there are several independ-
ent nations i Burope that have not nwre
than one half of onr population.  But you
way ask me what the prospesis are of
carry iy Repeal—aie we not wld that the
English will tesist it o0 the death 2 O,
I tel! thew it :s moch better for them 1o
remain alive | laughter and cheers J.
Englacd 10 besme, T may be told, bas
evinced a great hostility to Ireland.  So
she has, and whenever she is sate she ex.
tubits thiat hostitity.  She entered into the
wreaty of Limerick, promising to give
~quality of civil rights to he Catholics of
Liclind 3 28,990 ol as fine a soldiery us
ever <harpencd sword or elevated musket,
went out of Ireland, on the faith of thas
reaty.  Marlborough achieved victories
s the Contivent waich gave to England

I want not to shake ol any alle-:

:l feel | have done nothing, but 1 will be~
gin now, and we will muho them emanci-
{pate us (hear, hear, and loud cheers).
{ We left the pikes unmade, and the wigs

Dioclesinn to the days of the emperor Ni-
cholas. It was not my purpose to advert
to this subject at length, but I am not sor-
ry that I went a little at large into it, for
it is no harm to remember those things (a
laugh). In the year’78, Genceral Gates,
an American with an odd nnme (laughter),
commanded a body of Americans, and
there was opposed to him General  Bur-
goyne, a bheautful Hoglisi. aristocratic
name (lavghter) ; but Gates, who was
jcalled a general; and became one in 48
hiours from the time he fust entered the
army [langhter] wuth  his  American
force—they called tiiem provincials—~ de-
feared his  adversary. And how were
those Provincialg spoken of befosc that pe-
nod 2 Why, an lrish member of Palia-
ment smd, il the Americans ate poing
o war wih us, give me the waich of
St Andiew’s parish, and T will walk

on our own hends, and came back to [re-
Land, and in tour years they struck to us.
[ aw in the middle of Iretand, and I here
s prockum this ¢ [ will implore them, in thi.
vear and the next, 10 give us Repeal, and,

i

i they do not, 1o four years [ will have it
11 gave you the instance in which lreland
fachieved one great portion of political Jib
“erty, and [ have given vou that instance 1
Pwhich you achicved that great victory by
f.\'uur own native strength, and without any
‘extrinsic depression upon Englond 5 and

let me rem.ad you that, whenever l‘lnglnnd;

~wasdepressed  and i want of our assis-

tnce, a semse of justice came ovor hier,
“and she hidly condescended, when she,
“conld not help ity to grant Lretand redress!
'The year 1778 was remarkable for 1weo

from onc eid of America to the other”
“instances ot it. “The people of l“"“""{llonevcr, nctwithstan”ing thisboast, when
swanied a free trade with all the nations of; Ryrgoyne’s beaunful army encountered
;the eorih; for up 1o that peniod an Irish ves- (e despised Provineials, they found itcon-
1 could not sad with a cargo from Lieland - venien: 10 fay down their arms to General
Jany where bat to an Linglish port, alld;Gnuts ~t Samatoga, and the moment the
ythere they should unlvad to bave the carwo ) inteHigence reached Boghnd, George the
riransmitied by a British vessel to a fun-igu['l’hird, who was n positive man in other
“port, or even tothe British colonies.—The  cubjects, sent word 1o the government
1peaple of Ireland wanted free trade as well Lhere 1o give the Trish nation free trade.
Vas the Scoteh, for the Scateh bousht frec: Tnus by the deteat of the Britich troops a:
trade for themselves by selling their coun-? Saratoza, lreland obtained free trade, and
try atthe ume of the Union.  The Trish ' the Catholies acquired the right of buying
Enanon wanted a free trade, and the Irish praperiy.  To besure they limited the
Catholics wanted cmancipat.on. They right 1o the acquisition of property less
were ground to the carth,  The Cathwlic | than a frechold ; they might buv it for
could hold no office in his native lard.{ggg years, but they could not acquire ths
Whea 1 was bora it was so.  That “"‘“g‘fruehold. a o . * * =+
the year "75—the year the American wary Well, what cccurred neat?  The French
began. In the year’78. the Calholir:n;,g floated wrinmphansly in the chaunel—
could not be n lawyer, or altorncy, or jus.

tice of peace, or wember of a corporation
—he could not be puton a grand jury—
he could not be « magistrate—he  could
not even ke placed on a peity jury, except

e British flag was obliged 1o hide itself in
port, and what wasthe result 7 Another
message came from the King to give furs
ther rights 1o the Catholic people in Ire-
land, and they then got the full rights of
there was not a sufficient nnmberof Pro-|y -snerty.  They likewise obiained the

iestants.  No questing between a Catholic; privilege of receiving education; for, vp to




