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THE PRAYEBPMEETING.

MÂNY a pastor finds it easier to, preaeh a sermon than to con-
dluet a Frayer-meeting, so that it will be both interesting axd
profitable. Many pious Church members go to, Frayer-meeting
for the sake of the cause and the pastor, out of a mere sense of
duty. The Frayer-maeeting should be the spiritual thermometer
of the -whole Church, and be the deliglit of the whole member-
ship. IL should be a nieans of spiritual development and
religlous education-the engine-room for the generation of
Cpower from on hicrh" in thieindividual. No single meeting for

prayer ought to, leave eithier the Ohurch or iLs niembers where,
it, finds theni. How is this to, be brought about? We will
give a few hints suggested by articles in the Baptist QuacrterZ?,
Reviewz. Freadher and people should have a Frayer-meeting
ideal-an ideal of what a true Prayer-meeting should be-and
unitedly and earnestly endeavor to reach their ideal. As ini
every other Christian ordinance, our ideals should be taken
froni Newv Testament principles. An apostolie Frayer-meeting
is about our best model. à.mong examples, take the one re-
corded in Acts iv. 23-30.

-Pirst. IL was a meeting for receiving reports of work done.
They did not, spend the Lime in trying to persuade God to, do
soinethingr that they ought to, have done long before, but
glorified God by ivitnessiing to the results of thieir own wvork.

,Second. They prayed, not to, fil up Lime or work up a feel-
ing, but because they had something to pray for. They, haci
more concern for the success of Christ's cause than for their
own, safety or enjoyment, and prayed accordingly. They feIt,
the need of' 'boldu ess " of speech in a time of persecutioic, and
prayed for it. c4The idea that the Church is a mere training
sehool for heaven, and not, au organized, army for conquest,
paralyses our Frayer-meetings, as iL does everything else.»ý 'eTo
ininister, not to, be xninistered unto," is the genius of Chris-
tianity, and ouglit, to, be the spirit of the Church. "' And I will
'bless thee; and thon shait, ba a blessiug,» -was the promise to-
Abram, -and represents the Divine principle of dispensingr
blessings. The Christian is not, the receptacle for ble:ssings on
self, but the channmel ùf' i.desings to, ofters.
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