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THE BIBLE IN THE PUBLIC
SCHOOLS.

The question of popular Educa-
tion is the great gnestion of the day.
In Great Britain, in France, in Ger-
many, in Italy, in the United States
and Canada, even in India and
Japan, it is challenging public atten-
tion, and demanding the wisest con-
sideration of the greatest statesmen
of the age. In France, in reaction
against the ultramontane and abso-
lutist influence of the Jesuit and
priest teachers, the department of
Public Instrudtion seeks to make
the teaching in the schools com-
pletely secular, one zealous func-
tionary even going so far as to
exclude “ Robinson Crusoe” from
the school library because it con-
tained the name of Cod. In ltaly
from the same causes, much the
same feeling obtains. But in Ger-
many, in Scandinavia, and for the
most part in Great Britain, the Bible
is recognized as the foundation of
morality, and is therefore taught in
the Public Schools. Probably in no
nation in Europe are Bible-ethics
more carefully taught, than in Nor-
way ard Sweden, and to this fact
DuCaaillu attributes the social hap-
piness and wellbeing of the Scandi-
navian communites, their thrift,
industry and prosperty,—the infre-
quency of labour strikes and en-
tire absencz ot Communism and
Nihilism.

Happily in this P:ovince of
Ontario, and we think in most of the
other Provinces of our Dominion,
the same reverence for religion, the
same recognition of the Bible as its
hest exponent, for the most part pre-
vails; and in a large proportion of
our Public Schools the Bibleis daily
read. Still in this Province this is
optional with the local trustees, and
through carelessness or antipathy in
many cases, the wise provision for
Bible reading is ignored.

The object of the influential depu-
tation which waited on the Premier

of Ontario, was to have this option
withdrawn, and to make it the rule
that the Bible should be read in all
the Schools. There is herein no
compulsion to take part in the exer-
cises, for any parents who object
may have their children excused from
being present during such reading.
Yet this reasonable request is stren-
uously opposed by a great political
organ, on the ground that the
schools are not exclusively Protes-
tant Schools. Because theremay be
a Roman Catholic lad in the school.
who may be excused if he so desire
from presence at the Bible reading,
therefore, forsooth, the whole
school may through the apathy or
antipathy of a board of trustees be
depaved of this important right.
Mr. Mowat in his courteous reply to
the deputation, expressed his entire
sympathy with them and declarec
that Christianity was recognized by
the law of the land. To this broad
Christianity our Roman Catholi
friends, as well as ourselves sub-
scribe. We believe that compara-
tively few of them would object to
the reading of God’s Word, or to
the prescribed form of prayer, of
which, we understand, Archbishop
Lynch himself, has approved. But
if they sbould object, they have their
remedy in the Sevarate Schools, or
in abstention from the religious exer-
cises. Evenin a purely sducational
point of view, no book will s¢ help
to form a correct taste, and so fil
the mind with sweet cadences and
lofty tuotghts as the Bible. No
book i< et.ch a well of English un-
defiled, infinitely Letter than either
Marmion or Burke. It was the
Roman Catholic Newman, who has
written one of the noblest and most
touching elogies in our language of
this book.

The deputation asked also for
some simple, unsectarian sections
in the school-readers, or otherwise,
on the narrative and historical parts
of the Scriptures. The old Irish
national readers, in which the present



