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few men in the Church during that time have done more than he
to determine the future character of Methodism in this country. -
He has always taken a prominent part in the discussions connected
with the ordinary business of the Conferencé. He is a firm be-
liever in true Christian union, and has for yea's desired to see, and
striven to bring about, a united Methodism. The amalgamation
of the two bodies, which took place in 1874, was in no small degree
due to his persistent advocacy and powerful defence, both through
the columns of the Guardian and in the discussions of the Con-
ference.

In connection with the movement for the consolidation of
Canadian Methodism, he took a leading part in advocating lay
delegation and union principles; and at the London Conference
in 1873, when'a plan of union had been agreed upon by the
Wesleyan, Eastern British American, and New Connexion
Conferences, he, in conjunction with Dr. Nelles, was appointed a
delegate to the British Conference to represent the relations
arising out of the proposed union, and to arrange the terms of
settlement with the parent body. Asa member of Chursh Courts
and Conference Committees, he displays sagacity and decision of
character. As a preacher he is earnest, practical, and at times
eloquent ; his sermons are calculated Lo quicken the intellect as
well as the spirit. He is a man of strong convictions, tenacious of
his opivions, which he forms independently, and fearless and out-
spoken in expressing and maintaining them. He isalso a man
of broad views, of progressive principles, and of advanced ideas
upon all subjects, whether civil or ecclesiastical. Although
thoroughly liberal in mere matters of opinion, whenever a prin-
ciple is at stake he shows that he has the moral courage to act in
accordance with his conscientious convietions, and resolutely to
adhere to his purpose in spite of opposition, or prejudice, or the loss
of popular favour. He has always taken a deep interest in every-
thing that concerns the well-being of society, and has heartily
sympathized and co-operated with all evangelical and non-
sectarian institutions. His earliest attempts at public speaking &
were made while he was teaching schoo), in behalf of the great [
cause of Temperance. He has ever since been a steady and B
earnest advocate of Prohibition, and is at the present time the ¥
President of the Ontario branch of the Dominion Temperance
Alliance.




