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Judah, led his comparatively amall army against a million
Ethiopians, he prayed thus:—'‘Help us, Oh Lord our
God, for we rely un Thee and in Thy name are we come
ot against this multitude. O Lord, Thou art our God,
let not man prevail against Thee.” Asa started out
with the conviation that his cause was the Lord’s cause,
and should the enemy prevail against him he would prevail
against God. 8o should we pray for missions. ‘‘ Help
us, O Lord our God, for we rely on Theé, and in Thy
Name we go out against the terrors of heathendom. Oh
Lord, Thou art our God, let not the forces of iniquity
prevail againat Thee.” Such prayer by God's children
would soon reduce our list of hindrances, for no one
could so pray without working earnestly to help to answer
t{ér own prayer.

, A second great reason why our work is hindered, is the
failure to underatand the right motive of Foreign Mission
Work. So many women seem to take an interest in our
work to please tho Circle president or because it looks
well to do 80, or out of an impulsive sympathy with wo-
wen in foreign lands, and consequently their interest is
. not very permaneut. But, however praisworthy any
other motive may be there is none so pure and high as
that of obedience. The effurt to carry out Christ's com-
mand *‘ Go preach my Gospel "—There is no other that
Proves 8o lasting an incentive to work aa this, none that
gives 80 much comfort in the work, and none that pro-
mises suoh rewards. There is no other motive that
places us so far boyond the fear of other’s opinions,
either of praise or blame, and none that will lead us to
attempt 8o much for Ohrist. We oould refuse work for
every other reason but that it is for Jesus' sake, re-
membering that we are equipped with double strength
for every task.

The third of the causesof hindrance we might think of
is the lack of personal contact of the interested with the
indifferent. A very euccessful Cirole president with
whom I am acquainted would give you as one of the
secrets of her success this answer : ** Why, I call on peo-
ple persiatently, I buttonhole them when wo meet on the
street, I use every opportunity to give a personal invita-
tion to the women of our church to come and hear a lit-
tle about mission work. 7 nevergive itup!” Aod how
it pays, this personal touch with the indifferent. Your
pastor depends largely on personal pleading with the un-
converted, in winning them one by one when he hopes
for the growth of the kingdom. When your Mayor or
councilmen stand for re-election at the end of the year,
they organize their forces so that, if possible, every
doubtful voter in his constituency may be canvaased per-
sonally. If we who are full of enthusiaswn for mission
work wish others to bo so, we must canvass them person-
ally ; we must be oontent to win our constitueucy one by

one. When Christ healed the leper, the unclean, out-

oaat loper, He stretched forth His hand and totched him
Only Jesus would touoh a leper | The touch meant lov.
and sympathy, and touch, personsl contact, that mean,
love and intereat ; and sympatby will do more to win th:
uninterested to service for the Master than a hundred
announcements from the pulpit of meetings to which ** !
are invited.” Try this plen of personal canvass; if por
sistent effurts of this kind do not meet with success,
pray that Ohrist may open the blind eyes that they may
see the fields ‘¢ white already to harvest.”

Finally, and this thought is oue that is worn out in
preaching, though painfully new in practice. Fhe grea!
cause of hindrance to missions, is the prevalance, eve
among God's children, of the selfish spirit—too little uf
the spirit of self-sacrifice, the spirit of Christ. It is for
this reason that we hear the oft repeated call for monoy.
and the constant warnings to help our Bocieties vut «i
debt. Oh, the shame of it! God is not & God to make
us His stewarde and not give us the means wherowith w»
discharge our duties thoroughly. But weare not faith.
ful stewards. We aquander His money. If every ouc
of His children gave to Him ouly the tenth of the old
diapensation, how His.work would prosper! Yet to
many of us withhold even this and use it for selfish pur
poses. It is not that our churches do not represvnt
wealth enough, it is that they represent too little uf
Christ. If Jesus should ask oach of us, ** Lovest thou
me moro than thy monoey, thine own ease or comfurt,
thy social life?'" we could not hay, “*Yea Lord,” and
feel that our actions supported our answer. e read
th‘sg one day we shall be like Him for we shall see Him
as He is. (h, the grandeur of the thought! Like Him
in{ Mig purity, like Him in majesty, but best of all like
Him in utter forgetfulness of self I Truly we shall be
new creatures.

But pow, what shall come of our oonsideration of
‘* Hindrances " this afternoon 1 You feel that the only
thing that justifies you in stopping an ordinary piece of
work to look for hindrances, is the faot that when you
have found them you can remove them. And the only
thing that justifies usin looking for hindrances to Mis.
sion work this afterncon is the fact, that ®hgn we
know them we may do our share in removing them. 1
you are conscious that yuur lack of prayer is keoping
back the work, then pray. If you know of soms one
whom personal influence wight win, be persevering in
the effort to win them ; if it is your want of self-sacrifice
that makes the funds of your Oirole come short, or the
meetings unsuccessful, then practice more of self-denial
and ask our Lord to keep you close to Him that it may
be all the easier to copy His spirit. After Judah had
made David King over them, Israel delayed somo tine
following Judah's example. Finslly Abner wrote to
them and msid, *‘ Ye have sought in times past to make



