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way wish to make alterations in those laws I can
teadily cancetve, but [ do ask the Grand Lodge to
support its own digmity, aud not to stulufy nsell by
admitting, by a side wind, altesations in ils consti-
tutions. It alteratinns nve to he made, let themn
be made legly and wanfully, {Chicers.] 'The Rev.
Brother said lfuo Grand Master refused to et us
discuss our own junsdiction, Iam surprised at
such an observation coming from such a quarter.
The Grand Master has laid down what he con-
siders the existing state of the Jaw, and the Grand
Lodge has tie power to alver that law, but such
alteratton must he made regularly appointed man-
ner. You canuot do t by aside wind, [Hear)
I hope, for the hononr of the chair and eredit of
Masoury, *hat the Brethren will support the chair,
Tae law laid down by the chair must be respected,
however erronecus 1t may be. ‘I'o our Grand
Master we have confined our sovereignty ; he s
the king of the Craft, and he cannot put such an
amendment as Bro. Portal’s

Bro. Binckes rose to order, on the gronnd that
the Grand Master was allowing that very discus-
sion on the part of those who thougtt with him.
which he dened to those who entertamed opposite
views. [Loud cheerine,]

Bro. Roxburgh: ¢ Itis very evident that the
Brother who last spoke did not hear what it was
Isaid {laughter] 3 1 was not arguue the propriety
of the decision at which the Grand Master has ar-
nved. [Loud cries of¢ Question, question.’] 1
am speaking to the question,and I say, so long
as the Grand Master ts in the chasr, his decisisn,
whether tight or wrong, must be respected.
[Hear, bear.] It should not be controverted by a
mo’l’ion Itke this, which would reverse the decist-
on.

Bro. Hareison {P.)M. of the Royal York}: ¢ In
September last your lordship, not being present,
was represented by a Deputy and——

Grand Master:™ ¢ Order, Beother,”
ter.)

Bro. Harnison: Most Worshipful Sir, yoa are
proceeding contrary to the Book of Constitutions.””
{Loud cheers, and laugiter.]

‘The Gran'l Master then read the amendment of
Bro. Portal,

Bro. the Earl of Carnarvon: « Most Worstup(ul
Sir, before you put the aumendment, | should be
glad to have an oppaitunity of sayin g a fow words
upon it.”

The Grand Master: “ Yon shall speak after 1
have read the amendment.”

The Geand Master then read the amendment,
and deceled that it was to call in question his
:!:cxslvtx) and that theretore he would no: put
it.

Bro. the Earl of Carnarvon : ¢ In accordance
with the permission of the Mot Worshipful the
Grand Master, 1 shall make one or two observa-
tione.  You, Sir, this evening, have said some-
thing of the House of Comnors, and you have re-
ferred to some of our customs us corresponding
with theirs; bat whenever the governmentorany
private individual s called i question for any uct
or policy, 8o far framn stopyuny the diseussion, the
goverunent or indsvidual is the first to mvite it.
[Loud Applause.] Allow me to say, that it does
come with an ill grace.—1! speak with the deepest
respect, my lord, of you personally, and of your
office ; but | must speak with that frecdom which
chanaetenzes gentlemen and Freemasong ; and [
now nust say, that it does come wath an il grace
from the dais, when we counswder the circumstan-
ces ol the case.  Gzand Lodge was adjourned in
September without a word of opposition from those
who were 1n authonty upan l{::u accaston 3 and it
was opened upan that adjournment on the ist of
October with the sanction of those who were then
in autherity, having been sumimoned together by
official circulars from the Gr. Secretary'’s office.”
{Loud Applause. ]

The Grand Master: * 1 must call my unoble
friend and Brother to order, because he is niow en-
lering upon a courae of argument which [ have de-
cided to he disorderly.”

The Eail of Carparvon: ** [ see how difficult
a course they have to puraue who do not bask in
the smiles of your favour and appraval {loud
cheers] 5 but, Sir, whether that right do exist, or

{Laugh-

whether it do not exist, 1o winch 1 lay clhim—!
wiil not say it does exist under the ¢ reumstunces
of the case—but whether it does or does nol
exist, we claim it as an wherent right.  [Lond
cries of ¢ Question, question £’]  Whether vight or
wrong, I say that thereis an inherent right m
every representative assembly, and we claun it
because Grand Lodge should be inherently su-
preme ;. and we demand the acknowledgement of
that supremacy as our safeguard against intngue,
and our suarantee for the preservation of our lib-
ertiesand onp——m" Fhe remainder of the sentence
\lv.\s;hownod in applanse and cries 01 ¢ Otder, or-
der.”)

Bro, 1. G. Warren : ¢ W have nothing before
us but the motion of our worthy Bro. Col. Burl-
tons, on which I shall move an amendment, and
1 shall doso ina few words. I disagree with
the noble lord in his application of the practice
of the House of Commons to the practice of Grand
Lodge ; and I know something of the Hovse of
Commons from my experience mn the gallery. 1
feel strongly on this subject ; as we have already
decided the question which 1g now betore us, 1
think 1t is only a waste of time to go over the
ground again, and 1shall therefore now move that
this Grand Lodye be closed.”® (Loud cheers, laugh-
ter, and cries of ¢ Oh, oh!” [rom the dais.)

Bro. Binckes seconded the motion amidst foud
cheers and uproarious demonstrations of angry
feeling, on the dais,

‘The Grand Master. I must appeal to the
Grand Lodge to suppost me. (Apprause.) Ido
trust the Grand Lodye is not becomng a mere de-
bating club. I do hope that resolutions will not
be brought forward which have neither sense nor
meaning ; such as the proposition thatthe Grand
Lodge be now closed. (Hear, hear.) Why the
fact 1s, the Grand Lodge cannot be closed excejt
by the Grand Master, 1am sorry to have heard
tho observations which have fallen from my noble
filend and Brother who has just addressed Crand
Lodge respecting his not finding favour with the
Grand Master. [ can assure my noble friend
and DBrother, that there 1s no member of Grand
Lodge for whom I entertain a higher respect.
(Cheers.) I have known him from his infancy,
and [ have been intimate with his family all my
life, and not one word would Isay to him which
would give him offence. But I must administer
the law, according to the oath I have taken, to the
best of my judgment and ability, and I regret
that such remarks should have fallen from the
uoble lord. T waslor twenty-five years a mem-
ber of the House of Commons, and :{xercforc I can
neither bow to the opinion of the noble lord nor
to that of the worthy gentleman who says he hiag
occupied a place in the gallery.” [Laughter.]

Bro. the Earl of Carnavon said: *¢ Most wor-
shipful S, I beg todisclaim on my part all inten-
tional discourtesy. You have said that you have
a duly 1o perform to the best of your ability ; and
Lelieve me that 1 should not have expressed ihe
views to which I have given {utterance upon the
present occasion, had T not felt thatif I did not ex-
press my opinton § should be a traitor to the cause
I have at heart.”?

Bro. Purton Cooper wished to bring the unhappy
discussioas to a close, he said,but his observations
were received with cries ot ¢ Question” and a
varicty of demanstrations of mmpatience. + The
Brethren,” he said, “ must have heard with de-
light and satisfuction the interchange of triendly
sentiments between the Grand Master and the
Earl of Carnavon. [Hear, hear.] I have noin-
tention to take up your time, but you will allon
wme, perhaps, to say that [ also have very strong
opimons on this question of the power of adjourn-
ment, and?—

Bro Portal: ¢ 1 riso to order.” {Hear, hear,
and laughter.]

Bro. Parton Cooper: * My opinion on the
subject is™——[Order, order.]

Bro. Bagshaw: ¢ There are many Brethren
with strong opinions who {eel deeply on this sub-
jeet, and would like to have itdeaided by Grand
Lodyre”?

A Brother whose name we could not learn, but
who was said to be a Prov. Gr. Officer for Hamp-

shire, 8aid he wished to make a few observations;

L e N e L s et

75
¢ o

anwd as he constdered that the Grand Master hiad
decaded quate right, he could notbe tegarded us
tisingg with any vexattons motive,  He thought 1t
wauld be unpossible foi the Grand Lodge to pro-
ceed wih the resolution whach was before it tld
the pomnt as to the pouer of adjournment was
deciled.

‘I'ne Brother was about to give his reasons for
so thinlang, when hie was called to order by the
Grand Master, who legged the Dhethren to” pro-
ceed to the bustriess of the evening, ‘The Brother
satd 1t was very desirable that Grand Lodyge should
weet 1o make an altawation s taw betore pro-
ceedmg with any other business.  ‘This asse.tion
was received with mmgled applavse and deinon-
strations of disapprobation. The Grand Master
sad that Gramd Lodge was wasting uts tune @ and
that of they wished to alter their laws, they must
take the proper legal mode of dumng so, by siving
due notice of the proposed alterations to the Board
of Masters, who met that day {oitnight; till then,
nothing cotld he done.

The first clause was then put, and Brother Aria
rose to make a statement of Ihe causes which had
led to the appomntment of the Comtmittee, which
have been fully detatled both 1n communication
trom the colowes and m repotls of speeches in
Grand Lodge. Awongst other things he stated
that hesenta leter of very great imiportance to
the Grand Master from Jamacia, 1n 1847, and he
left the island in 1853, and up to that date no an-
swer whatever had been received.  “This announ-
cement was received with loud cries of ¢ Shame”
andl otiter expressions of disapprobation.  He said
he kuew there could be no mustake about the
matter; lor the communtcation had been put into
the Grand Secretary’s own hauds.  [Renewed
disapprobation.] 12 would have read some docu-
ments s proot of his assertions, but was called to
otder by the Rev. Bro, Cox. The Grand Master
aleo smid that such charges deserved a separate
molion, aud should not be intioduced incidentally ;
and Bro. Dobte sud these statements should be
made to the Comunttce appomnted to consider the
quastion. ]

Bro. Burlton said 1t was largely on Bio. Aria’s
evidence that the Board was appornted, and it
was a waste ol e to go tnto detatls then.

1t was wow lwenty unnutes to ten o'clock,
when the first clause,— ¢ Lhat 1t 1s expedient that
a board be formed, to be called «’The Colomal
Board,’ to cousist of ten mentbers of Grand Lodge,
five of whom shall be a quormn,”—:was put and
cartied unammounsly ; the hour and forty mmutes
having been devoted principally to the discussion
of the adjownment question, and lo assertions on
the part of the Grand Master that the question,
should not be discussed. .

Clause Il., « That the said board shall, after
the first mstance, be nominated and elected at the
same tune and i the same  manner a5 the Board
of General Parposes, witit the exceptions herein-
after specified,” was read, put, and carried.

Clanse 1L, ¢ That, wien practicable, three of
the above board shall ba Past Masters of Colonial
Lodges, members of Giand Lodge,'” was ren(l: put,
and earnied, when Bio. Hallsose to address Grand

odge onit.
. "l”‘i’wrc were loud cties of < s carnied, 18 car-
ried,” from all parts ot Grand Lodye, but the Gratd
Master suled that. ot having put * the centiary,”
the question could not be carnied in the sense of
preventmg Bro. 1all from speaking upon it. .

Bra. Hall objected to the words ** when piacti-
cahle,” as beins 100 vague and wndefinite.

The Rev. Bro. Portal saul,if the Grand Lodge
was not 10 be turned weo a debaling society,
neither should 1t become a court of ausi prius,
[Loud langhter, and checers. ]

The clause wasat tengih carried

On Clause 1V., “ That the said board shali have
simil:ar powess, as regards the colonjes, to those
at present exercised by the Board of General Pur-

poses,” )

Bro. Dobie contended that this clause appainted
a board which took some of powers of the Board
of General Purposes away from 'lt‘;'lhcy should
not have a separate jurisdiction.  ‘This clause was
an alteration of the lasv, and as such could not be



